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the. Chriſtian cauſe, the. mediatarial 
ſcheme, and the gracious and glorious ' 
plan of our nederyption(by the Sd of 
Cbriſt, has ſolidly proved, and clearly 
demonſtrated from the whole tenor of 
Holy Scripture, and the general con- 
ſent of antiquity, that the oy 
of the Eqp ds. 's, Supper is { is 855 ( 0 | 
ome 


ing a Yo " memorial on 


„death of brit, of a meatk only t 
". moral virtues, that it is directly a means 


of falvati i er ſalytary | 
ET" ps Nie 517 all | 
the ſpiritual adrantape ariſing from 


the all- ſufficient atonement made by 
Cþri/t on, che O 990 e a to 


Ne 0 is the 


pardon, and remiſſion. Our falvation | 


be + tt: 200199! 5: Vi K Ii * 2511 cove- 


andi doch not only quiekem büt als,” 


bim. And we are taught im one d Ao} 


ſalutary lifeigiving victor" anne ted t- © MN 
the” Sxcrarnent, When the receiver” i 


or figure to repteſent ſomething abſent, 


2 This cup is the new fefa or Cotienant in my 
blood, 1 Cor. xi. 25, 


? 


DEPICAPEON, U wy 
covenitit®, and coriſequetitly of begin- 
ning and carrying on bur conmutiion ad 
intercoutſe' with Gov. Our excellent 
Ghurch © Catechiſm therefore rightly” * 
judges the Sacthments" generally ns. 
cefſaty, not to bir tue on but directiy 
to ſa uiii. Our 25th Arlicle, ſpeak . 
ing of Beth the Sacraments, ſays, they 
are effetual ſigns of grace, and i 
Goy's good wilt! towards" us, y . 
which he doth work imvifibly in u, 


ſtrengthen and Conti bur Faltly in' lf 
our Church's Homilies, that ere is u 


* 


which is thus expreſſed. Ain the 
Supper of: the. Lord, there is no vain 


is filly qushffed, and duly -difpoled;, 


A 3 for 
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for on he Gantraryi the, Scriptures call, 
it the table o the Lord, bis bread. and i 
bis cap, the, memorial, of Cbriſt, whereby 

we ſhew forth. bis, death till be come; 


they telus moreover, that it is ile comte 


munion or, communication / the  bgdy, 


and. the blood ef (the. Lord, uniting us, 


to him after a wonderful manner by 
the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| thro faith that is wrought.in us, where - 


by vyg are aſſured of the gift of eternal 
life; and / that for the body, as well as 
„ for the ſoul, which after an happy and 
* Forio reſurtection ſhall be re- united, 


to liYye together to all eternity. + By 


moral virtues only, we ſhall never or- 
dinarily come at Cbriſt, nor at Heaven, 
nor to the pteſence of Gon : but by 


the help of the Sacraments ſuperadded 
ta grown and finiſh the other, we may 


, arive;/ t. Chniſian perfection, hat 


eee Shit; Chriſt, and Chriſt: in 


del . + Homily onthe $ Serament eo Bi 
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as w are one with Cbriſt, and Chr 


_— ut, as our Church offices expreſs” 
In the Lord's Supper all true be- 


erer ſymbolically or ſpiritually by i 


faith feed upon Cbriſt and live by him“: 
thoſe | words of our bleſſed Saviour, 


be that tateth my fleſh and drinbetb ny 
blood,” drwellerb in me, and I in bim; 


Jobn vi. 56. declare, (as the glory of 
our Church and the. oracle of univer- 
ſal learning, Primate Uſher: tells us) 
That by a myſtical and ſupernatural 
union we are as truly conjoined W] un 
Chrifty as the meat and drink we take 
is With us, and that no man participates 
of the benefits ariſing from . Ghrift to 

his ſpiritual relief, except he firſt have 
communion: with him; we muſt have 
the ſon, before we have life; eat him 
we muſt, that is, as truly be partakers 
of him, as we are of out ordinary 1 
food: And a little after, this is that 

great myſtery of our union with Chrr/f, 


. evidence but that 
an author, whom the general conſent 
of our dation has diſtioguiſhes with 


ſelf ia the fijllowing very remarkable 


vil, D BD1CATIQN: 


 wheceby\we are made members af... bis. 
body, af: bis ſhy. and of bis benen ſg. 


What this ſpiritual and ſupernatural 
unign ig; the ſamè great author tells us, 
that itt s, made by che Pirit and by, 
fajh +; Andi to ſummon no othec 
that which is taken from... 


the title of judicious.” The learned ju- 
dicious Nooter ju bis remackably; ex+: | 
cellent, his ;defervedly' admired book © 
of. Bec leſiaſticat Polity, ineulcates the 

ſame doctrine, and thus expreſſes him- 


motnentous words;''#by virtue of this 
myſtical conjunction we are ot him 
and 10 him; as though our ffeſh and 
bones ſhould be continuate with, or 
immediately united to his: No man 


Geil in bim, W Wir 255 


At 82 21th} £44442 i [4001 


* Epb:) vi 30. RG Of a0 183 2 
+ Serm. before the Commons A D. iGo, Imman- 
ö t. * Bb 
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looked upon as un 


DE DI CAT TON ix 
ue actiuulſy is for g b dr rf 
fon, burh not de Thiel Bi/churift 
was: hy che primitive! Chrches:nalf- 
an inftrument of, abi 
lation; a ronveyance; oc::chadinel-of 
pardory ind wisicalied tf ah 
the perfettion ar confunacnatiorciof 28 | 
Chriſtian} chere being no higher 
»9;'thuar' un,cortinary” Chriftiate cuuld 
pactake oi But bec auſe the anciemts 
#6 ſſightod and appals ure kequénty 
mad iq Seripturd, byfifuch ho: knakwd 
gedat dali de Gf ih true: Enſoi chi 


dot ipturd han the: inches did we 


muy ſbllow them in. their appeal to 
Scriptures and ie 1ahair fufficiemly 


arrkhteg che doftrive both of the Pri- 


miei ve'Charthes td: owns! in tHis art; 
dev't' Ser Huabs words to but (par piles: 
are as follow; The capr.of blifing, obe 
wwe bleſs, is it not the Communion (par- 


ace ol: Loch. c 10207 155.2 „% 


vi 28 go an eee Lite eee ee 


+ See Bingham's Eccleſ. a Vol. 8. book 19. 


87, 
oe A 5 tticipation) 
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ticipation) / tbe blood. of Ghrtf-#: the 
bread: 4bbich}.'we"' break, is i not the 
Cmmuniam (participation) of ithe body f 


Cbril, 1 Cor. x. 16. theſe words 
are to be underſtood of a real applica- 
tion on Gom patt, and a real partici- 
pation: on our part of the merits O 
benefits: of the great atonement, ſo fat 
as it reſpects every uurtiy communi- 
eant, to partake of the body, and of the: 
Mood: ugf Chraſt;/is) xa; partake tiof | bis 
brukem body, and of his blood ſpilled ;: 
which; becauſe literally it is iimpoſſible, 
is by U An eaſy figure underſtood to 


mean the partaking of our Lord's 


Paſſton, that is of the atonement made 
by ; the words ane, ſcatce capable of 


any other iſenſe: und therefore the 


moſt? learned judicious commentators 


0 6. Doctor Hammond's, Doctor Whitby's and 
Locle s 3 and * v_ K on the 1 
0 { *S Henle: 1515 ele 


” aw” 


þ Some 


bure generally Nac * oo tt 


Kune iy 51 d wy 1 
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DEDICATION. xi 
Some perhaps may ſuſpect that the 


communion « of the body a nad blood of 


Chrilt may 1 no more than having 
it 


N Chrif, or aſſociating 
with bim, that indeed is the true 
doctrine with: teſpect to the Euchariſt 
wherein we allociate with 9 0 but 
it is not all the doctrine ex reed in 
this text. The Apoſtſe means more; 


otherwiſe why thopld he'f6 eraphati. b 


cally ſpe ak of the. communion of the 


bhood of Tm and of the communion | 


ot the" ouy o of Ch, ThAGll of Fiying 


commüniqh with Choi ETA body. and 


the Blood moſt certainly! refer to aber 


| was broker and bed for the temilfion E 


fins , Bagh® Which: ale Teprefertted” im 
5 | 11 ng ein fot be 


0 1 5 erte 5 18th, he 
Ap>ſtte%bferves; that" the Th belites of 
old . eat 'of” the” Sgctifies, were 


* oy 2 4 Kin 


by Uhr Ari. 28. 
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partake 18 of the Altar in loch, a ſenſe 
„ helle s now are partakers of of 9315 
Lord's Table, or of his body an 
blood, Bot how. were the 1285 


partakers.of the 4 Altar? H g 
l the expiations of the  burnt-0 
ings. end. Ein- offerings which were 
offered upon the Altar for the fins of 
the whole eongręgation; in like manner 
0 0 as, the 610 then had 


YA partnerſh þ In the expiations 
Ae 


ly).. bave.: A Ppart- 


nerſhip in .the great expiation made by 
the body and Papa of Chrif. How our 


Chucch and; erltapds, thu, om t m be, 


ſeen in opr twenty -vight! bh ane ich 
quotes the very text in theſe or ds; 
the bread „which we break is 4 9 0 
ing of the body of Chrift,. and ſi kewile 


the. cup of . blefling 1 177 A. . paxtaking, 5 


the blood of Ghriſt ;, | 2 2 75 
our old Engl verſions, as 


and Coverdal: 5 we > ſhall "5 re 925 | 


the 


* . * a * 
- 14/8 a0 4 


;. 


be 


Afar, Un © es now (as 
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the texx rendered thus? Ie not the 
cuppe of bleſſynge, which we bleſſe, 
pareakynge, of the bloude of Ch 
Is” not the bread ich we breake, 
partakying of the! bodye- of -Chrift 2 
Ido not whetherithe'Gimeva\tranſs! 
tors were noe the firſt that Changed 
purtabrng into communion; thereby O 
ſecuring, in ſome meaſureꝭ the ente, bat 
they ſudjomned a note to clear it, which: 
no i this; he" "offecrual Ty” nr 
un hon and - 1 ion wien 
c Pt they {kould'have added, by our” 
partaking together of the merits of his 
death or © crucifixion * Which would 
. wit” cohete with the 17th verſe im. 

edfitely following: ' For we being many. 
40 one bread” and one body, for ave are 
| ifartalers of thut one bread®.'' The: 
originaF words are; oti eis artos, en ſors: 
Ol polloi eſmen, &c. which, I with ſub- 
mim̃on think, ſhould ratherberranflated, 


2 ene e e we e many 


t! 


1 » 1 6 x. ie 4 
tn | are 
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are one body ; for we: are all partakers. af 
that one bread. For to ſay, that we Chriſt- 


ans are one bread as well as one body, as 
our tranſlation ſays, is a way of ſpeaking 


no- where favouted by any other text, 


by any analogy, of Seripture, x beſides 
we are here ſaid to be partakers of. that 
one bread; ang. therefore cannot, ſo 
properly, be ſaid to be the bread we 
partake of, —And this tranſlation I 
find favoured by various readings, * * 
the Syriac, Etbiopic and A, abie tranſla- 


ugs ang by geiz n ah ©: ) 


, Fr VT ks ©, #F 


N JoArives may be drawn — 


the words of this, text, we may. con-, 


clude from hence, that the Euchariſ- 


tical bread; ought to be received by. all. 
the members of the Church ;. and 
15 urge them! in proof of the dire. 


, (4; _—_ 


WF Mille nd De. ee tert. 4 


+ "Sauder s ef—Snpplementum hoo. neces 
rium, ut vis argumenti——lutelligatur, &c, Synop.. 


tra 


Crit. - 
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tual efficacy of this Saerament 3; and of 
its being a means of our holding com- 
munion with-Chrzfh, and with G 


for our partaking of this (Sacramen- 


tal) bread, is given as a reaſon, why. 
we are ane body (of which Cbriſt is 
the head :) and therefore plainly inti- 
mates, that we ate not only hereby 
united unto Cbriſt, and hold the cloſeſt 
communion - with him, as members 
with the head of the body; but alſo, 
that this bread ſtrengthens and re- 
ſreſnes the members of the body, 
and this is another ſatisfactory proof 
that the preceding words, tbe cup —. 
bleſſing, &. are to be underſtood to 
ſignify; a partaking of the nee of 
eh eames 21 J:; | 
17 10 1. 1 

We may likewiſe « — Give — 
the doctrine of the grand importance 


of partaking of the Lord's Supper; 
and a ſtrong proof of this neglected 
doflrine they contain: For they 
aſcribe our being one body to our par- 
taking 


—— — 


——— —— 2 * - 
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taking: of this one bed; or gige 


plainby intimate that vr are diving: 
members of Chr by — N 
and only by partaking of this 2 
bread; of Seeg that they h 
do not panake of this one hröad, ard 


not Hving _—_ wut ret; ber 3 ann 


N Nonne bs 111019 


OY we are ſaid to be baptized 
into one body, we conelude, hnd! juſt 
conclude, that Bupriſimn is nbceſfiryuc 

make us member of Cori, or that 
none ate toe Chriſtians till they hre 
baptized: And becaufeir is here ſaid, 
that by our partaking of one braad we 
are * one Pbdy, is no the' conchuſſon 


equally juſt, that it is neceſſity id be 


artakers of this one bread, in order 
to be members of tbti budy or that we 
are not true Chriſtians; hiiſt we deny ; 
ourfelues the <"{"WVh of iti / ot it is 
2. 1 ones: to us. 104. 2 0111 6g hos 
5e fis 45 Ken 


g b * 
'® 7 pA * 1 ers „ *s 90 
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the: 
one as the reaſon of the ocber and | 


Fn! 


join in 
who ſeparated himſelf om his bre 
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ne r 3 * G * 9 . \ *. 1 1 * 1K. } 


Thie, howſoever, frange and ſevere: 


doctrine it may appear to many no-) 


a- days, who name tbemſeſves after be 
name of Chriſt, was plainly the doQtine: 
of the primitive Church, and the primi- 
true RES: exo r 


, 1 


For in it none were ee _ | 


mongſt the number of the faithful; but 
communica „ none elſe permitted to 
V the, prayers of it. And he. 


threa at the Lord's. Table, was ſoon 


denied the honour, the, benefit of b. ing 


admitted to it. And where is the great 
difference. betwixt b. ing excpmmuni- 


cated by others, and excommunicating 


ourſelves, as they do, who never re- 


ceire the een with us Fic 


t An 163 5 1 


80 that, as it ub arme. 118 


cants, are but almeſt,, nat-, altagetber 
Chriſtians ; ; and whilſt they wilfally | 
neglect to partake of | that aue bread, 
which is the communion or communi- 

oy cation 


* 
5 r è . ]⅛ ⁵ꝛ —ö—ͤ—ü ooo ˙ . ⁰˙ no + eat 2 . , - - — —— 
= i ” — . = - va 


| xvii DEDICATION. 

cation of the body of Chriſt, and makes 

us living members of bis body, they have 

no communion with him; ind cannot 

reaſonably expect any influence, any | 
gs or life oo him. | 


| And was this NO . ſeriouſly 
conſidered by all thoſe that ſincerely 
believe in Cbriſt, not one of them 
would wilfully refuſe to partake of this 
Holy Communion, and ten to partake | 
of it; es often as he defires to beten | 
his union with his fellow- members, 
or to receive influence, aſſiſtance, and 
ſtrength from Gbriſt his head, he 


would hunger; — would thirſt Would 


pant and long after this Bread N. N. ; 


and ted . . 


I ſhall. only lee the eminently 
learned Dr. Hammond's. ſenſe of this 


matter where * he tells us, that in the 
Sacrament God ſolemnly reaches out 15 


bee on i the New T Teftumen 1 N | 
28. . Anon 857 Sl ei 


DEDICATION. xix 
us, as: by a: deed or inſtrument, what | 
was by promiſe due ta every penitent in- 
ner, every worthy receiver, the broken , 
body of Chriſt, that is, the benefits of 
bis death.” Our gloriovs, moſt com- 


paſſionate Saviour and moſt adorable Re- 


deemer Jeſus Cbriſt the rigbtecus, teaches 
us not to confide in our ' 040% virtues, 


but in his mercy and grace, inſtructs us 
to call ourſelves unprofitable ſernants, Þ. 


aſter we have uſed our uimoſt endes - 
vours, and all that was commanded 
us, he lets us know further, that what - 
cyer our human performances or moral 
virtues may be, yet except we eat the 
fleſhof tbe Son of Man and drink bis. 
blood we have no life in us, I that is to 


ſay, unleſs we partake of the benefits 
of his paſſion, by this, and this only 
we live; without it we die, it is by 
our Lord's meritorious death and paſſion 
that men are ſaved, as many as are 


1 Luke xviii. 10. 


1 Jobn vi. 53. 


Lins | ſaved: 


1 
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ſaved:: and were it not ſor that; ing 
fleſh. could be ſaved. St. Part almoſt 
in every Epiſtle teaches and inculoates 
the ſame doctrine; that no man- ſhall be 
ſaved oꝶ the account of his works or 

his moral virtues! (tho' required avid"; 


__ Cefſary+ conditions) but by the blood of 


Chriſt, and that all men have fined,” 
and come fhorr of ' the glory of Gods be- 


ing juſtified freely by bin grave; thro! 
the that iti Jeu Chriſt if : 


aud ben Oli ir thi ende, (the law 


or right wouſueſs, 10 euer y one thut be- 
lieveth, + and” St. Jabn ſays expreſcly, 
the blood” of Faſus Olriſt cleunſetb us 
rum ail fiat Upon theſe plain er. 
tain — and on the judgment 
of the -late eminently learued, judici- 
ous, pious, and truly excellem Chriſ- 
tian Mr. Samuel Halt, en of Seryne 

1 Alg ff 21; 1% b e ik 4 6 Js 8 [ 4 

® Rows 2764. hz tin 516 Hatun 0 

+ Rom. x. 4. 


t 1 John i. 7. 1 Peter i. 19. Revs. That be 


bes Were us yer our fins in bis ownbloed. 


2181 and 


BDHPICAT ION. Mi 
and Prebeudatyeſ S. Patxirł N Dublin, 
who communichted | theſe diſosurſes to 
me, approved of, and recommended. 
them as judicious; uſeful, and orthodox, 
'4 thought it expedient, and a duty - 
cumbent om me as 4 Miniſter of the 
Ooſpel to. have them repybliſhed that 
they might ben of more genbrul and 
conſtant aſe: toni gelis Lbriſtians, 

and humbly hope that your Lorudſhip 
will be pleaſed to take them under your 
Protection «nd favoutably accept them 
ana teſtiouy of the; rated and gra- 
titude, and as an humble gexprethon 


of that duty and honour, which I, 


with all good men, owe to your Lord- 
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We learn from the inſtitution, that it is 
a memorial of our bleſſed Saviour. This 
dd, ſays our Lord himſelf, in remembrance 
of me, Luke xxii.' 19. And St. Paul teaches 
us, what he received from Chriſt, that this 
was in remembrance of his death; 1 Gr. 


ui. 26. For as of ten as ye eat this bread and 


arink this cup, ye do ſbeu forth the Lord's 
death till be come: And in the ſame Epiſtle 
mentions the death. of Chriſt under the no- 
tion of a ſacrifice, Chrift, our paſſover, is ſa- 


erificed for us, 1 Cor. v. 7. Where we ſee 


* partieular Sacrifice ſingled out, to which 
death of Chriſt . as * ute be 


its type. 


8 . ee . , 
ABA u OA W "UT 


He then E to exhort his Corinthi- 


ans, to keep a commemorative feaſt in 
_ remembrance of it, analogous to the, cuſ- 
tom of feaſting upon the achat Lamb; 
and to attend it with circumftances analo- 


gous to; thoſe which were obſerved, in the 


Paſſover; 1 Cor. v. 8. Therefore let us keep 
the feaft, not with the old leaven, neuther n 
- the leaven of malice, and uictedneſs; but 
Ide unleavened bread / Ancerity and tr 
It is obvious that the explication,, pf 


paſſage | in St Paul will throw us far r 
| | 2 


in 


N KN 
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into antiquity; a review which we muſt of- 
ten make, if we vould fully underſtand 
any material part of the Chriſtian Syſtem, 
which is profefſedly the explication, the 
counterpart, and perfection of the Jewiſh 
and Patriarchal religion, wherefore, before 
I proceed to an examination of this text, 
it will be convenient, that you be previouſly 

acquainted with two things. | 


Fir, The original and uſe of Sacrifice | 
in general. 


K Se re et 


Secondly, The cuſtoms and circumſtan- 


ces obſervable in the * in parti- 
cular. 


in 48 the former of theſe will be the fub- 
1{- || je&t of my preſent diſcourſe, I have choſen 
the firſt: expreſs mention of Sacrifices that' 
we find made in Scripture, which -was ſo 
early as among the very eldeſt ſons of A- 
dam and Eve. From what principles and 
motives theſe offered their reſpective Sacri- 
fices, is a controverted point; ſome main- 
taining that the original. ſprung from no 
higher a ſource than human invention; 
while others refer it to divine inſtitution : 
B 2 preſuming 
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preſuming that we agree in facts, I apply 
myſelf to the diſcufſon of this queſtion. 


The facts which I fuppdbſe we are agreed in, 


are theſe; that ſacrifices were part of the 
Jewiſn Law, that they univerſally prevail 
ed in the Gentile world: And that they 
are as old as Wen of Cain and Abel. 


I Sacrifices are of human intention; we 
may juſtly challenge and demand, that na- 
. tural reaſon ſuggeſt 
for beginning this rite; nay more, a cauſe 
ſo obvious, and fatisfaQuory, as to ſpread it 
all over the world. ve 


1 late a Author 3 as the abſurdity 
e prevailed by degrees, and that the 
« Prieſts, who ſhared with their Gods, and 
te reſerved the beſt bits for themſelves, 
e had the chief hand in this gainfel ſuper- 
. < ſtition. But who were "the prieſts in 
the days of Cain and Abel, ot What gain 
cculd this ſuperſtition be to thern, who ſa- 
<rificed of their 6wn fubſtance ? If he de- 
nies the fact, and the antiquity of Sacri- 


de asT ſuppoſed all agrevd in that pen 


ONES TS ${:1 net, .-6 1200 21. 
2 Auuthot of che old #5 the cen. 
innig 8 8 | he 


to us a cadſe ſüffcient 
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51 he lies not within the ſcoops of my preſent 
„ amument : tho! we may certainly inſiſt up- | 
on the teſtimony of Moſes for facts, as an 
1 hiſtorian, till older and better evidence is 
produced againſt him. However, I would 
make two obſervations upon what this au- 
| thor has (aid; the firſt is, upon the portion 
> | whuch' belonged to the Heathen | prieſts, 
which he calls the beſt bits; theſe were the 
ne | {ins and feet, b the like perquifite was aſ- | 
ſigned to the prieſts under the levitical law, 1 
„ Hf bal bove to himſelf the ſhin of bt 
| burnt-offering, which he hath offered, Lev. vii 
A g. The fameneſs of the cuſtom among peo- 
ple fo far ſeated from one another, astheJews 
andGreeks were, would lead us to enquire for 
ſome more ancient practice, which prevailed 
before either of their eſtabliſhments, when 
they were educated together in the nurſery 
of Shinaar; and to aggount for this practice, 
will probably carry us back to times earlier 
than even thoſe of Cain and Abel, and af- 
ford a ſtrong preſumption for the inſtitution 


d There was a law that the remains of ſacrifices 
ſhould belong to the Prieſts, and theſe were the ſkins 
and feet, Potter's Antiq. of Greece. Book 2. ch. 3. 
p. 208. | : | 


B 3 of 


* 
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of Sacrifices by God himſelf immediately 
after the fall, from the remains of which the 
Lord Cod nia coats of ſkins for Adam and 
his wife, Gen. iii. 21. thereby, as it were, co- 
vering their tranſgreſſions by part of the ſa- 
crifice, which was to typify him, who by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, ſhould cloath us all 


with - the 'garments of ſebvation, and cover 


uss with a robe of righteouſneſs, Iſa. Ixi. 10. 


Muy ſecond obſervation is, that this au- 

thor admits that ſacrifices on the foot of 
natural reaſon are abſurdities, and cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be the dictates of pure na- 
ture, and therefore refers the invention to 
the avarice and craft of Prieſts, as the only 
likely human means: but we have ſeen, 
that it was abſolutely impoſſible that they 
could be concerned in it; what then re- 


mains, but that we refer its original to a 


nobler ſource, Divine inſtitution, for wiſer 
ends and purpoſes than buman teaſon was 


Privy to. 


But perhaps the evident prejudices with 
which this author wrote, may make his 


conceſſions of no weight, let us hear what 
others 


to the N us. 
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others have to ſay in favour of the human 
inſtitution of ſacrifices. 

A great and learned Author, e who la- 
bours much in the field, obſerves, it was 
a general opinion, that gifts (for Sacrifices 
were always looked upon as ſuch) would 
have the ſame effect with God, as with 
man; would appeaſe wrath, conciliate' and 
purchaſe favour with the Deity, and teſtify 
the gratitude and affection of the Sacrificer: 
and from this principle proceeded expiato- 
ry, precatory, and euchariſtial offerings. 
Ia ſupport of this opinion, paſſages are pro- 
duced from Greek and Roman Poets, 
where this perſuaſion is expreſly mentioned; 
and an inſtance brought to the ſame pur- 
poſe from the example of the Philiſtines, 
who, when they reſtored the ark, ſent pre- 
ſents along with it, to appeaſe the wrath of 
the God of Iſrael, 1 Sam. vi. This is all 
that is pretended from natural light to 
countenance this practice. Let us apply it 


' L 


e ; Spencer de vides lenco. Lib. 3. Oui 3. 
Sect. 2. pag. 763. | 


'B 4 1, How 
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1. How well ſoever the en may 
be thought to hold betwixt ſacrifices and 
gifts, yet the opinion chat ſacrifices would 
prevail with God, muſt proceed from an 


obſervation, that gifts had prevailed with: - 
men; an obſervation which Cain and Abel 


had little or no opportunity to make; the 
few inhabitants then in the world, the fin 
plicity and, abundance of thoſe times were 
not likely to afford many inſtances of this 
ſecret method of pacifying wrath. Prov. 
xxi. 14. Beſides, if thoſe coats of fkins 
which God made for Adam, were the re- 
mains of Sacrifices, ſurely Adam could hot 
ſacrifice from his Obſervation, when there 
were no ſubjects in the world upon: weh 
he could make it. . 


2 If Sacrifices. were offered upon this 
principle, then Cain and Abel offered upon 
the ſame principle; each offering ſuch gifts 
as he had to conciliate the favour of God. 
Cain being a tiller of the ground, brought 
of the fruit of the ground, an offering un- 
to the Lord: and Abel being a keeper of 
ſheep, brought alſo of the firſtlings of his 


flock, and of the fat thereof. Now if the 


Principle of eren was the ſame in 
N 


r 
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both, and though differently expreſſed, 
yet ſuitably to their reſpective conditions, 


why had the Lord reſpect to Abel and his 
offering, but to Cain and * offering he 


had not reſpect? 


3. If we ſhould allow, that Cain offer- 


ed from a notion, that God would be cor- 


rupted with gifts, what could lead Abel 
to de viglenge to the creature, in order to 
pleaſe the Creator ; could reaſan ſuggeſt to 
him, that becauſe a guilty man flew a vice 
tim which deſerved not puniſhment, God 
would be ſo pleaſed with the action as tg 
blot out his former ſins? We will join iſ⸗ 
ſue here, and appeal to the judgment of 
reaſon in this point : ſhe. delivers her ſen- 


| tence by an ancient poet quoted in Por- 


phyry, the famaqus Mes Philoſopher, 49 
this purpoſe. _ 


d Is there any ape < fa extremely credulous 
and abſurd as to think that offals and bones, 
B 5 | WINGS | 


d De legibus Heb, Lib. 3. Cap. 1. ged. 3. page 
250. Sic Poeta vetus Rationem ſolummodo Mas» 
giſtram habens, ſenſum ſuum de facrificiis exprimit; 
Hæc & ejuſdem momenti alia, ſecum in animis vol- 

; | viſſe 
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which a Dog would ſcarce touch, could be 

a a pleaſing gift to the Gods, which they 
would eſteem as an honour done them, and 

for which they would receive the Sacrificers 

into . favour? Many other paſſages might 

be produced to ſhew that natural reaſon 

could not but mock at this ſuppoſed rafhe, 

where the Gods were to ſell away their fa- 
vours, in conſideration of hecatombs re- 

. ceived: but I forbear to load the argu- 
ment with quotations; for J think it evi- 

dent, that the conceits of ſacrifices being in 

the nature of gifts and bribes, does not ſeem 

to be the original reaſon of the inven- 

tion, but the beſt account which the | 
: Heathens could give of ſo ſtrange a rite, ſo | 
univerſally practiſed, after the true rea- 
ſon of its inftitution was loſt. Nay, Dr. 
Spencer himſelf confeſſes, that reaſon's eye, 
without the aſſiſtance of revelation, could 
not ſee, that God would remit fins, or ac- 
cept the life of a victim inſtead of the ſoul 


gentium magiſtris alii, qui Sacrificiorum religionem 
haud adeo magni zftimarunt, mirati ſunt potius unde 
mos ille triſtis per orbem terrarum PP 
mitus dimanavit. 


! 

4 

I 

: 

f 

viſſe videntur Pythagoras, Plato, Porphyrius, & e t 
V 

ol 

£ 


of | 
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of a ſinner e. I may therefore conclude, 
that the doctrine of bloody ſacrifices in ex- 


piation, is not to be accounted for upon na- 


tural principles: we muſt therefore have 
recourſe to a Divine inſtitution, both to 
warrant the practice, and to give a reaſon 
for it; which was, that by the vicarious 
death of theſe creatures, God might keep 
alive in men a faith in that promiſe he had 
made, [that the-ſeed of the Woman ſhould 
one day ſatisfy ſor all the ſins of the world 
in teſtimony and pledge of which, theſe 
facrifices were inſtituted; and in confidence 
and full hopes of this, Abel offered uno 
Cod a more dee Sacrifice, Hin Kae 
Feb: "Wigs 2.9.47 phono ze ih, f 
"Tf [394.31 >! " (2114: „ tene zien. 
vo 2. However, the author of the Fa- | 
thers is brought in defence of tlie contrary 
opinjon.— - But ſince thoſe Fathers had no 
more evidence in this caſe than we have, 
and are only giving their judgment of a 
fact, which” had been paſt. above four 
thouſand years before they lived; and of 
which they had no other records or know- 


dedge than we have, what they fay in eb 


e s neat! J. 


ce _ c ea. 2, Pag. 770. 


"=. 3 


a caſe, 


LO 
> & 
* 
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a eaſe, either for, or againſt us, can paſs 
but for their opinion, and can bo nu de- 
termination of the point. f If human au- 


thority is not eee Aden they 
introduse Gi ein 01 den 


et rig Gf 92 9211 514, 9912 "av; 
9; Divine: and think Nee cn prove 
their point from Seripturs Here we wil⸗ 


bp Maſt of the fathers 12 * produced, ſpeak" lot 
of the original, but only of the Jewiſh inſtitution j but 


dt our queſtion is about the former, fuch writets muſt 
be ſet nſide. There ſtill remain four, the Author of 


the Apoſtol. Cooſtitutions, of the Reſponſes, St. 
Chryſoſtome, and Euſebius Cæſarienſis The two 


| firſt indeed aſſert very fully, that none, who ſa- 


crificed before the Mofaic Law, did" it by ang com- 


mand or direction from God; the opinion of iheſe un- 
certain authors is ſubmitted to the reader, who will 


ellow k What weight he thinks proper. St. Chryſoſ- 
tome ſays, that Abel had no other inſtructor to direct 
him to ſacrifice, but his own conſcience; yet he elſe- 
where contends, - wels not acceptable 
to God on their own account, I Preſumt, he means, 
from any natural $tnels that there wos ip, them, only 


ds they were types and 19808 q.of Chriſt, C de 
Homil. 166. tom. 5. pag. 98 


and 1 think they cou! 
not be conceived as types and images of Chriſt, unleſs 


from the inſtitution! of the Divine economild,' The 
paffage from Euſebius Oæſatienſi is challenged on 


both ſides. See Spencer de legibus Hebræor. lib. 3. 
eap. 4. SeA. 1. pag. 768. Cap. 1. Bect. 2. p. 746. 747. 
On de facrificiis, lib, 1. Cap. 1. Sect. 6. p. 7.8. 10. 


lingly 
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lingly refer ourſelves, nothing eoneerned. 
but that there is no more light afforded us; 
and yet this little or rather no light, is one: 
of their arguments; the ſilence of the 
ſcriptures in this matter is brought as a 

proof to ſupport their opinion.- Moſes 
mentions nothing of the divine inſtitution 
| of Sacrifices, therefore, ſay they, they 
were of human invention. We may argue 
as conclufively, that Sacrifices were ſo ex- 
traordinary a ſervice, fo unaccountable up- 
on the prineiples of human reaſon only, 
that, ſince Moſes ſays not, they were of 
human inſtitution, we muſt refer them 
10 the revealed will of Gad. . But their 
great argument, mentioned by Grotiug, 
opened more largely by Outram, and 
8 much inſiſted on by Spencer, is drawn 
A from Fer. vii. 22, 23. £ pale nut unto your 
le fathers, nor. commanded. them in the day that. 7 
19, brought them. out of the land e Egypt, con- 
ly cerning burnt-offerings or facrifices ; but iu 
' | thing commanded J them, ſaying, Obey my 
es | voice, and I will he your God, and ye ſball be 
on | have commanded you, that it may bs well with: 
3 | 9%. Henes they argue, God chides his po- 
10 | ple for placing ſo much . eee 
. ces, 
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fices, and to leſſen it, tells them, that he 
ſaid nothing of them, when he brought 
them out of Egypt; which would have 
been no means of leſſening their reverence 
for Sacrifices, had they known, or believ- 


ed, that they were originally of God's in- 


ſtitution. But is the fact as they would 
repreſent it? Did not God ſpeak with their 
fathers, nor command them in the day he 
brought them out of Egypt, concerning 
burnt offerings and ſacrifices? They may 
tell us, the text ſays it expreſsly: ſo does 
Joſeph, whoſe brethren had ſold him into 
Egypt, expreſsly ſay to thoſe very bre- 


thren. Gen. xlv. 8. It was not you that ſents + 


me hither, but God, i. e. It was God rather 
than you; the expreſſion here muſt have 
the ſame force; I /pake to them rather a- 
bout. obedience than ſacrifice, Ex0d. XX. 
24. For at the delivery of the law, di- 
rections are given about the Altar and the 
Sacrifices: before they came out of Egypt. 
God poſitively inſtituted the Sacrifice: of 
the Paſſover: Chap. xii. And his meſſage 


to Pharoah by Moſes was, Let my people go, 
_ that they may ſurriſice to the Lord their God, 


Chap. iii. 18. The meaning of the Prophet 


is this; The people of Iſrael wete in co: 


venant 


venant with God, by which great temporal 
bleſſings and proſperity, were engaged to 


tor and governor, and render him a ſuita- 
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them, and the perpetual preſence of God 
amongſt them, in the place which he had 
appointed to put his name there: in confi- 
dence of this covenant they were regard- 


leſs of their morals, and committed all 
kinds of wickedneſs; and then came bold- 


ly before the Lord in his temple, and truſt- 
ing to the covenant of temporal bleſſings, 
and God's promiſe to be ever with them in 
his holy places, and the legal expiation of 
ſins by Sacrifices there, they cried out, 
we are delivered, or privileged to do all 
theſe abomi nations. The Prophet tells 
them, that they miſtook the nature of their 
Covenant; their national proſperity, and 


God's preſence amongſt them were not en- 


on the condition of offering ſacri- 
fices, He - ſpake not to thetr Fatbers con- 
cerning burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, i. e. 
they were not the condition of the cove- 
nant; for the Heathens, as practiſing the 


ſame rites, were as much intitled to the _ 


favour of God on that footing as the Jews: - 
the conditions of the covenant were, that 
they would admit of God for their legiſla- 


ble 
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ble obedienee; in conſeduefee of this fe- 


lation, he promiſed to take them into his 


peculiar patronage, T7 his thing commended be 
them, ſaying, Obey my voice, and F will be 


your Cad, and you ſpall be my people, and 
walk ye in all the ways that I commauded 


you, that it may be well unto you. This I 


take to be the prophet's meaning; that ſa- 
orifiees were not peculiar to the Mefaic 


ſtate, but were ſeals and pledges of that 


general covenant of merey to all mankind, 


rather than of a particular covenant of tem- 


Don bleſſings to the people of Iſrael. 


- From as inconcluſiveneſs of thoſe argu- 
ments, which are produced to prove the 
human inſtitution of ſacrifices, we might 


be left to infer that they were Divinely ap- 
* However I ſhall offer a further 
argument in ſupport of this opinion, taken 
from. the fact mentioned in the text, and 
the Feats! of it. | 


Gem. iv, 3, 4. 3 


Tord. 
firfilings of his flock, and of the fat there- 


cane to paſs, that Cain brought of the 
fruit f the ground an offering unto the 
And Abel, he alſd brought e the 


r 


of. 
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we find a great 


_—_—_ K 


of... Here we find, that both the breth 
@crificed; but at the ſame Rated ſeaſon, 


| ms had. re- 


ceived their reſpective bleſſings from God; 
Cain, in the produce of his tillage, and A- 
bel in the increaſe of his flocks, each of 


them conſecrated part of their reſpective 
bleſſings in Sacrifice ta the Donor; ſo that the 


gratitude and devotion ſeem alike in both, 
and there appears not the leaſt difference, 
but in the matter of the Sactifice, and yet 
difference in the acceptance. 
Gen. iv. 4, 5: The Lord had reſpett unto Mel, 
and to bis offering, but unto Cain and to hit 


offering, be had not reſpecl. Whence could this 


difference proceed? we ſee no grounds for it, 
but that Abel offered an animal, and Cain 
the fruits of the ground, yet this yery diffe- 
rence in the ſacrifices ſeems to imply the 
fame principle in the facrificers, that of 
gratitude to God for their reſpective bleff- 
ings. But the Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. throws great light upon this 
paſſage, when he ſays, By faith Abel offered _ 


a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, Heb, 


xi, 4. Hence it is plain, that though 
| Cain's - 
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Cain's firſt- fruits might ſignify his grati- 
| tude, Abel's animal teſtified his faith. 

But what was that faith? the Author de- 
ines it in the fiſt verſe of that Chapter, 


as the ſubſtance of things hoped for; the 


evidence of things not ſeen; and his in- 


ſtances relate, either to a truſt in the pro- 


miſes of God, or a belief of his teſtimony. 


So that Abel when he offered of the firſt- 
lings of his flock, declared, either his confi- 


- dence in ſome promiſe which God had made, 
or his belief of ſome truth which God had 
revealed. And if God had promiſed, that 
he would remit fins through the availing 
merit of a Sacrifice in due time to be of- 
fered, and in token and pledge of this pro- 
miſe inſtituted bloody ſacrifices for preſent 
atonement, then the offering of theſe Sacri- 
fices was an inſtance of faith in that pro- 
miſe, But let us purſue the ſtory: upon 
this preference given to Abel, Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell, at 
this partiality, or as it may be rendered, 


was extremely grieved and dejected to 


find himſelf under the guilt of fin, while 


= Abel was acquitted * e; then, either to vin- 


dicate 
L Tue falling of the countenance ſeems to denote 


ſorrow - 


Ss ER MON LE. 
dicate himſelf, or comfort Cain, God ex- 
- poſtulates with him; why art thou wroth ? 


and why is thy countenance faln? If thou 


doft well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? And if 
thou doeſt not well, fin lieth at the door: 
and unto thee ſball be his defire, and thou ſhalt 
rule over him, Gen. iv. 6, 7. A very difficult 
paſſage as it ſtands in our Engliſh Bibles ! 
but I think may be cleared up by on- 
ly obſerving, that the word h rendered 
fin, does often ſignify an offering for fin, 
The paſſage may be thus interpreted; 
Why art thou ſo dejected at the prefe- 
« rence ſhewn to thy brother, as if it was 
an inſtance of partiality in me? whereas, 
« it is only the effect of laws which I had 
„ before declared: for knoweſt thou not, 
that if thou diſchargeſt thy duty fully, 
thou ſhalt be accepted? and if thou 
* faileſt therein through human infirmi- 
“ties, that I have provided a remedy, . 
in appointing a Sacrifice and atonement 


ſorrow for ſin, according to its contrary in Fob xi. 14. 
if iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away.— Then 
ſhalt thou lift up thy countenance without ſpot. 


h Peccatum, Sacrificium pro peccato ; Buxt. Lex, 

i, e. Expiatio.—i. e. Sacrificium quo peccatum 
expiatur, - x wr 

cc for 


4 
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dor fin? Abel applied the atonement, 


and is received, Thy not doing the 
| by ſame, muſt proceed from a confidence 
in thy own merits, or a diſtruſt of my 
< . promiſe : no other reaſon can be a 
ſigned; for, the Sacrifice appointed 
was no difficult thing to find, it even 
* concheth- before thy door,“ (the word 
is particular, and denotes the poſture of 
| beaſts) © Not of the wild race that ſhun 
. * mankind, but even wait upon thee for 
« their ſubſiſtence, and are intirely in thy 
« power.” In this view Cain appears con- 
cCeited of his own works, and brings his 
thankſgiving· offering, like the Phaxiſee 
who prayed thus, God 7 thank thee that I 
am not as other men are, Luke xviii. 9, while 
Abel humbly acknowledges: his unworthi- 
neſs, and brings the appointed atonement, 
like the Publican praying, God be merciful 
to me 4 finer ; accordingly Abel, like the 
Publican, departed juſtified rather than the 
other. As I think this is a conſiſtent inter- 
pretation of this difficult paſſage, ſo if ad- 
| mitted, it is a full proof of the divine inſti- 
tution of ſacrifices to atone for fins. A 
practice which prevailed for the ſame pur- 
poſe, before the Moſaic ſtate, as appears by 
the 


ö 
? 
KL 
4 
- 
1 
A 
d 
1 
n 
5 
* 
— 
19 
6 
F 


le 


contrivance and wiſdom beyond 


S8 E R M ON IL. at 
the book of Job, which is general acnow- 
tedged to be older than the ritaes of Moſes: 
that Gentile offered burnt-ſacrifiets to a- 
tone for fins, as it were in full faith, e 
bis redtemer ſboulu fam ar the latter day _ 
upon de curth, Job i. 5g. und Mx. 23. We 
find no hint that in thoſe 'carly ages, they 
looked upon Sacrifices in the naturecf gifts 
or bribes offered to appœaſe, I may Tay d or- 
rapt God Alinighty: ſuch '26Hions were too 
abſurd for the times; they argued more juſt- 
ly, Gap. xxxv. ). F rhou brriphtedus "what 
gibeſt thou iim dr whit receiverb he of thine 
band? Rund the prineiple wus ſo-irreligious, - 
that they believed fire would 8 the 
tabernaeles of bribery, Chap. xv. 


As the Sacrifice of beaſts in a mere na- 
tural light, is too irrational to he aſeribedt 
to human invention, ſo with regard to de 
Divine Oecotiomy, it diſcovers marks of 
the fun- 
plicity of thoſe early ages, or the reſine- 
ments of any ſucceeding one. But, ſup- 
poling Sacrifiess were of human ifventi- 
on, and chat God in compliance only tea 
habit contracted among idolaters indulged - 


his ent in the uſe of them—(which' is 
a ſtrange 
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a ſtrange ſuppoſition ) Vet did the ſon 


of God condeſcend to cloath himſelf with 
the infirmities of human nature, and have 


purpoſe ? er are we miſtaken, when we 


imagine, that Chriſt died under the notion 


of a Sacrifice? yet St. Paul tells us, Eph. 
v. 2. That Chrift gave himſelf for us, an of- 
fering, and a Sacrifice to God. And the Au- 
thor of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 
ix. 26. That be appeared in the end of the 
v world, to take away fin, by the Sacrifice of him- 


j elf. So that a Sacrifice he certainly was ; 


and was nothing more intended by it than 
a ſurpriſing compliance with the fancies 
and inventions of men? No actual atone- 
ment? No merit in his ſufferings? No 
imputation of righteouſneſs ?——To treat 
our Saviour's ſufferings ſo lightly, is to 
count the blood of the covenant, wherewith ue 
are ſanctiſied an unholy thing. Heb. x. 29. 


But if the blood of Chriſt did really a- 


tone for our ſins, and was deſigned to do 
ſo in the eternal decrees of Heaven; 
it is certainly more probable, that Sacri- 
fices were originally inſtituted” by God to 
prefigure and repreſent to mankind this 
one availing Sacrifice. In the fulneſs of 

' time 


a body prepared for him, to ſerve ſo idle a 
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time to be offered for them, than that men 
ſhould invent and univerſally fall into the 
practice of ſuch a rite, which has no 


foundation in nature, and yet by acci- 


dent correſponded to the greateſt, the 
moſt een, event chat 0 * 


ane 


7 dee wm upon 4 Fo point « as ſuffi- | 


ciently proved, that Sacrifices were in their 
original, of divine inſtitution, and in their 


uſe to repreſent to man the forfeiture of life 
he had incurred; to ſignify God's merci- 
ful intention to accept a ſubſtitute, and to 
prefigure that availing ſubſtitute in the ful- 
neſs of time to be offered. Such dignity 
of 1 ſuch weight in the deſign, 


was ſufficient to communicate it to the 


whole race of Adam, and make it, as we 
find it was, the univerſal religion of man- 
kind: All were under the ſame ſentence of 
death; all ſtood alike heirs to the bleſſed 
hope of a Redeemer. A rite by no means 
peculiar to the Jewiſh ſtate, but older, and 
of more general import: Old as the father 
of mankind, and in which all his poſterity 
are alike concerned. But when they be- 
gan to $=4.4 God, and loft the memory, 

of 


2 8 B R M OIN! I. 
of their relation do him'; though che na- 
terial deremònieus worlhip remained, as 
handed down from age to age, yet the rea 
ibn of its inſtitution. was, n 


account for the old ee and make it 
agree with the new Gods they worſhipped : 
[Ard en thisforge were beat out thoſe gen- 
nice ſuggeſtions, which ſome great men 
have produced as arguments to prove che 
human invention of Sacrifices From this 

enquiry into the original, and uſe of Sacri- 


ee paſs on to conſider, as T 
ed, the ade and cireurſtanee 


Tree in the Palover in particular. 


nn 


Nov, to God che Father, God the _- A 
and God 'the Holy Ghoſt, three perſons, 
but one God, be aſcribed, as is due, equa] 
1 aife, honour, glory, ad dominion, and 
. po, Horn vine Sr tb a, ten 
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SERMON II. 
The Jewiſh Paſſover conſidered. 
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Exo b. Xii. 13, 14. 


And the blood ſhall be to you for a token upon 
the houſes where you are And when 1 
ſee the blood, I will paſs over you, and the 
plague ſhall not be upon you to deſtroy you, 
when J. ſmite the land of Egypt. 


And this day ſhall be unto you for a memo- 
rial; and ye ſhall keep it a fraſt to the 
Lord throughout your generations : ye ſhall 
keep it a 7 aft by an ordinance for ever. 


N aver to give the beſt account I can 
of the Jewiſh Paſſover, I ſhall premiſe 
the time and occaſion of its inſtitution. 


Man had nned through the malice of 
the Serpent : A Redeemer was promiſed 


to bruiſe the Serpent's head; through faith 
E | in 
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in which Redeemer, Abel offered a more ex- 


= cellent Sacrifice than Cain Afterwards the 


whole world grew ſo corrupt, that God deter- 
mined to defiroy them with the earth, Gen. vi. 
13. How then was the Redeemer to come ? 
God ſays, ver. 18. He would eftabliſh his cove- 
nant with Noah: The ſame he confirms again 
with Abraham, promiſing, that in him ſhould 
all the families of the earth be bleſſed, Chap. 
Xvil. 4. Here we ſee, that the benefit of the 


promiſe was: for all mankind, though the 


- honour of conveyirg it was confined to 

Abraham and his ſeed ; and becauſe ho- 
noured with this conveyarce, God farther 
promiſes to diſtinguiſh them from the 
world, and give them inheritance in the 
land of Canaan: : Theſe ſeparate promiſes 
were eſtabliſhed with Iſaac : and again 
with Jacob; who, invited into Egypt by 
his own ſon Joſeph, dies there: Here his 
poſterity continued about two hundred 
years; and keeping themſelves diſtinct, 
(through faith in God's promiſes un- 
doubted!y) neither blending in marriages, 
nor joining in the idolatrous worſhip of 
Egypt, drew the jealous eyes of that 
government upon them; who ſeeing 


_ a ſeparate people, and greatly en- 
dee 
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creaſed,” looked upon them as forming a 
ſeparate intereſt, and ready to join an 
enemy; therefore, to keep the preſent 

generation employed, and ſafe from ca- 
balling, their lives were made bitter in 
brick and mortar, and the fears from a 
ſucceeding race prevented by a decree from 
Pharaoh, that the Hebrew males ſhould be 


_ drowned : What numbers periſhed, the 


ſacred Hiſtorian tells us not, but the mi- 
racl: by which he himſelf eſcaped, may 
lead us to think, that the decree was. too 
ſtrictly obſerved ; and though it certainly 
met with ſome reſpite and interruption, yet 
that future Pharaoh's would have executed 
it rigorouſly upon any freſh jealouſy or 
diſturbance, is eaſy to imagine. In this 
miſerable ſituation, what proſpect could 
thoſe bondmen in Egypt have, of poſſeſſing | 
the good land of Canaan? What hopes, 
that in their ſeed (againſt which a cruel de- 
cree was extant) ſhould all the families of 

the earth be bleſſed ? At this hopeleſs junc- 
ture, God remembered his covenant, and 
ſent his ſervant, their deliverer, Moſes to 
perform it, But, before he leads them 
out of Egypt, he inſtitutes the Paſſover, 
as an n aſſurance and pledge that he was a 


C 2 | God 


. 
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God which keepeth covenant. And after 
having preſcribed the time and manner of 
celebrating it, he ſubjoins the reaſons; And 
the blood ſhall be io you. for a token, Ke. Exod. 


ik 24. and vi. 3. Whence it appears, that 
the Paſſover was inſtituted for theſe three 


reaſons ; 


+ 


Firſt, As a token, that God would be 
, mindful of his covenant, by which he had 
engaged, that the world ſhould be bleſſed 
in the ſeed of Abraham, 


Secondly, As a memorial of as great 
bleſſing chen vouchſafed: : 

7 — hy a — fire, whereby not 
-only God exhibited tokens and pledges on 
his part, of the double promiſes he had 
made them; but they alſo, on their part, ; 
| exhibited tokens: and pledges of uncorrupt- ; 
neſs in life and manners, as intereſted” in hi 
the promiſe of a Redeemer ; and of a As 
_ ſpecial allegiance, as intereſted in the pro- 
miſe of the land of Canaan, ages 8 


1 


8 Biß, The Pallbier was inſtitn ak as a 


token that God would be mindful of his 
covenant, 


2 
P * «oi iv. "=>. 
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covenant, by which he had engaged, that 
the world ſhould be bleſſed in the ſeed of 
Abraham. This appears, 5 


1. From the original deſign of Sacrifices 
to typify him who ſhould redeem man- 
kind; to which, I believe, all kinds of Sa- 
crifice had reſpect, though other reaſons 
might be ſuperinduced. Burnt-offerings 
were wholly for this purpoſe, to atone for 
driginal ſin, plainly belonging to an œco- 
nomy more univerſal than the Jewiſh, be- 
cauſe they admitted ſtrangers to offer them: 
Of the treſpaſs and ſin- offerings there can 
be no diſpute which were to atone for per- 


ers ſonal, actual offer ces: and even the 
peace · offerings, though they were eucha- 
nſtical, yet referred to this expiation; for 
not whatever unclean perſon offered theſe, he 
_ was to bear his iniquity, Lev. vii. 18. that is, 


| continue unatoned ; nay, that ſoul 'was to 
art, ¶ be cut off from bis people, Ch. vii. 20. which, 
UPt- as ſome of the Jews interpret, means, that 
d in his ſoul and body ſhould periſh like a 
of * UW brute's*; or, as others ſay, he ſhould be 
Pro-: excluded from the happineſs of the other 
| world, 

Vid. Patrick in locum. 


C 3 a And 
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| pi if the original of Sacrifices was to 
typify Chriſt, and all the kinds of them 
bore ſome relation to his Sacrifice, we can- 
not but ſuppoſe that the Paſſover, particu- 
| larly inſtituted by God, and which he calls, 
buy way of eminence, his Sacrifice, . ſhould 
among other reaſons, have reſpect to this: 


This will appear, Hh 


2. "I the nnn af its inſtitution, 
which was for a token that God had re- 
membered his covenant : And what was 
that covenant ? Why, that in their ſeed ſbould 
all the families of the earth be bleſſed, Gen. 
xii. 3. The cruel decree of Pharaoh and his 
princes, and the fatal obedience paid to 
it in deſtroying the Hebrew males, muſt at 
length have defeated God's intent, and 
cruſhed the promiſed ſeed ; God therefore 
in teſtimony that his covenant ſhould ſtand, 
determines to execute a proportionable 
judgment againſt (the gods, or rather as the 
margin reads, againſt) the princes, Exod. 
xii. 12. and all the land of Egypt, by de- 
troying the firſt-born, from the firft-born of 
Pharaoh, who ſate upon the throne, to the fi- il | 
born of the captrve that was in the dungeon, | 
ver. 29. but the children of Iſrael, the 
conveyers 
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conveyers of the promifed ſeed, were to | 
continue unhurt. And that God would 


thus prepare a way to the accompliſhment - 


of his promiſed mercy, the blood of the 
Paſſover ſprinkled upon their door-poſts, 
was a token and pledge. It appears, 


5 3 Becauſe the Paſſover was not only an 


euchariſtical, but alſo an expiatory Sacri- 
fice : For at the firſt celebration of it, the 
door-poſts were to be ſprinkled with the blood 
of it, Exod. xii. 7. For the future, God 
ordains, Chap. xxxiv. 25. that they ſhould - 
not offer the blood of his Sacrifice with leaven, 
where the Paſſover is meant: And we learn 
in Hezekiah's Paſſover, that the Prieſts 
ſprinkled the blood; 2 Chron. xxx. 16. and 
in Joſiah's, that the Levites killed the Paſſ- 
over, and the Prieſts ſprinkled the blood from 
their hands, Chap. xxxv. 10, 11. Afid if 
it be aſked, to what purpoſe did the blood 
ia Sacrifice ſerve ? the anſwer is given by 
God himſelf, Lev. xvii. 11. The life of the 
fleſb is in the blood, and I have given it to you - 
upon the altar, to make an atonement for your 
fouls, And accordingly the perſon who was 
clean, and yet neglected to offer the Paſl- 
over, was to bear bis fins, Numb. ix. 1 3. | 
C 4 4. And 


= a 
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4 And laſtly, To paſs by the paſſage 
from Ezra, quoted by Juſtin Martyr *, 
which, if genuine, would prove that the 
Jews themſelves interpreted the Paſſover 
in this manner, I could produce large teſti- 
monies. to ſhew that the firſt fathers of 
the church underſtood this rite as a type 
of Chriſt : Not that I need ſuch an argu- 
ment, ſince the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking by St. 

| Paul, puts it out of diſpute, affirming, that 
, the deſign of that rite was fulfilled in the 
death of Chriſt, Chrift our Paſſover 15 JE: 


Jiced for us, 


A ſecond reaſon for the inſtitution of 
the Paſſover was to be a memorial of the 
great bleſſing then vouchſafed, And this 


day fhall be unto you for a memorial, 


_ ereCting into a ſtate, and claiming for his 

own peculiar people, might not forget this 

wonderful deliverance, which opened a t 

way to the performing of his promiſes, and t 

Was as a kind of birth-day to the nation, ill a 

he inſtitutes the Paſſover, "with ſuch rites w 
| a 


( 
That the Jews whom God was juſt then t 
t 
v 


k Dialog. p. 292. Editio Thirlb. 1722. 
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as might call to their remembrance annually, 


the double mercy then vouchſafed to them: 


iſt, In redeeming the promiſed ſeed from 
death: And, 2dly, In leading them forth 
from captivity, in order to poſſeſs the pro- 
miſed land. Both - theſe reaſons are ex- 
preſſed; the firſt would be remembered by 
the very name of the Paſſover, and was 
intended ſo to be, Exod. xii. 24, 26, 2. 


You ſhall obſerve this thing for an ordinance 


to thee, and to thy ſons for ever, —and 


when your children ſhall ſay unto.you, what 


mean you by this ſervice? That ye ſhall 
ay, it is the. ſacrifice of the Lord's Paſſover, 
who paſſed over the houſes of the children 
of Iſrael in Egypt, when he ſmote the Egyp- 
lians, and delivered our houſes. In memory 


of the latter, their journeying out of Egypt 
towards Canaan, they were. commanded. 


to eat the Paſſover with their loins girded, 
their ſhoes on their feet, ver. 11. (not naked as 


when they trod the clay) and their ſtaff in 


their hand, as ready for their departure. So 
that a memorial, it was beyond diſpute ; 


and if fo, might not any man of Iſrael, 


whenever he had a mind to praiſe God, 
and ſtir up the devout: remembrance of 
theſe benefits within him, expreſs his reli- 
"lb gious 
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i gious gratitude and offer his paſchal Lamb 
by himſelf? If it was inſtituted as a me- 
morial, muſt it not, as ſuch, be accepta- 
ble at all times, in all places, and from all 
perſons? No, for it was to be offered only 
on the 14th day of the 1ſt Month, and 
even then between the two evenings: and 
though in Egypt, where'they had no-pub- 
tic place of worſhip, they were to eat it in 
houſes, yet afterwards, we read it was com- 
-manded, thou ſhalt not ſacrifice the Paſſover 
within any of thy gates, which the Lord thy 
God grueth thee, but at the place which the 
. Lord thy God chuſeth to put his name there, 
there thou ſtalt ſacrifice, Deut. xvi. 5, 6. And 
though before the ſeparation of the Le- 
vites, and appointment of the prieſthood, 
each firſt-born as prieſt in his family, killed, 
and ſacrificed for his houſhold in Egypt, 
yet afterwards, whoever killed, whether 
people or Levites, yet the prieſts ſprinkled 
Abe blood from their hands 2 Chron. xxxv. 11. 
Theſe therefore were eſteemed parts of the 
inftitution, and none could worthily com- 
memorate the paſſover, without obſerving it 
in theſe particulars. But might it not 
have been ſafely urged, that whoever 
complied with the inſtitution, and grate- 
"LIE fully 
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fully acknowledged the mercies then to be 


remembered, did worthily celebrate, and 
partake of the Paſſover? Was it not a me- 
morial? And what more could be required 
of any one, than to keep it according to 


the forms preſcribed, with a thankful re- 
membrance; My ſbould any be kept back © 


from offering this offering to the Lord in his 
appointed ſeaſon Num. ix, and th ver. There 


was a farther condition required, a fitneſs 
legal impurities were rea- 


in the receiver; 
ſons why thoſe who were polluted with 
them could not offer till they had cleanſed 
themſelves; whoever offered this euchariſ- 
tical ſacrifice (as well as the other peace- 


offerings) in his uncleanneſs, that foul was 


to be cut off, or puniſhed with diſeaſes, 


for ſo I take it, many of Ephraim and 


Manaſſeh, Iſachar and Zebulun were pu- 
niſned at Hezekiah's paſſover : but at the 
Good King's interceſſion, he Lord bear- 
kened to Hezekiab, and healed the people. 


(Compare Num. ix. 6. Lev. vii. 20. 2 Chron. 


xxx. chap.) So that a facrificial feaſt, 
which is profeſſedly for a memorial of 
bleſſings received, is not always worthily 
partaken of, by a thankful remembrance 
ys of thoſe bleſſings; ſo far from it, that 


unleſs 


—— 
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unleſs there was a due preparation before, 
diſeaſes and deſtructions followed after. 


And as the law held forth theſe types, 
the goſpel anſwers them with their anti- 
types: did they ſacrifice their paſſover? 
Ariſt our paſſover is ſacrificed for us. Was 
theirs to them for a memorial? we alſo are 
to celebrate ours in remembrance of the 
inſtituter, Zuke xxii. 19. Was that ſacrifice 

a feaſt to them peculiar, of which the ftran- 
Fer and the foreigner were not to eat? we 
alſo have an altar of which they have no 

right is eat, which ſerve the tabernacle, Heb. 
13. 10. Were they to take care wp be clean 
before they were meet partakers ? we alſo- 
are required to examine ourſelves, and 
7 to eat of that bread, and drink of that cup, 

1 Cor. 11th, Were the unworthy receivers 
among them threatened with death and 
diſeaſes? for the like cauſe St. Paul tells 
the Corinthians, that many were weak and 
Ally amongſt them, and many ſlept, 1. Cor. 
xi. 30. Nor is it any wonder that the un- 
worthy obſervers of the Paſſover ſhould be 
puniſhed, when we conſider that it was in- 
ſtituted, thirdly, as a fœderal rite, where- 
by not only God exhibited tokens and 


P 
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pledges on his part, of the double promiſes * 
he had made them: but they alſo, on 


their part, exhibited tokens and pledges of 
, uncorruptedneſs in life and manners, as 
intereſted in the promiſe of a Redeemer , 
and of a ſpecial allegiance, as intereſted in 
the promiſe of the land of Canaan, 27 


ſhall keep it a feaſt to the Lord throughout 


your generations ye ſhall keep it a feaf by 
an ordinance for ever. 


All ſacrifices whereof the offerers par- 


took, were looked upon in their natures 
as fœderal and covenanting rites. a 


5 For 


a It was a general cuſtom to partake of the ſacri- 


ſices offered, in token of a covenant between God and 


the Sacrificer. Feaſting and entertaining always were, 
and are ſtill, looked upon as pledges and tokens of 
friendihip: and what feaſts are between man and man, 


ſacrifices were between God and man, where the vic- .. 
tim conſecrated became God's food, and man admit- - 


ted to partake of it became God's gueſt, Thus Pſalm 
50. and 5, God calls together thoſe to whom he had 
thewn mercy, under the character of ſuch as made a 
covenant with him by ſacrifice. And when the Iſrae- 
lites fell off from God, and joined themſelves to 
Baal-peor, they did by eating of the ſacrifices of the 
dead. Pſalm 106. and 28. So general was this end 
of TERA that in the Hebrew language, words of 

banquetting 
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For God did thereby entertain the ſacri- 
ficers as his Gueſts at his own table: but 
God 


4 


banquetting are ſrequently ſubſtituted for words of Sa- 
crificing, Ezekie! xviii, 6. He who hath not eaten 
upon the mountains, means one who hath nat ſacrific- 
ed to falſe Gods. And the meſſage ſent to Pharaoh 
by God, to let his people go, that they might ſacrifice 
to the Lord; Ex. iii. 18. is delivered by Moſes, Ex. 
v 1. Let my people go, that they may hold a feaſt unto 
me in the wilderneſs, a manner of expreſſion not un- 
known to the Romans, for in Virgil (Zn. 4. v. 206.) 
Jarbas expoſtulates with Jupiter as if he was un- 
willing or unable to ſhew him that favour which he 


| ſtood engaged; 


Jupiter emnipotens, cui nunc Mauruſia pictis 
Gens epulata tor is Lenæum libat honorem, 
Aſpicis hæc? | 


The ſame cuſtom afforded Homer an opportunity 
of deſcribing the Gods as gone to a ſeaſt in Æthiopia. 
Profane authors refer the original of eating part of the 
facrifices as far back as Prometheus, hunc ſacrificii 
morem a Prometheo originem duxiſſe volunt, quo 
rtem hoſtiz in ignem conjicere ſoliti ſunt partem ad 
ſuum victum abuti. Salmaſius And if Prometheus 
was not Noah (as ſome ſuppoſe he was) he was at 
jateſt fon of Japetus or Japhet, and fo grandſon of 
Noah; and if Noah was the firſt who was indulged in 
the uſe of animal food, we cannot but wonder that tra- 

. dition ſhould bring the heathens ſo near the truth, 
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God did not admit all perſons indiſctimi- 
nately to- be partakers of it. Thoſe only 
who were in covenant with him were al- 
lowed to eat of the paſſoyer ; no ſtranger, 
no ſojourner, no uncircumciſed perſon 
could eat of it; with theſe his covenant 
was not made, therefore for thoſe his table 
was not ſpread. 


This covenant, as has been before ob- 
ferved, was double, a general and a peculiar 
mercy promiſed : the general mercy was the 
ſeed in whom all the nations of the earth 
were to be bleſſed; the peculiar mercy was, 
that Abrabam thro' his poſterity ſhould 
convey this bleſſing, and they as honoured 
with the conveyance, were to poſſeſs the 
land of Canaan, and be made a great na- 
tion: the Paſſover was a pledge of both 
theſe ; in the preſervation of the ficſt born, 


and their deliverance from Egypt. The 
conditions on the part of the Iſraelites 


were, an uncorruptedneſs of lifg.and man- 

ners, as intereſted in the faſt promiſe, 
and a ſpecial allegiance, as intereſted in 
the ſecond, The token by which this 
latter was exhibited in the Paſſoyer, was 


the ſeal of circumeiſion, without which 


None 
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none were admitted to partake of it; for 
if a ſtranger deſired to celebrate the Paſs- 
over, he was firſt to be circumciſed, and 
then be ſball be as one borwin the Land, Ex, 
xii. 48. But as the other bleſſing was 
more general, and belonged to a mere an- 

cient coveaant, I ſhould imagine that the 


pledge of engagements on man's part 
ſhould be borrowed from mere ancient 


uſe; and this I apprehend was the cafe of 
unleaven'd bread; though this indeed has 
ſometimes been repreſented as a rite pecu- 


liar to the Paſſover, to repreſent the haſte 
with which they were delivered out of 


Egypt, when the people took their dough be- 
fore it was leaven'd, their kneadmg. troughs 
being bound up in their cloaths upon their 
ſhoulders : Ex. xii, 34 But this appears 
to me to be a miſtake for ſeveral reaſons. 


1/, Becauſe the haſte and ſpeed of their 
_ deliverance was ſignified by another part 
4 their inſtitution, which was, their eat- 


the Poſſorer in heſte, with their loins 
nen Vir ſhoes 0a their feet, and their 


| ſtaves te BY zands, 


s 24ly, 


SERMON I 41 


24ly, Unleavened bread was not pe- 
culiar to the Paſſover, but appointed 
in other Sacrifices alſo, where no 
remembrance of Egypt, or their delive- 
rance from it is ſuppoſed : and it was a 
general rule, that no Jeavened bread was 
to be offered to God upon the altar; there- 
fore ſomething elſe was ſignified by it, 
which was common to other Sacrifices, as 
well as the Paſſover. 


_ gdly, Unleavened bread was not only 
common to the Paſſover, and other Jewiſh 
Sacrifices, but alſo with the Sacrifices of 
the old Heathen world t, a cuſtom pro- 
bably deſcended from the beginning of 
times, and tho Maimonides ſuppoſes the 
uſe of it was preſcribed the Jews, in op- 
poſition to the Zabii, who uſed cakes 
fermented with honey, t yet I rather ſup- | 
poſe that God reſtored the more primitive 
ſimple method of unleavened cakes, which 
the delicacy and luxury of many, the Zabii 


t Sane his verſibus, Ceterem corruptam undis, 
& torrere parant, c. Jus pontificum latenter attin- 
git; Flamines autem farinam fermantatam contingere 
non licebat, Serviusad En: 1. v. 77. | 


t More Neyo. Lib. 3. c. 46th. | 
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<= 


in particular, had corrupted. 1 therefore 


_ apprehend, that it was offered in token 


of ſimplicity, and uncorruptedneſs of 
manners thereby repreſented, and as it 
were pledged . by the offerer, borrowed 
from primitive cuſtom in the firſt ages, when 


we may conceive that types, ſigns, and 


hieroglyphicks were the chief language of 
mankind. This deſign of it, ſeems preſerv- 


ed among the Gentiles, * for Plutarch aſ- 
ſigns this very reaſon, that leaven itſelf 
proceeds from corruption, and corrupts 


the meal with which it is uſed: and a- 
greeable to this, the word is by ſome de- 
rived from an Arabick original [ Poli ſynops, 
in Ex. $i. 9. verſe.) ſignifying pure, un- 
mixt, purged of all ferment, which the 
antients looked upon as a principle of cor- 
ruption. But above all, the frequent allud- 
ing to this by our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 


juſtifies the interpretation: ſuch as, beware 


The uſe of meal amongſt them in their Sacrifices, 
mixed with another Symbol of uncorruptneſs, ſalt, 
was fo univerſal, that Pliny tells, nulla (Sacra) con- 
ficiuntur fine mole falſa. Nat. Hiſt. Lib. 31. cap. 
and Ovid points at the antiquity of this cuſtom. 
Ante Deos homini quod conciliare valebat, 

Far erat, & puri lucida mica falis, | 

: - Faſt. Lib. 50 

1 O 


i 
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of the leaven of the Phariſees, and of the 
Sadducees, by which we know were meant 
their corrupt doctrines and hypocriſy. There 
are indeed two words uſed for leaven in the 
ſame verſe, in this twelfth chapter of 
Exodus, | Radix eft relinquere, religuum eſſe. 
Radix, acuit, acetoſus fuit.] The latter 
of which denotes the uncorruptneſs I have 
been mentioning, and which is fo often al- 
luded to in the New Teſtament ; the former 
has another ſignification, and implies any 
ſtale bread, or what had been in uſe before, 
thereby pledging a newneſs of life, and 
putting away their old manners, purging 
out the old leaven, 1 Cor. v. 6. as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, hat ye may be a new 
lump. 1 Cor. v. 7. And both theſe forts 
of leaven he alludes to, when he applies 
the doctrine of the Jewiſh Paſſover to - 
that of the Chriſtian, For Chriſt our 
Paſſover is ſacrificed for us; therefore let us 
keep the feaſt, not with the old leaven of © 
malice and wickedneſs, but with the unlea- 
vened bread of fincerity and truth, ver. 7. 8. 
But the more particular examination of 
theſe words muſt be deferred to another 


Oppor- 
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opportunity. Now 10 God the Father, God 
© the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, three per- 
sn, but one God, be aſcribed, as is due, all 
ms honour and glory, thankſgrving and praiſe, 
== l/ve and obedience, for ever and ever, 
= Amen, 


* 
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SERMON III. 
The Chriſtian Paſſover con- 
te n ered. ' = 


* 


: L# . 
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1 Con. v. 7. 8. 


Chriſt our Paſſover 15 ſacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feaſt, not with 
the old leaven. neither with the leaven, of | 


malice and wickedneſs; but with the un- 
lequened bread of ſincerity. and truth. 


late to the paſchal ſupper, I con- 
ceived that a previous knowledge of the 

) N || Paſſover would be neceſſary to lead us to 
a true knowledge of that Ohriſtian facra- 

ment which ſucceeds it. And having en- 
be deavoured 


5 the Lord's ſupper is 43 to re- 


MENT * 
” : 


deavoured in the former diſcourſe, to ex- 
plain that, we are the better prepared to 

ſee the meaning of the Apoſtle's exhortation 
in the text, which is built on the known 
relation that the one bore to the other ; 


from which relation the following doctrines 
are eaſil y deducible. 


Firſt, that the death of Chriſt is to 
be remembered by us under the notion of 
; a Sacrifice, 


Secondly, that the Lord's ſupper inſtitu- 
ted in memory of it, is alſo a Sacrifice, 
as much as any of the ere Sacrifices 
were. | 


Third, that the hacia ſupper is farther 
a covenanting rite, from whence we may, 
fourthly, obſerve, what preparation is neceſ- 
fary to fit us for worthily partaking of it. 


Bi, the death of Chriſt is to be re- 
membered by us under the notion of a 
Sacrifice. 


IJ, Tho! the death of Chriſt bore no re- 
lation to the Paſſover in patticular, yet as 
the original deſign of Sacrifices in general, 
was to prefigure the ſatisfaction of Chriſt's 


on 
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death, and the atonement of his blood, 
(as has been proved in the firſt diſcourſe,) 
then the death of Chriſt muſt be looked 
upon as a Sacrifice in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
nay in compariſon of which, all other Sa- 
crifices were but as ſhadows to the ſub- 
ſtance. * This preference the author of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, gives it when 


he ſays, Ze are come to the blood of ſprink- 


ling, (meaning the Sacrificial blood - of 
Chriſt,) which ſpeaketh better things than that 
of Abel, 1, e. the blood which Abel 
ſprinkled in Sacrifice, could not ſpeak that 
peace to the conſcience, which the blood 
of Chriſt does, that being but a figure 
and ſhadow of this real atonement. 


2 Though Sacrifices 1n general had not 


been inſtituted to prefigure the death of 


Illud enim Sacrificium ſucceſſit omnibus Sacriſj- b 


ciis veteris teſtamenti, quz immolabantur in umbra 
futuri. Auguſt. de civitate Dei. Lib. 17, c. 20. p. 
484. For that Sacrifice came in the place of the 
Sacrifices of the Old Teſtament, all which were 


Alain with reſpect to this. This blood waſhed away 


fins even in the types, and if it had ſuch efficacy in 
the types, if death did ſa much dread the ſhadow, 


tell me, ſhall it not much more be of afraid of the 


ſubſtance. Chryſoſt. Tom. 8th, Page 293. 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, yet as this is the antitype of the 
' Paſſover, it muſt be conſidered as a Sacri- 
fee: for that the Paſſover was a Sacrifice, 
is evident, and has been proved in the 2d 
_ difcourſe; it is fo called expreſsly by God 
himſelf; 1 1 is the Sacrifice of the Lord's Paſſo- 
ver. Exod. xii. 25. The blood of the 
Lamb was ſprinkled upon the door poſts, 
in the firſt celebration, and by the prieſts 
_ afterwards, which was undoubtedly a 
Sacrificial rite, for we know, the blood 
was given to be an attonement for the ſoul ; 
Lev. xvii. 11. and that the death of Chriſt 
correſponds hereto, the Apoſtle directly 
affirms in the text, Chriſt our Paſſover 1s 
ſacrificed for us d. 


8 Poſtquam typicum paſcha fuerat impletum, et 
agni carnes cum Apoſtolis cemederat, aſſumit panem, 
qui confortat cor hominis, & ad verum paſchæ tranſ- 
greditur ſacramentum, Hierom, Tom. 9. p. 62. 


After that the typical paſſover was finiſhed, and 


Chriſt had eat the fleſh of the Lamb with his diſci- 
ples, he takes bread, which ſtrengthens man's heart, 
and proceeds to the true Sacrament of the paſſo- 
ver, In that night Chriſt gave an accompliſhment 
to the typical paſſover, and ſhewed the Architype 


of that type. Theod. p. 175. | 
Third. 


( CL 7 


S E RM O N III. 49 


Third, In farther proof of this point, 
let us weigh the following texts; Mie are 
ſanttified through the offering of the body of 
Teſus Cbriſt.— l bo gave himſelf for us an 
offering and a. Sacrifice to God. — Having ap- 
peared once in the end of the world, to put 
away fin by the Sacrifice of himſelf — And af. 
ter he had offered one Sacrifice for fins, for 
ever ſat down at the right hand of God. 
Heb: x, 10. Epheſ. v. 2. Heb. ix. 26. 
Heb. x. 12. I know not any one fact or 
doctrine in the whole Bible, that is deli- 
vered in more plain and expreſs terms 
than this is; to eſcape through them, by 
calling them high, figurative expreſſions, | 
is trifling with that $48 which inſpired the 
writers of them 


But to prevent ſuch an attempt, if poſſi- 
ble, let us in the fourth place conſider the 
nature of an expiatory Sacrifice, and ex- 
amine, upon the teſtimony of the Apoſ- 
les, whether Chriſt's death anſwered it or 


* For this reaſon the Sacrifice was offered with- 
out the city, and without the walls, to teach us, 
that the Sacrifice was univerſal, that it was an offer- 
ing for the whole earth, and an expiation for human 
nature in general. Chryſoſt, de paſſione Chriſti, - _ 

2 not. 
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not. Firſt, an expiatory Sacrifice is in its 
nature a ſolemn ſubſtitute, where the 
thing ſacrificed bears the N due 
to the Sacrificer 6: 


Now it was propheſied of Chriſt, that, 
he ſkould be wounded for aur tranſgreſſions, 
bruiſe for our iniguities, that the chaſtiſe- 
ment of. our peace ſhould be upon him, and 
we healed tbr his ſtripes, l. Iſai a iii. 5.. Accor- 
dingly we are taught, that in due time, Crit 
died far the ungodly; the: juſt. for the unjuſt, 
Rom. v. 6. A bile we were, finners, Chrift died 
for us.;—be died for all; — be laid down hrs 
life for us; — he ſuffered fur us. 1 Pet. iii. 
18. Rom. v. 8. 2 Cor. M 1, 1. John iii. 
16. x Pet. ii. 21. But auh, as the ſub- 
ſtitute cannot avail, unleſs the perſon to 


1 The Heathens had hs fame _ for Hero- 
- dotus in his Euterpe tells us, that the Egyptians had 
a cuſtom of laying an execretion on the heads of 
their Sacrifices, in this manner, that if any evil 
was impendent on the Sactificers, or on whole / Egypt, 
it might be converted on this head. And the general 
cuſtom of expiating a city among the Gentiles, was 
by devoting one perſon for the reſt, and throwing 
his aſhes into the W to cry out, be thou a luſtra- 
tion for us. | A 
whom 
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whom the debt or forfeiture is due, God 
will accept of this various payment |, 


God's appointment was neceſlary in a Sa- 
crifice, * (which is a farther argument for 

| their divine original,) and we find it was 
ſo in fact under the Levitical law, It was 
foretold of Chriſt by the Prophets, that 
God ſbould make his Soul an offering for ſin, 
Iaiah liii. 10. agreeable to which we learn, 
that God gave his only, begotten ſon, that they 
who helieve ſbould not periſh,, John iii. 16. 
Gol. ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered 
him for us all, Rom. viii. 32. God ſent 


bis ſon to be the propitiation for W "Pp 
1: John iv. 10. 


SFT 


Hence the Heathens were very careful that the 
victims were perfect; and the prieſts prayed that the 
Saerifice might be acceptable: hence the porcus ex- | 
imius, bos - egregius, ovis lecta, and. Plautus in+ 
troduces a-complaining votary, 

Sex immolavi'2gnos, nec potui tamen, Topitiam 

Venerem facere, uti eſſet mihi quoniam litare 

nequeo. Pænulus, act. 2. 

* The Gentiles had 1 Sactiees and 
ictims for their reſpective Deities, and ſheep were 
eckoned the hortiz maximæ, not for their bigneſa, 
but their acceptableneſs to their Gods, Notatum 
x aliens hoſtia Deos non placari, Plinius, Nat. 


iſt, 
I D 2 But, 
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But, 34h), that the concurrence of the 
debtor might not be wanting, theſe Sacri- 
fices were - required to be voluntary, and 
are therefore called gifts and offerings *. 


Here mankind was the debtor, and we 
are informed, that Chriſt the ſon of Man, 
and great repreſentative of our nature, 
Gave himſelf for our fins, according to the 
will of God; ,—offered himſelf without 2 


t½ God; — and gave himſelf a ranſom for all, , 
Gal. . Heb. IX, 14. 1 Tim. 1, 67. | 
Tu munera ſupplex tende. Vie. ſu 
Impius ne ene e donis itam Deorum. le; 
Cicero, of 
7 Our Saviour did not only offer willingly, but wa : 
alſo himſelf the willing victim, which was a conſider * 
able article in the Gentile religion: thus the Saci- 0 
fices were led with a looſe rope, leſt by being dragged 
they ſhould ſeem to diſcover an unwillingneſs: a f. 
ther trial was made by drawing a knife from its fore : v 
ree 


head to the tail, at which, if the victim ſtruggle 
it was rejected: nay, a bare non-reſiſtance was nd 
ſufficient, it was, as it were, to give its conſent, “ 

a nod, annuere, and to this end they-pyw ed watt 
Fan its ear, and ſometimes barley: and if by ar 
chance the beaſt eſcaped the ſtroke, leaped up aft 
it, bellowed, did not fall prone on the ground, afit 

the fall, kicked, and ſtamped, was reſtleſs as thou 
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4athly, The mediation of one compa- 
ratively innocent was alſo required to in- 
tercede and render the Sacrifice accepted; 
nd the Prieſts therefore were to make the a- 
tonement ;; but that atonement was li- 
mited and partial, becauſe the law made 
men high-prieſts who had infirmity, and 
be who therefore needed daily, to offer Sa- 

eriice, firſt for their own fins, and then 
ſon for 1he people, Heb. vii., 26, 27. But to 
+ make a full atonement, ſuch 4 high prieff 
became us, who is boly, harmleſs, unaefiled, 
bly ſeparate from ſinners, verſe 26. The ſame 
Author proceeds to tells us, that we have 
ſuch a high prieſt, who obtained a more excel- 
m. Wl {ent miniftry, by how much he is the mediator 
| of a better (ov2nant,- who by one offering hath 
perfefted for ever them that are ſantt! fed, 
Heb. viii. hs 5 


5720 
ir KY be pale Ly difficulty, did not bleed 
freely, and was a long time in dying, it was thought 
unacceptable to the Gods. Votes: 8 Given ry book 


2, _— 150 


17 


is N It We and that whatever. was admitted 
o the office of ptieſthood; ſhould be ſonnd and perfect 
in all his members, nor ought, they to be perfect in 
Pong only, but upright in mind, nothing ought to ap- 
D 3 my 


[8 
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5thly, The debt or forfoiture itself, 
which the. ſubſtitute was to pay, was its 
life, and as the life of all fleth is in the 
blood, God gave'the blood upon the altar 
to make an atonement for the fouls of men, 
$ Heb. ix. 22. Therefore without blood there 
is no remiſſion. Hence we are taught, that 
the blood of Jeſus Chrift cleanſeth us from, all 
fin, 1 John i. 4.—that be has waſhed us 
from our fins in bis own blood, Rev. i. 5.— 


proach the Gods, but what is pure and uncortupt; 
therefore the prieſts lived temperately and chaſtely, 
abſtaining from thoſe pleaſures which were allowable 
in other men. They were ſo rigid in obſerving this 
cuſtom at ſome of their ſolemnizies, that the priefts 
and prieſteſſes were foreed to take an oath, that they 
were duly purified. Ibidem, Nay, Plato requires 
not only a perſonal but alſo an hereditary innocence ; 

for ſpeaking of the election of prieſts he tells us, 
that they muſt not only themſelyes be free from mur- 
der, and other crimes which offend the Gods, but 
their parents too muſt have led their lives in the like 
unblameable manner. Vid, Plat, De legib, Lib. 6. 
p. 759. edit. Steven. 


$ The Heathens believed life was for life. 


Hane animam bis pro melden damus, 
Ovid. Faſt. 


and that the life was in the blood, wherefore, the ex- 
prefſion of, ſanguine quærendi reditus, bs ratied to 
animaque litand um, 


that 
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that not by the blood of goats and of cal ves, 
but by his own blood he entered into the boly 
place, Heb. ix. 12.— That we have redemp- 
tion by his blood. Epheſ. i. 7. and in 
the. inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, he 
calls the wine, bis blood of the New Teftament 


which is bed for many, Matt. xxvi. 28. 


Laſtiy, the happy effect and conſequence 
of this was the diſcharge and acquittal of 
the debtor, the juſtification of the ſinner. 
Thus he was made fin or a fin offering 
for us, who knew 'no fin, that we might be 
made the. righteouſneſs of God in bim, 2 
Cor. v. 21, Every unprejudiced reader 
muſt be ſatisfied with ſuch plain texts; 
agreeable to which, our church exhorts 'to 
partake of the Lord's ſupper; © in remem 
brance of the Sacrifice -of the death of 
Chriſt, who made thereby his one oblation 
of himſelf once offered, a full, perfect, 
and ſufficient Sacrifice, oblation and ſatiſ- 
faction for the ſins of the whole world.“ 
But this point ſecured, it may be objected, 


| Pacitus points at this opinion among the Hea- 
chens in his et book, when he ſays, gaudebat cædi- 
bus miles, tanquam femet abſolverat. 


D 4 that 
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that ſince the Lord's ſupper was inſti: uted 
in remembrance of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, 
it cannot be itſelf a Sacrifice, but only 
a memorial. This leads me to ſhew, 


2dly, That the Lord's ſupper inſtituted 
in memory of Chriſt's death, was it ſelf 


a Sacrifices, as much as any of the Jew- ' 


Hh Sacrifices were. 


Uirſt, It is no argument againſt it to ſay 

it is a memorial, and therefore no Sacrifice; 
for amongſt the Jews, we find that the 
moſt conſecrated part of the Sacrifice 1s 
called a memorial; I mean that part of 
the meat-offering which. was burnt upon 
the altar, as God's appropriate ſhare; *zhe 


Prieſt ſhall take from the meat-offering a me- 


morial thereof,, and ſhall burn it upon the 


altar: it is an offering made by fire, of a ſweet 


favour unto the Lord, Lev. ii. 9. So that 
the part called the memorial was the very, 
offering made by fire, for the reſt was not 


— 


$ Manducare panem, eſt in Novo Teſtamento Sa- 

- crificium Chriſtianorum. Auguſt, de civitaze Dei. L. 

17. c. 5. p 466. To eat bread is the die da- 
ciifice in the New Teſtament,” 


burnt. 
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burnt. This obje&tioa rather helps us; for 


it ptoves at beſt that the Lord's ſupper : is 
neverthelels: a Sactifice for r a memo· 


nal t. 92910 * 181 V 3 21 2 


245% The Paſſover itſelf was appoi Silited 
among other reaſons, as a memorial, and 
yet it is expreſsly called, he facrifice f the 
Lord's Paſſover,” El. xii- 27. the lite 
which ſpcceeds in the place of that, and 
is, like that, Ppoinred ke a wine, is 
like that 855 ße d as a Sacrifice 
pay ' 


buy the Primitive, Chiitians believed "and 
WIR itn? ders Ei's ei uſdem Sactißcii meino- 
rian! edfeb Oat stel oſancta le chwwge, '& participhti- 
one\corporis\& fangiuinizChriſt;: Here wer find St. 
Ayguſtine, , Tom. Sth p. 380, tells us that the 
Christians celebrated this memorial by an oblation, 


as well as by a parzicipation of the body and blood 
of Chit, e fo ar P 1113999 Dig x 2 nan 


. Guudentivs Brixchſch in a paſſa ge too long to 
tranſeribeʒ· Inact, DeiExod. 2. p. 806. calls the le- 
gal paſſovet a ſhadow and figure of the true Lamb, 
which among Chriſtians is ſlain in Sacrifice in 15 
2 of bread and wine. 

The deamed Pfaſſius having well 1 ad 
examined this matter, declates, or rather confeſſes, it 
ridiculous te imagine that the antients by their obla- 
lion and Sacrifige, meant no more than prayer or 
thank giving, Pfaff. de oblat. Conſecr. Euchar. p. 50. 


X D 5 34%, 
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Zah, I contend for its being a ſacrifice 
as much, and no more than the Jewiſh. ſa- 
cnfices were, becauſe the death of - Chri/t 
was .the one, only, real ſacrifice, which 
could be offer'd but in one inſtant of time. 
And yet as the benefits thereby procured 
were the greateſt comfort, and only ſupport 
to a burthened conſcience, it Was there- 
fore neceſſary to be often preſent to the 
mind in all ages of the world. For this 
reaſons types were inſtituted to prefigure 
the ſacrifice of Chrift before he ſuffered ; 
and for the ſame reaſon a memorial ;nfti- 

tuted to commemorate. it after he ſuffered; 
both of them appointed for the ſame pur- 
poſe, to repreſent the death of Chr, they 
are equally memorials, and 'equally facri- 
 Fices, differing from one another, only as 
the morning and evening ſhadow, 


f Hejus Sacrificii caro & ſangtis ante adventum 
Chriſti per victimas ſimilitudinum promittebatur, in 
paſſione Chrifti per ipſam veritatem reddebatur, poſt 
aſcenſum Chriſti per Sacramentum me moriæ celebra- 
tur. Auguſtine Tom. 8. p. 348. | 
' 4 The fleſh and blood of this Sacrifice were promiſed 
before Chriſt came by preßgurative vidims; were 
really and indeed exhibited in his paſſion; and after 
his aſeenſion are 3 in the ſacfament of re- 


membrance.“ 
uhh, 


4 


4thly, St. Paul underftosd the Lord's 
fupper as a facrifice, as appears in this 
Epiſtle from whence the text is taken : he 
exhorts the Corinthians who. communicated 
at it, not to eat of the meats ſacrificed to 


idols, for, ſays he, you cannot be parta- 


kers of the Lord's table, ard the table of 
Devils. So that table ſignifies the fame 
thing in both places, only appointed for 
different ſervices; but the table of Devils 
means the altar, and the meat upon it the 
ſacrifices offer d thereon ; for he argues, 
are not they which eat of the facrifices 
partakers of the altar? but the things 
which the Gentites ſacrifice, they facrifice 
to Devils and not God: whence he con- 


cludes, that to partake of their ſacrifices: 


and altars was to partake of the table of 
Devils: and as the table of the Lord is op- 


poſed to theſe, it muſt be oppoſed under 


the notion of an altar, and the cup of 
bleſſing, and bread partook of thefe, un- 
der the notion of a ſacrifice g. This paſſage 

| leads 


Nonne ſolennior erit ſtatio tua, fi ad aram Del 
ſteterjs? accepto corpore Domini & reſervato, utrum- 


Je falvum eft, et. participatio Sacrificii, & exe cu- 
do officii. Tertullian de oratione. 


« Will 
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leads me to ſhew, Fifthly, that the 


Lord's Supper is further a covenanting rite, 


and this appears becauſe it is a feaſt upon 
a ſacrifice, and all ſuch feaſts were cove- 
nanting rites. For the cuſtom of making 
covenants by eating and drinki g together, 
was very antient and univerſal; and ſo 
far continues even to this day among our- 
ſelves; as that feaſting and entertaining 


are underſtood as overtures and tokens of 


friendſhip. Whence David complained, 
ard we in like circumſtances ſhould be apt 
to do the' ſame, yea mine own familiar 
friend, uam I truſted, which did eat of my 
bread, hath lift up bis heel againſt me. Pſa. 


xli. 9. Whence 1. ſacrifices, as religious 


ſcaſts, were in teſtimony of friendſhip, be- 


tween the Deity and the ſacrificer h, who 
| had 


Will not thy ſaſt be the more ſolemn if ihcu ſhalt 


- - ſtand at God's altar? where thou mayeſt receive the 


Loid's body, and reſerve it to be eaten at home; and 
thus both ſhall be ſalved: thou mayeſt partake of 
the Sacrifice, ard withal go on in the performance 
of thy devotions.” The Lord's ſupper has been called 
a Sacrifice, and the Lord's table an altar in every. age 


of Chriltienity, 7 


h St Auguſtine defines a Sacrifice to " quod Deo 


nuncupamus, reddimus, & dedicamus, hoc fine, ut 
ſancta 
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had each their reſpective portions. Hence 
Homer introduces Chryſes invoking the aid 
of Apollo to eſpouſe and vindicate his cauſe, 
in this confidence, that he had offered him 
bulls and goats in ſacrifice i. | And St. 
Paul, though he blames the Gentiles ſor 
the object of their worſhip, yet allows of that 
article of their creed, that Sacrifices were 
pledges of an alliance between them: the 


things which the Gentiles ſacrifice, yy fa- | 


| ſand ſocietate ipſi adhereamus : © that which we * 


vote, dedicate, and render unto God, for this end, 


that we may have an holy ſociety and fellowſhip - 


with him,” See Mede, B. 2. c. 7: p. 34. Agreeable to 
this the Lord's ſupper is often called ſunaxis, which 
means, ** ou teen Laou, alla teen pros Fheon ſunago- 
geen kai koinonian,” not a calling of the people to- 
gether, but an union and communion with God. 
Vid. Suicer. Theſ. ad verbum ſunaxis. And the ac- 
count which Pliny gives Trajan upon the informa- 
tion of chriſtians, is very expreſs to this purpoſe ; 
that they met to worſhip Chriſt as God, and engage 
themſelyes' by oath (ſeque Sacramento obſtringere) 
not to ſteal; plunder, commit adultery, &c.— I think 


there can be no queſtion but that this en re- 


lates to the Euchariſt, Pliny, b. 10. p. 97. 


i If Smintheus, I have pour'd before thy, ſhrige, | 
The bload of oxen, goats, and ruddy wine, 
And larded thighs on loaded altars laid, 5 
{ng od my juſt revenge propitious aid, 
iad, 1. v. 38. 
crifice 
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erifice to Devils and not to God: Aud 1 
would nat that ye fhould have fellowfhip or 
communion with Devils, 1 Cor. x. 20. 


2. In the Jewiſh ceconomy they were 
28 accounted as ſuch: thus to pais over 
the Covenant God made with Abraham, 
where the pledge or outward a d viſible ſign 
was a Sacrifice: alſo the Covenant betwixt 
God and his peaple, where the blood of 


the burnt-offerings and peace- offerings is 


called the blood of the Covenant; not in- 
fiſting upon theſe as particular caſes :; yet 
in general, the falt which was uſed at all 
Sqcrifices, for every Sacrifice is ſeaſoned 
with falt, is calted the ſalt of the Covenant. 
Mark ix. 49. See Mede, book 2. C. 9. 
a plain proof that every ſacrifice was eſ- 
teemed a covenant 


3. As Sacrifices in general, ſo the Paſſo- 
ver in particular, was a oovenanting rite, 
by which the lord engaged to be their God, 


a pledge and earneſt of which was exhibit- 
ed in the Paſſover, in their preſervation of - 


their firſt-born, and their deliverance from 


Mm Egyptian bor dage: while the Iſraelites en- 
gaged on their parts to be God's people, to 


obſerve and to obey him; and in pledge of 
their 
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their ſincerity and uncorruptneſs in his 
ſervice, they offered unleavened bread. 
No perſon was permitted to partake of this 
Sacrifice, and thereby renew their cove 
nant, who: had not before entered into 
Covenant by the rite of circumciſion. 
Wherefore the Lord's ſnapper ſucceed- 
ing in the place of the Paſſover, and being 
itſelf a facrtfice, ought to be looked upon 
(not as making a new and freſh Covenant 
with God) but as repeating and confirm 
ing one already made, namely, that at our 
baptiſm k: and accordingly b cup is call- 
ed by our Saviour, the new "Covenant mn 
bis Mood, Luke xxii. 20. This teads me to 
conſider, fourthly and laſtly, what prepa- 
ration is neceffary to make us worthy par- 
kers of the Lord' 8 Supper. , 


"1, Obdeis abantiſtoi 1 Ne . 
communicates Who has not been baptized. Theo- 


Phylact, in Cap. 14. Matth. The fame is affrmed 


in the following paſſage from Juſtin Martyr. This 
food is called by us the Euchariſt, of which it is not 
lawful for any one to partake, but te him who be- 
lieves the doctrines we deliver to be true, and has been 
waſhed in the Laver fot the remiſſion of fins anda 
new birth, and conduQs his life according to the 
commands of Chriſt, Juſtia Martyr, Apolog. 1, 
P. 8. Edit. Thirlb. If 


— — —— — — =y 
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lf we are to commemorate our Saviour's 
death under the notion of a Sacrifice, a 
bare curſory calling to mind, that Jeſus | 
Cbriſi died in teſtimony of the truth of. his 
Doctrine, is not ſufficient, for that i is, not 
the | peculiar merit of his death; but we 
muſt remember it as a Sacrifice, as dying 
for us, in our ſtead. This calls upon us 
to reflect on the occaſion for ſuch a Sacri- 
fice, which was, to ſatisfy for our ſins; as 
alſo on the fatal deſervings of ſin, which 
we here learn is death: this will naturally 
inſpire us with an undiſſembled love for 
Chriſt, and with a juſt fear and abhorrence 
of ſin ik calls upon us. farther to re- 
flect on $4 hs value of he Sacrifice, 
which roſe from the, digcity of the perſon, 
who, had he been mere man, epuld_ not 
have made an atonement, but mult him- t 
ſelf; have ſtood in need of one but, as C 
"God, by"Vouthfafir to aſſutne human na» 
tube, he who. only chuld, preſerved. ie frorn a, 
ſin; and thereby. rendered it an availing hi. 
Sacrifice: this muſt excite us to reverence Di 
and adore him, tehou Hing in the form of God; ſpe 
"Took np9n him the form of a forvant; aud iuas 
made in the Tikenefs of man, Phil. Ff. 6. 75 = 
— calls upon us "Farther to reflect on 
== the 
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the terms and conditions which make this 
Sacrifice effectual; faith in him who made 
it, and a forſaking of thoſe fins for the 
future which were the occaſion of it; terms 
and conditions which we engaged for in 
baptiſm, and now ſolemnly acknowledge 
and repeat again. The infidel cannot re- 
ceive worthily, for he believes not the Sa- 
crifice, which he pretends to commemorate, 
wherefore the condition of the Sacri- 
fice requiring faith, excludes him from the 
benefits of it $. The habitual unrepenting 


cannot receive worthily, for he comme- 


morates a Sacrifice which bears no relation 
to him as ſuch; he brings not with him 
that condition which entitles him to the 
merit and ſatisfaction of it; the bread and 
wine, thoſe pledges of Chriſt's love to re- 
turning ſinners, are equally pledges of 
God's unſatisfied juſtice towards the imp2- 


Men are not expiated by the blood of goats and 
ſheep, but by faith through the blood of Chriſt, and 
his death, who died for this purpoſe. Juſtin Martyr. 
Dialog. p. 160. Edit, Thirlb. And St, Auguſtine 
ſpeaking of this Sacrament, invites to partake of it, 
accedat, credat, incorporetur, vivificetur, Let him 
approach, believe, be one with Chriſt, and live for 
ever, Epiſt. 59. ad Pauligym. 


nitent 
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nitent and obdurate, and who —_—_— | 


fore be ſaid to eat and drink umworthily, and 
draw puniſbment on themſelves by ſo doing. 
* Cor. xi. * 


Hence we are enjoined by St. Paul, to 
examine or make proof of ourſelves, Be- 
fore we cat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup, verſe 28th. And ſure it is high- 
ly reaſonable from the nature of the thing, 
that we ſhould examine and ſee whether 
we are within reach of that merciful diſ- 
penſation; that we fo diſcern the Lord's 
body, as to know whether it was given for 
us or not; whether by faith and repentance 
we are entitled tothe benefits of his ſuffer- 
ings; or hy infidelity and impenitence are 
to be ranked among his murderers, If 
none in their uncleanneſs were admitted to 
the Paſlover, (and legal uncleanneſs was 


|| Speaking of ſinnets who received, this is not a 
coming to the Lord's table, and a communion, 
though we ſhould a thouſand times handle the facred 
body, but condemnation and addition of puniſhment ; 
therefore let no ſinner approach: I would not ſay no 
ſinner, for then muſt I baniſh my former ſelf from 
that holy table, but rather, let no one approach who 
continues, a ſinner. Chrgſotom. Tom, 5. P. 159. 


prohi- 
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prohibited in teſt i mony of that purity with 
which we ſhould approach God) certainly 
the Chriſtian . Paſſover, which is the ſub- 
ſtance of 'thoſe ſhadows, requires a real 
purity of mind and manners; <fpecially if 
newneſs-of life, and uncorruptneſs of mo- 
rals, were pledged under the ſymbols of new 
and unleavened bread, we ought, as the 
Apoſtle adviſes, io keep the feaſt, neitber 21th 
the old keaven, neither with the leaven-of malice 
and wickedneſs, but with the unteauoned bread 
of ſincerity and truth 1. And if the incon- 
tinent was to be rejected, when they met 
together to eat the Lord's ſupper, by the 
publick cenfures and diſcipline of the 
Church, how much more ought-every one 


in private to judge himfelf before he ven- 
tures to that table, but be be not judged of 


the Lord, 1 Cor. xi. and purge out the 
old leaven from his heart, that he may be 


t The unleavened bread with us, is purity of life, 
and a converſation free from all wickedneſs, -Chry- 
ſoſtom. Tom. 5, P. 619. | 

To the fame purpoſe, Juſtia Martyr, Dialog. p. 


164. Edit. Thirlb. Tonto gar eſti te ſumbolon 


toon azumoon, ina me tapalaia tees kakees zumees 
erga prattete. | 
a new 
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a new lump, unleavened and uncorrupt, 


an offering worthy of heaven. I ſpeak not 


to intimidate and diſcourage, for it is not 
every defect in faith or practice that diſ- 
qualifies and incapacitates us. from receiv- 
ing the Sacrament, for then would it be a 
feaſt without a gueſt. But when we ſo 
far err in the faith, as to deny the expedi- 
ency of Chriſt's death, and the merit of 
its atonement, we then deny it to be a 
Sacrifice, and ſubvert the whole Chriſtian 
economy; we are then unworthy parta- 
| kers of the body and blood of Chriſt, — 
And if we ſo far err in practice, as to hug 
a favourite fin, to which we are inclined 
by complexion, intereſt, or converſation, 
ſo as not to endeavour againſt it, perſuade 
ourſelves that God will indulge us in it, 
and as it were compound with us for it, 
then we commemorate the blood of Chriſt, 
not as ſhed in Sacrifice for us, but as ſeal- 
ing our own condemnation *, for in com- 

* Qui accipit myſterium unitatis, & non ſervat 


viaculym pacis, non. myſterium r pro, ſe, ſed 


teſtimonium contra ſe. 
Wbo receives the Sacrament of unity; and keeps 


not the bond of peace, receives not a Sacrament to 
his comfort, but a teſtimony againſt himſelf,” Auguſt. 
in Sermone de Sacramento, 


Mmemeo- 
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memorating the death of Chriſt, as paying 


our forfeiture, we commemorate a moſt 
remarkable inſtance of God's ſeverity a- 


gainſt ſin. Woe! therefore to us if we are 


found under the burthen of it! and we 
know we are ſo, as long as we continue 
impenitent, and in a determined habit of 


ſin. We can plead no excuſe of ignorance, 
for in this ſhewing forth the Lord's death, 
I Cor. xi. 26. We make ourſelves wit- 


neſſes of his exact and unremitting juſtice, 


and know that there remaineth no more Sacri- 
fice for fin, Heb. x. 26. We more ſo- 
lemnly affront” the tribunal of Cod, and 


ſign the ſentence againſt our own ſouls. And 
f the unworthy partakers of the Paſſover 


were afflicted with diſeaſes, as we have 


reaſon to believe from Hezekiah's hiſtory, 
nay, if death was inflicted on ſuch as pre- 
ſum'd to partake in their uneleanneſs, have 


we not juſt grounds to fear correſponding” 
puniſhments in the Antitype? Nay, are we 


not expreſsly informed, that for this cauſe 
many were weak and ſickly among the, Corin- 


thians, and many ſlept, 1 Cor. xi. 30. If 
then the danger be ſo great, ſome may urge, 


is it not more prudent to avoid God's table? 


A good man would bluſh to fay this; for 
| he 
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| Sacramento, C. 4th, 


he eſteems it his greateſt Ipnonr, Privi- 
lege, and happineſs, that he can be thus 
admitted. to feaſt with. God? And where 
would the ſinner. fly? from danger? im- 
poſſible the man who had opportunity, 
and yet neglected to keep the. Paſſover, 


was to be cut off from his people; and our 


Saviour's. command, do this, is abſolute 
and uncenditional d A tate. of ſin i is in- 


conſiſtent with Chriſtianity ; if we will con- 


tinue ſinners, and forbear communicating, 
leſt it: ſhould. prove a curb and reſtraint to 


vice, farewel the means of grace! 


farewel the hopes of gloryl- but if 


 witha true penitent heart and. lively faith. 


wwe. recave that holy Sacrament, then we 
ſiritually eat the fleſp of Chriſt, and drink 
bis. blood , then 28 dwell. in: Cbriſt, and 
Chrif. in us, we are one with Chrift, and 
Chriſt with us,; but the benefits of worthy 
receiving will be conſidered more at large 


in. the next diſcourſe, and the loſs of thoſe 


F Quotidie aceedendum em; quotidie enim me- 
miniſſe perten mertie CO et | homines er 


peccare. 


We ought daily to . ala) for it is 
our duty daily to remember the death of Chriſt, and 
becnauſe we. daily fall into fin;”” Ambros. Lib. 5, de 


benefits 
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benefits will plainly diſcover the folly, 
the extreme danger of neglecting this di- 
vine appointment. Conſider what ye have 
heard, and the Lord give you underſtanding 
in all things. Now to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, three 
Perſons, but one God, be aſcribed, as is 
due, all Praiſe, Glory, Might, Majeſty, 
and Dominion, now, henceforth, and for 
evermore. Amen, 
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| celving. 
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97 1 * vi. St. 


1 am the living bread, lid cams 4 
from Heaven If any man eat of (this: 
bread he ſball lize for ever; and the bread: 
that I will giue is my fleſh,” „ £ t 
give for the hfe of tbe worls. - 72 


HE N our Mei Sri galt! 
delivered the diſcourſey:' df Which 


the text is a part, the ſimplieity of higs = 


hearers made them miſtake his ru 
They groſsly underſtood him according to 


the letter, wondering, how can this nan 


give us bis fleſh to eat ? Jahn vi. 52; und 

ſnocked at the ſavagene(s of the thought. 
many of them went back, and walked no mord 
with him, verſe 66. The Churck of None! 
has been as groſs in her interpretation of! 
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theſe words, though leſsdelicate and humane 


in her practice: They believe that Chriſt 
here deſigned that his Diſciples ſhould eat 
his real fleſh; they believe that the bread 
and wine in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper are changed into the very natural 
body and blood of Chriſt ; they believe 


that his natural body and blood, though 


diſtributed weekly in above ten thouſand 
places at once, through the ſpace of ſeven- 
teen hundred years, continue neverthe- 
leſs entire and undiſplaced in Heaven; and 
when in ſpite of reaſon and their ſenſes 
they believed thus much, in ſpite of na- 


ture and humanity, they eat and drink 


what they pretend verily to believe the real 
fleſh and blood of Chriſt —What pains 


ſome men take to prove themſelves mon- 
ſters !-—The Church of England needs no 


apology for going back, and walking no 
_— with: men of fo abſurd, fo ſavage 
a faith. 


Woman 8 


But an Advocate for the firſt hearers may 


ſay the words in the context are ſo very 
as to be incapable of any other 
meaning; and therefore it was right to reject 


the authority of a man, who taught ſo 
31 05 J bg contrary 


SER M O N IV. 7s 
contrary to nature. The Romaniſts on 
the ſame ground may plead, his Divine 
authority being adinitted, it ĩs their duty to 
comply with ſo poſitive a command. Let 
us EIT the — * then examine 
pet 41, e bris in? 63-46; dane 
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and had given great ſatisfaction, and drew 
the multitude after him, who diſcover 'd 
good -inclinatiors, to become bis Dilciples, 


in hopes of living thus upon free coſt. 


en Our Saviour knew. the motiye, and re- 
3 proves them for it, exhorting them, not 10 
re take ſuch; pains after. that meat that periſbes, 
| | but for that which endureth to everlaſting 
en | fe, John vi. 27. That pleaſed them 
uns I till better, and made them eagerly Jefize, 
* that he would give them that bread ver- 


more, verſe, 34. But how ſurpriſed were 


d I they to hear him ſay, I am Ibat bread of life, 
8e verſe 35,48 3 and again, be that eateth me, 

hall live by me, verſe 57... And, more fully 
__ ſtill, be bread that I will give is my fleſh, 51 


ery And again, who/o eatetb, my fleſp and inte 
her I lad bath | eternal life, . verſe 515,54 
ject Words cannot be made to ſpeak. = 
o here then was the fault of being ſnocked 
E 2 at 


event, to ſee how he would explain and ful 


46 8 E R M ON IV. 
at ſo ſtrange a diſtourſe, and leaving the 


author of a religion io N n 6 
unnatural an action? * 6424 1717001: 
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It is no one that thoſe who followed 
him only to eat. and drink, were diſguſted 
at what he propoſed ; as their religion lay 
in their appetites, their faith us too 'ſquea- 
miſh to digeſt a ſaying at which their ſto- 
machs turned. But certainly thoſe who 
had feen his miracles, had been convinced 
that he was of a truth that Prophet that 
ſhould come into the world, and upon that 
conviction were going to take him by force 
and make him a king, John vi. 14, 15. 
| ſhould have prevailed upon themſelves to 
fuſpend their judgment, and wait for the 


fil his words : It had been time enough 
to have left him, when they had ſeen in 
fact, that his very fleſh and blood were 
given to his Diſciples, and required to be 
devouted by them; they had not patience 
enough to wait for the meaning, the event 
would have given the interpretation: The 
"Church of Rome does well i in appealing to 
that for it. | 

f They 
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'They gad thas. our. ned had. aid, 
the bread of life avas. himſelf; i that it was bis. 
fleſh; that it was thas fleſh which be would 
give for the life of the world, 48, 51, vorſes. 
They find afterwards in fact, that he did 
give his fleſn upon the Croſs, that all who 
died in Adam, might be made alive in Cbriſt, 
1 Cor. 15, 2 That the night before, he 
ſuffered he gave bread to his Diſciples, ſay- 
ing, take, eat, this is my bady which is braten 
for, Jau, alſo. he took, the cup, and gavp it 
to, them, ſaying. drigd pe all of it, fan this 
it my bleed of be new; Teftament, which 45 
ſhed for yon, and for many, for the remiffion of 


xiv. 22. Luke-xxii. 19. Here they ſee our 
Savidur. diſtributing bis body and his blood 
among his Diſciples, affirming that he had 
broken che one, and ſhed the other ſor thetn 
and for many; agreeable to his declaration 
in the text, that he would ive bis fleſh for 
tb: e of the tro Ad commanded 
them to eat the one, arid Uritik the other, 
agreeable to his declaration ſoon after the 


tex 77 that except Je "tat the fleſh of 15e Stu 
Man, and bk bis blood, ye. have no bife 
in you, Hence 9 learn, that by the liv- 


E 3 | 


ing 
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ing bread from Heaven, Chriſt meant his 
fleſh : And that he has inſtituted an ordi- 
nanee, in which he has given his fleſn to be 
eaten. Where then is the error in believing 
that they eat the fleſh of Chriſt, 'and drink 
his blood in the Lord's Supper Their 
error conſiſts in believing, that they eat the 
very ſubſtance of his natural fleſh; ane drink 
the very ſubſtanceof hisnaturalblood, wHete- 
as it is their and our duty, to eat the one, 
and drink the other in the manner which 
Chriſt ordained, and that was undef the 
ſymbols; of bread and wine, and when we 
partake of theſe in obedienee to Chriſt, 
they beceme to us ſacramentally, that is, 
by a viſible repreſentation; and an inviſible 
efficacy ® his body and blood: They may 
reply, does not our Saviour ſay expreſsly of 
the bread, this is my body; and of the wine; 
hs 15 — ret Fred. but Mill _ bread, 


* Aliud eft Cn alivd, virtus cement 
Aug. in Johan. etſi neceſſe eſt illud ſaeramentum viſi- 
biliter celebrari, 0 Wort Wali inyiſhjliter intelligi 
Aug. in Pſalm 98. ' 


The Aan bs 1177 thin * Rte "7 the 
Sacrament another thing. Tho it be necdffary that 
the Sacrament” be 'celebrated' viſibly, yet mul it be 
apprehended to have an * efficacy.” 
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and ſtill it is wine that he calls ſo : That 
theſe are to us in the effects the body and 
blood of Chriſt, we verily believe, namely 
that they are the remiſſion. of ſin, and the 
life of the world ; this I ſay we verily. be- 
lieve :- But at the ſame time we certainly 
know, that they continue in their ſubſtance 
bread and wine ſtill.“ Thus this paſſage 
receives a plain ſolution ; we need not turn 
back from Chriſt leſt we ſhould. become 
canibals and man-eaters, neither if we 
embrace him ſhould we profane his inſtitu- 
tions ſo far, as to believe, and inſiſt aden 
it, that we are ſo. 


But 2 of our own church tell us, 
the words have nothing to do with the 
Lord's Supper, and that quite another 
thing was intended. It is, range me- 
thinks, that ſuch uncommon, yet exact ex- 
preſſions, ſnould have no relation to a very 
uncommon fact which fo bo a anſwers 
them. 


* The food indeed is bread, but the virtue of the 
food is to give life Not changing nature, but 


adding grace to nature,—Epiphan, anacephal p. 154. 
Theodorit. Dialog. p. 18. 
1/4, By 


E 4 
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I. By the bread of life, ſay they, our 
Saviour means the Chriftian Doctrine, and 
argue thus; (ſee Dr. C/ar#'s iyth Sermon 
p. 256) the final favour of Go is called 
life; the habit of virtue which leads to it, 
health ; the contrary habit, death ; a change 
from his to the other, a reſurrection from 
the dead; precepts and doctrines which 
promote a habit of virtue, nouriſhment, 
meat, bread, milk, and the like; inclination 
towards hunger and thirſt: From this har- 
mony of expreſſion all through the Scrip- 
tures we muſt be reaſonably led to under- 
ſtand the bread of life in this paſſage, as 
that Heavenly food of our ſouls, the word 
of Gop, and precepts of Chriſtianity. 
"Thus far is jaſtly bbſerved, and had our 
Saviour ſaid no more in this place, than ! 
am the bread of life, and not explained what 
he rheant by it, I ſhould have been ſatisfied 
with this account, and readily underſtood 
him of the truths of the Goſpel. But when 
he ſo carefully and particularly interprets 
himſelf, and. as if he guarded againſt mil- 


* van, unfolds his 8 in this 
* Manner, 
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manner, be bread which I will give is my 
fes, and this! deſcribed as that which he 


would give for the life of the world; and 
afterwards did actually give his/ fleſh for 
that purpoſe;' and juſt before he gave it, in- 
ſtituted a rite, in which he commanded his 
Diſciples to eat his body and drink his 
blood under the ſymbols of bread and wine. 
cannot but interpret this paſſage of the 
Lord's Supper, unless ſome abſurdity be 
ſnewed to follow, or ſome ſufficient autho- 
rity be produced againſt it. Both indeed 
are pretended: To reduce this opinion to 
an abſurdity,” they object, 2d, That the 
Lord's Super wus not yet inſtituted, 
and therefore. could not be referred to. 
But he who was Omega as well as Alpha, 
the end as well as the beginning, whoſe 


Ut autem manifeſtius diceretur quinam eſſet 
ille panis per quem miſeræ martis vincuntur exitia, 
ipſe Dominus dicit, Ego ſum panis vitz—quare— 
ſalutaris cibi gratiam quzrite, immortale poculum 
bibite. Julius, Firmieius. Tom. 4. p. 114. 


That it might more plainly be deſerihed what was 
that bread by which che deſtruction of death was 
avoided, -our Lord himſeff fays, I, bur br of 
HH. Whetefore—ſeek the benefit of that ſalutary 
food, and drink of the cup of immortalit 7x7. 

| E 5 omniſcience 


38 SUE MONA. 
omniſcience foreknew with the ſame cer- 
tainty as he could remember, might as eaſily 
refer to things future as paſt, and this he 
did in ſeveral inſtances· Thus, before the 
time when theſe words were ſpoke, he re- 
fers to his burial; and ſoon after to his re- 
ſurrection: in ſuch caſes indeed it was not 
likely that his Diſciples, who had not then 
the gift of prophecy, ſhould: underſtand 
him; as when he fays, he Son of Man 
Ball * delivered to the Gen iles, and they 


Hall ſcourge bim, and put bim to death, and 


the third 12 be ſhall riſe again. They un- 
derftood none of theſe things, and ibis 
ſaying ' was bid from them, neither knew 
they the things which were. ſpoken, Luke 
Xviii. 32—34. But ſure none will venture 
to ſay, Chriſt could not here refer to his re- 
ſurrection, becauſe he was not then riſen: 

The paſſage way for that reaſon obſcure, 
becauſe it referred ta a future event. And 
what better reaſon can we give for the ob- 
ſcurity of the text to thoſe who firſt heard 
it? Nay, do we not find our Saviour in 
this very place referring to another future 
fact, his aſcenſion * Mbats and if ye ſhall 
fee the Son of Man aſcend up whither he was 


Mer ; John vi. W Where then is the 
n 
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abſurdity of ſuppoſing, that he refers to 


a future fad in the text? Nay, the words 
manifeſtly ſhew that he did ſo; ihe bread that 
I will give is my fleſp,. which I will give for 


the life of ibe world. The ſhock which 
theſe dark expreſſions gave when firſt ut- 


tered, proved mighty confirmations and 
ſupports to his. Difciples when the events 
had explained them : . Theſe things under- 
ftdod not bis Diſciples at the firſt, but when 
Jeſus was glorified, then dame 1 they that 
theſe things were written of bim, John xii, 
16, However, if no abſurdity follow, they 
at lealt take it for granted, that. there is 
ſufficient - authority to overthrow this in- 
terpretation,.and eſtabliſh the other. For 
they object, 3dly, That our Saviour him» 
ſelf rejects it, and expreſsly gives that 
which they contend for. When his Diſ⸗ 
ciples murmured at what he had ſaid, that 
the eating of his fleſh ſhould give immor- 
tality, to ſoften the hardrieſs of that ſaying 
in ſome meaſure, he adds, it is the ſpirit 


that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth ' nothing, 


the words that I ſpeak unto vou, they are 
ſpirit, and they are life, Jobn vi. 6 3. As 
if he had ſaid, you muſt underſtand me in £ 
ſpiritual ſenſe, not of material fleſh, for that 

| ptoliteth 
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'profiteth nothing ; by the fleſh which giveth 
life, meant my doctrine, for my words 
they are ſpirit, and they are life. But our 


Saviour is here explaining the efficacy of 


eating his fleſh, and how far it availed to- 
Wards giving immortality ; he tells them, 
it ſerves to that end, juſt as ordinary food 
ſerves to give animal life ; for as in that 
caſe, if a man's ſpirit be gone aut of him, 


all the food you can convey into his body 


will profit nothing, nor give a moment's 
life; for it is the ſpirit that quickeneth, the 


fleſh profiteth nothing; ſo with regard to a 
happy immortality, it is neceſſary, that a 


man ſhould have ſomething analogous to 


the ſpirit, before eating the fleſh of Chrilt 


' would avail him any thing; and that which 
was to correſpond to the ſpirit, was a faith 
in his doctrines, and a conformity to his pre- 


cepts, the words that I ſpeak unto you they are 


ſpirit, and they are life. Where he makes 
the ſame diſtinction betwixt his fleſh and 
his words, as betwixt food and ſpirit; and 
plainly tells us, my words perform not 
the office of meat, but the quickening of- 
| fice of the ſpirit, and are therefore to be 
diſtinguiſhed. from that fleſh I ſpoke of, as 
the ſpirit of a man is to be diſtinguiſhed from 


his 
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nis food and nouriſhment. The fleſb 
mentioned, unleſs my words are in you, 
will avail no more towards immortal life, 
than other fleſn without the ſpirit will avail 
towards animal life, but my words ſhall be 
in the place of a quickening ſpirit, and 
make my fleſh and blood the means and 
inſtruments of immortality, as common 
food is the means of life, where the ſpirit 
remains to make uſe of the benefit.“ Hav. 
ing aſcertained the meaning of this paſſage, 

eee and 


Quis eſt panisale regno DEl, niſi qui dicit, ego 
ſum panis vivus, qui de cœlo deſcendir, nolite parate 
fauces, ſed cor modicum accipimus, et in corde ſa- 
ginamur : Non ergo quod videtur, ſed quod creditur, 
paſci. Auguſt. Tom 5. ſerm. 33. Not that which 
is ſeen, but that which is believed, gives the 
nouriſhment. Then will the body and blood of 
Chriſt be life to every one, if what in the Sacrament - 
is viſibly received, be ſpiritually eaten, and piri- 
tually drank, for we have heard the Lord himſelf 
telling us, it is the ſpirit that quickeneth. Auguſt. de 
verbis Apoſtol. p. 640, 641. 

As 1 have hitherto claimed the ſoffrages of the 


primitive Chriſtians, in ſupport of thoſe poitts I 


have laid down, I might deceive the 'reader did I 
not acquaint him, that the fathers generally interpret 
this paſſag e another way ; meaning by the ſpirit, 
the Holy | Ghoſt deſcending upon the Elements, and 

thereby 


re N 

and anſwered the objections urged againſt 
it, I proceed to confirm it, by ſhewing how 
it conſents with Scripture, and the whole 
economy of grace. 


Under the firſt covenant perfect obedi- 
ence was required on man's part, and the 
reward was to be immortal happineſs, 
through the inſtrumentality of the Sacra- 
mental tree of life. When man diſobeyed 
he was precluded. from this. Sacrament, 
wherefore dea/h is (aid to have enter'd the 


thereby communicating ſuch virtue to them, as to 
make them the principles of immortality. 


Pneuma ode kalci teen farka pepleromenon tees 
zoopoiou pneumatos energias. What he here calls 
the ſpirit, is the fleſh repleniſhed with the energy of the 
life-giving ſpirit. Ammonius in catena in Johan. yi. 
63. But I muſt obſerve, that though we differ a 
little in this interpretation, yet we agree in Doctrine. oy 
- 1}, That John the 6th chapter is to be underſtood 1 
of the Euchariſt. 24, That the elements are the N WI 
pledges and means of immortality, 34, That they ap 
are made ſo, not by their own nature, but by the be 
power of Almighty. GOD ; this they gather from th 
the context, which I do not, but admit as ſelf evi- * 
dent. 4th, That they are ſo only to the duly quali- dif 
fied; this I gather from the context, which they do I rect 


not, but admit upon ſome other grounds, o e 
world 
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world by ; fin : Rom. v. 12. Under the 
ſecond cqvenant a. Redeemer was pro- 
miſed; ho had 4 body prepared for him, 
that be might bear our fins, and Haſte. death 
for every man, thereby aboliſhing deaih, and 
bringing life, and immortaliiy to eb. througb 
the Goſpel. Heb. x 5. 1 Peter ii. 24. Heb. 
ii. 9 2 Tim. i. 10. But as in the firſt co- 
venant perfect obedience was the condition 
on man's part, ſo faith and repentance are 
his conditions in the ſecond; and as per- 
tet obedience under the firſt, would have 
given a bleſſed immortality, by the means 
of the ſacramental tree of life, ſo faith and 
repentance under the ſecond, will alſo give 
us a bleſſed immortality, by means of the 
ſacramental body of Chriſt. This was 
the fleſh. given for the life of the world. 
Whoſo eateſh my fleſh, ſaith this Redeemer; 
and drinketh my blcod, hath eternal life, and 
I will raiſe him up at 1he laſt day. But by 
what magic can the body of Chriſt, which 
appeared but a very ſhort period on earth, 
be ſufficient to ſerve the whole world 
through all ages down from Adam to the 
diſſolution of all things? How could thoſe 
receive him who · lived before he had a body 
to give, or how can we,- when his body 
continues 


neee. 

continues undiminiſhed, and out of our 
reach in Heaven? — Before his appear- 
ance in the fleſh ſacrifices were appointed, 
of which the ſacrificers were to partake, 
with regard to which, our Saviour was ihe 
lamb Jain from the foundation of the world 
Rev. xiii, 8. And which whoever ne- 
glected, or profaned, that ſoul was to bear 
his fin, that ſoul was to be cut off. When 


Chriſt appeared in the fleſh, and made 


the ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe, he 
inſtituted other ſymbols of hrs fleſh given for 
the life of the world : The bread he calls his 
body given for us, and commands us to eat it 
in remembrunce of bim; the wine he calls his 
blood of the new Teftament ſbed for the re- 
miſſion of fins, and commands us to drink 
it in remembrance-of bim: Hence by St. 
Paul the cup is called the communion or 
participation of the blood of Chrift; and the 
| bread the communion or participation of ibi 


body of e So that we ſee the main 
| lines 


1 kiKlieai, etoon Theivon muſte 
rioon metalepſis, dia to teen pros Chriſton emin 
Charizeſthai enoſin, kai koinonous emas tees auton 


poicin Baſileias. Iſodorus Epiſ. 228. The receiv- 


ing of the holy myſteries is called a communion, be- 
; cauſe 


muſte- 
n emin 
auton 
receiv- 
zn, be- 
cauſe 
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lines run quite through the N 
Pattiarchal, Jewiſh, and Chriſtian religion; 
which can't be ſaid 10 muchi to relate to one 
another, as to be the ſame, circumſtances 
only altered. Man's duty in each is ſub- 
miſſion to Gop; his reward immortality; 
a viſible ſign is inſticuted to be the ſeal of 
the conveyance.” | 


That I may wholly clear this doctrine, and 
leave it diſtin in your minds, I ſhall pro- 


poſe two queſtions, the attfwers to which 


will point out the proper notion of the Sa- 
crament. If the fleſh of Chriſt was given fot 
the life of the world, and partaking of that 
fleſh be the inſtituted means of communi- 
eating ſuch life, it may be aſked ; th, Is | 


cauſe it unites us to Chriſt, and makes us vüitbele 
of his kingdom. The ſame docttine appears evident - 
ly in [gne/ia;'s genuine Epiſtles, who was the Dif- 
ciple of St. John himſelf, Mia gar ſarx tou kurjou 
emoon jeſou Chriſtou, . kai en poterion eis -enoſin 
tou yr * Epiſtolz ad Philadelphicos, 


The hats word i is keinonia, and why week not 
metoche ? St. Cem the fineſt writer in Becleſiaſti- 
cal antiquity, upon the words anſwers, becauſe the 
Apoſtle would ſhew ſomething more. even polleen 
teen ſunaphian, a great conjunction with Chriſt. 


partaking 
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partaking of the body and blood of Chriſt 
ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, as that we cannot 
be ſaved without it? 24, Is this partaking ſo 
effectual to ſalvation, as certainly to con- 
vey it? 


* The author of this ſalvation, and inſti- 
tutor of this Sacrament can belt reſolve 
theſe queſtions :—To his deciſions we ap- 
yy 


1, In the firſt point he ſays, except ye 
eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink bis 
blood, ye bave no life in you, John vi. 53. 
The anſwer you ſee is peremptory, but 
ſome may queſtion, are good works nothing 
with Gop ? Can they be puniſhed by a juſt 
judge?—I will not now ſtay to enquire 
whether man is able to perform works ab- 
ſolutely good; and if he cannot, what 
puniſhments muſt naturally follow, and 
attend his imperfections ; (Though we 
ſhould do well to conſider theſe points by 
ourſelves.) I will admit that works abſo- 
lutely good, as ſuch, cannot be puniſhed ; 
but a reſurrection from the dead to a bleſſed 
immortality, is the pure gift, and fayour 


of Gop,. which no one can haye any right 
to 


hriſt 
nnot 
ig fo 
con- 


nſti- 
olve 


Ap- 


ft ye 
E bis 

53. 

but 
hing 
juſt 
jure 
5 ab- 
what 

and 
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to, but may be diſpenſed upon Wbat con- 
ditions the donor pleaſes. If it be urged, 
that faith and repentance are the conditions, 


declared in the new covenant, and therefore 


are ſufficient of themſelves, and have a claim 
to immortality, ſo was obedience, the.condi- 
tion of the old covenant, but yet hadno claim | 
to immortality; without putting forth the 
hand to eat of the tree of life; in each there 
is a Sacrament as the pledge and ſeal of the 
conveyance. And in this paſſage our Sa- 
yiour, exhorts his Diſciples, to labour after 
that meat which endureth to everlaſting life, 
which the Son of Man ſhould give, verſe 
27. For this reaſon, for him hath the 
father ſealed. It may be farther aſked, if 
| perform the conditions; of. the. covenant, 
will; God be ſo rigorous as to take advan- 
tage becauſe it is not ſcaled ? 1 anſwer, i 
you qo not believe what our Saviour ſays of 
the Sacrament, you can claim nothing, for 
want of faith in his words: If you do be- 
lieve him, I hope you can give ſome better 
reaſon for neglecting ſo pofitive a com- 
mand, than ta try an, experiment whether 
be will ſave you | without it or not. And 
| muſt obſerve, that I believe it difficult to 
bring inſtances in the firſt ages of Chriſ- 
tianity, 
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tianity, hen our religion was better der- 
ſtood, of perſons whoſe faith and repen- 
tance had admitted to baptiſm, and con- 
tinued in the Church, who lived in & eon- 
ſtant habitual neglect of this Sacrament. “ 
What excuſe a contrary example; and great 
ſetupulouſneſs, may make for thoſe oo 
on ſuch occaſions only, now ſtay: away, I 

will not pretend to determine: But I much 
queſtion if any one, who has really a live- 
Iy faith in Chriſt, and a hearty abhorrence 
and ſortow for his fins, *that even now, at 
this time of day, Habititafly abſents Hitriſelf 
from this feaft, in general, it is dur bare- 
leſſneſs in points of faith, and irreſoluteneſs 
to part with our fins that makes any abſtain: 
fuch' are not within the'covenanr, and have 
no pretence to the bleſſed Immortality here 
ſpoke) of However, I muft W obſet ve, 
that the Satramettts beculiar to each Coe 
nant,were notonly as ſeals andconfirmations 


F T4 fe ne Tre Wil. „ ad 

n bynod — item Trullans, & 3 
ſtatutam fuit, ut ſi quis ne tertia quidem quaque 
die Pominica Euchariftiam ſumerit is ab cccleſi 
ſepaterur. | Zanaras ad Can, q I 


but 
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but conducive to the bleflings engaged: 
the tree of life was to have 1 
lity, and the body and blood of Chriſt to 
work towards it, as common food does to- 
wards animal life ; For ſo our Sgvipur aſſerts 
in the ſixty third verſe of this chapter, where 
we find that faith and repentance (for they 
are the words of eternal life) are the ſpirit of 
the Chriſt ian Religion, but then the body 
and blood of Chrift are as food and nouriſh- 
ment, the neceſſary means and inſtruments 
of that life. This will ſerve to n * 
W r eu c maT 
* 

24d. Is this rartaking fo effeQual, to fa 
vation as certainly to convey it ? Here too 
our er is very exprels: If any man 


Iſte panis vivus qui de cœlo deſcendit vitz eterue 
ſubſtantiam ſubminiſtrat, et quicunque hunc panem 
manducaverit, vivet in eternum. Ambros. Tom. 4. 
p. 312. Qui accipit hunc panem non moritur pec- 
catoris morte : quia panis hic remiſſio peccatorum 
eſt, —Ibid. Tom. 1. p. 525. 


That living bread which came down from Went 
ſupplies eternal life, and whoſoever ſhall eat that 
bread, ſhall live for ever. Who receives (this bread) 


dies not the death of the ſinner, for this bread is the 


remiſſion of fins, 


eat 


m 
« 
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Bath eternal life, Jobn vi. 5, 37. If fo, 
ſome will be apt to ſay, faith and repen- 


blood of Chriſt arealdne ſufficient and effec- 


264. 


eat of ibis bread he Hall liu, for ever He 
that eultb me ſpall live by me! » fis bf 
eateth © ny feſb, am drinletb iy Slood, 


tance are unneceſſary, for the body and 


tual to this end. No, their ſeparate and 
diſtinct uſe is particularly taught and exem- 
plified by our bleſſed Saviour in the verſe 
before mentioned: For as the. fleſh, or 
common food, profiteth. nothing towards 
animal life without a quickening ſpirit with- 

in: ſo neither will his ſacramental fleſh 
profit towards immortal life withouta like 
quickening ſpirit, and that is faith and re 


pentance; my words, they are ſpirit, and 


they are life., So that this Sacrament pro- 


fiteth nothing without a previous faith and 
repentance; but in concurrence with them, 


it is the pledge and means of re 
e 


* To Agiazomenon broma kata teen alo giantees 


piſteos pphelimon ginetai.. . Origen in Mah, page 


The conſecrated food becomes profitable according 


to the proportion of faith. 
Una eſt in myſteriis ſanQificatio domine et ſervi, 


nobilis et ignobilis, quanquam pro accipientium 
meritis 
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vod, bers, or authority to ſupport it, I could 


fo, Nraiſe the noble army of Martyrs in its de- 


en- ence; the fathers of the firſt ages, and 
and leaders in the reformation: This was the 


fee- doctrine before Chriſtianity was corrupted; 


and this was the doctrine after it was reformed. 
t. Jobn's Diſciple Ignatius teaches us, that 


he Eucharift is the medicine of immor- 
ality, the antidote againſt death, * Not 
that our Church believes, the external 


ke a charm, and conveys ſpiritual advan- 


like Tages without religious diſpoſitions,” (Clark's: 


Ire Tatechiſm, page 313.) but it is required 
ff perſons who come to the Lord's Supper, 
o examine themſelves whether they re- 


aſtly purpoſing to lead a new life, and to 


ꝛeritis di verſum fiat, quod unum eſt, Hieron. advers. 
ovinium, page 60 | 

In the Sacrament there is one ſanctification for the 
aſter and the ſervant, the noble and the ignoble, yet 
at one thing becomes different in its effects ac- 
ding to the qualifications of the receivers. 


intees 
page 
ding 
ſerv, i bnatius ad Epbeſ. cap. xx. | 

atium 80 
10 | Chriſt. 


He 160 bh 
570 If I thought this argument wanted num 


articipation of theſe elements operates 


ent them truly of their former fins, ſted-- 


ave a lively faith in Gop's mercy through 


— 
— 
— * 
— — n = — 
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Chriſt.“ Faith and,. repentance, as ou 


Saviour's words imply, without this ſpiri 
tual ſuſtenance, will languiſh and expire: 
Ibid. So that, the benefits whereof we are 
partakers . by this Sacrament are - the 
ſtrengthening and refreſhing of our foul; 


by the body and blood of Chriſt, as our 
bodies are by the bread and wine.“ And 


if theſe can poſſibly ſubſiſt without ĩt, which 
iodeed 1 queſtion, I will notyſet bounds to 


the uneovenanted mercies of Gon; but i 
is my duty to ſay, that ſuch have not the 


remiſſion of ſins, and a bleſſed immortality 
ſealed over to them, as the worthy receivers 


af this Sacrament have. Receiving there. 


fore is at leaſt generally neceſſary to (al- 
vation,” and to examine ourſelves whether 


ue be in the faith, nn before we re. 


ceive. 
But it may be ſaid, in an habitual vir 
tuous life examination 1s needleſs, and to 


an habitual ſinner no examination can be 
of r uſe, till he aQually AIR” 


* e. Catechiſm. 5 2 | 
| Alas 


ſe 
IN 
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S Out Ang aud, 10, 400 yl git, ec z 
ſpiri. Alas |. .therccare ĩnadvertencies and Rips: 
cpire: Min the very Beſt; which if-negleftedz would 
we are ¶ get head and grow fatal j fothavapreviousc! 

e the examination is uſeful even for iithegy : As 
- fouls for ſinners, ſinces actual amendememt is re- 
as our quired before they irective, diam iſure, : c 
Andi amination, and a ſtrict one rho; h ˖õ ]. 
which lutely: meorſſany for: them, beqauſe it muſt 
nds to neceſſarili i precedò that amendment, with; 
but i out which che og it to dome to that 
not the Holy able bin beni caſes therefore, ſet a 


xrtalityfl win exutnigeguνEelf, and lex him eat 
oeivenlof that breac bnd drink ! of that — 
there. 1\Cor. * 28. >do Dig my erg bes guivi: 

to ſal. \ bns ww 17 207 Bet 


yhethef 1 mall 850 up the 3odrines which 3 
we rel been deliver'd, in this ſhort concluſion ; if 
we have faith in the great atonement made 

| for us by Chriſt, and are ſincerely ſorry 
ual vir for our fins; and by frequently calling our- 
and to {elves to account, endeavour all that in us 
can beſlies to guard againſt future offences, and 
* [vith/ths preparation, devoutly and thank- 
Willy receive this Holy Sacrament in re- 
membrance of Chriſt, our fins ſhall cer- 

tainly be remitted, and Chriſt ſhall raiſe us 

Alas vp at the laſt day, to a bleſſed immortality, 
F May 


>” — 


- 
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faith in every article and myſtrry of our 


we humbly pray . through! the merits and 


May the Almighty Gop of his infinite 
mercy, and goodnels; inſpire us withitrue 


holy Religion, ſo as to diſpoſe us to do 
what is pleaſing in his ſight, to be obedient 
to his holy word, and to expect Salvation 
on his own der ms, and not delude ourſelves | 
by vainly rely ing on any other:! And this: 


mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our i bleſſedi Sa · 
viour and moſt glorious Redeemery to 
whom , with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, the myſterious indomprehenſible 
one Gon, be all honour and glory; thank 
giving and praiſe, love and obegieneę, now 
and for evermore. Amen and Amen. 
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AN HUMBL E 
T 
TO ILLUSTRATE 
THE TRUE MEANING, THE END, THE 

DskE, THE BENEFITS 


Of the SACRAMENT 
OF THE 


Lord's Supper : 


PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS 
ANNEXED. 


Partly ſelected from the beſt, the moſt 
orthodox, the moſt approved EnGL1sH 
AUTHORS. 


The Cup of Bleſſing, which we bleſs, is it not the Com- 
munion, or Communication of the blood of Chrift ? 
The Bread which aue break, is it not the Communion, or 
Communication of the Body of Chri/t ? 1 Cor. x. 16. 

For as of ten as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
Je do 8 forth the Lord's Death till be come, 1 Cor. 
XI. 20. ; 
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PRACTICAL DISCOURSE 


of * worby rexdtoig the 


SACRAMENT 


OF THE 


 Lond's Supper. 


LUXE xxii. 19. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 


H E tranſcendent, wonderful, unpa- 
ralleled love, which the all-glorious, 

the infinitely amiable Son of Gop, hath 
ſhewn to the Sons of men, very plainly 
and eminently appears, not'only in the re- 
demption and ſal vation which he purchaſed 
for us by his death and paſſion, but like- 
wiſe for the proviſion he hath made for the 
F 3 continual 
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mercy, to make it effectual in us, to the 
deſirable ends, and gracious purpoſes 


17 F 5210 ' A! rA $1J 


"Se as tender parents are careful to pre- 
, ſerve. and ſecure for their childrens uſe, 
the eſtates or treaſures, which, with much 
= and toil, with pains and induſtry they 
have acquired for them, ſo our bleſſed Sa- 
viour thought it not enough to have recon- 
ciled us to his Father (whoſe favour is the 
fountain; the true inexhauſtible fountain of 
eternal life, the greateſt, the higheſt, the 
moſt noble of all privileges) but he has 
Iikewiſe wiſely made choice of, has graci- 
ouſly appointed the, beſt, the moſt effec- 
tual mearis for conveying the mighty bene- 
fit, the inxepreſſible advantage of it. 


And of thoſe means none are of greater 
virtue, of more efficacy than the frequent 
n celebrating the memory of his moſt preci- 
ous death, in the manner he has 100 

us at his Holy Table. 


Which, however it may ſeem to ſome 
men to be a matter of no great uſe and 


impor- 


for which he deſigned it. - 
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importance, yet: the: fartbfal find by ex 
perience, that a due performance f it, re- 
freſnes the Soul with ſpiritual comforts, re- 
pairs the decays, ſtrongthens the weakneſs 


of depraved nature, and raiſes in them the 
moſt grateful remembrance of the invalu- 


able benefits, the wonderful advantages of 


Chriſt's death, Hich:fills their minds with 


peace of conſcience, with ſtrength of grace, 
with more overflowing hopes of future 
bleſſedneſa, with joy in the Holy Gbeſt, and 


makes them ſineerely reſolve to expreſs their 
thank fulneſs to their adorable, their moſt 


glorious Redeemer, not only with their 
lips, but in a holy, 1 unblameable 


| eaten. 


The teaſtef his — wagiofigueniby 


almighty God for a memorial of the won- 
derfol deliverance: of his people //rael-out 
of Apt, and ſo the | Sacrament: of the 


Lord's Supper was ordained and eſtabliſned 


by our Saviour Chriſt, in remembrance of 


his death and ſufferings, to which is owing 
the mercy of our redemption, there is 
therefore a general obligation upon all Chriſ- 


tians to reſort to this ſacred Heavenly 
eee 1 1 any ſhare of 


F 4 the 


the ineſtimable benefits, the invaluable 
eee eee 1 
b k, Liga WA} eas 
Hop! they muſt come to it, not after the 
manner of the people of the Church of Rome, 
to be ſpectators of what is tranſacted by 
the Prieſt alone, but to partake of it them- 
ſelves; for tis as much in vain to expect 
that ſeeing another perſon communicating 
for us will avail any thing to the good of 
our Souls, as it would be to imagine that 
_ © the looking upon others while they are at 
meat would ſtay our hunger, or conduce to 
the nouriſhment of our bodies. . 


ö -r ook e ( 
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But ſuch a practice as this, let it be im- 
poſed by what authority ſoever, is dia metri- 
cally oppoſite, or directly contrary to the a 
expreſs words, nay, the very poſitive com- n 
mand of our bleſſed Saviour, particularly p 
with relation to the cup, drinł ye all of this , P 
ſo allo for the bread, his words were, /ake, ol 
eat, this is my body, which is given for you; 0 
do this, 81 oa dme eat it in ranenb rant 
ral el 80 ans 

It being therefore, a neceſſary, a perpe- 
tual duty ane, n of, and in- 

cumbent 


le 
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cumbent upon every Cbriſtian to be him- 
ſelf a partaker of the Lord's Supper, and 
not to think it ſufficient that he beholds any 


other perſon partaking of it for him, it 


manifeſtly follows that every one ought to 
endeavour fincerely to prepare himſelf for 
it according to the dignity of ſo great, ſo 
ſolemn, fo awful a duty of religion, and 
that we may prepare ourſelves as we ought 


to do, there are theſe two things plajuly 


and Oy required of us: 


Firſ, A dad endet juſt ſenſe, 
and a high efteem of this un ringe in- 
Ain 

S Such a ſincere, lively, ſtedfaſt 
faith in Chrift our Saviour, and his infi- 
nitely meritorious ſacriſice for ſin, as works 
powerfully ) holy love, is an eber active 
principle of the moſt chearful, and exact 
obedience, and produces all the good fruits 
of ee in the heart and life. 1 


Te; ie.; is ind feakibly en for thoſe 
who come to the Lord's Supper, to have 
a ag underſtanding and a juſt eſteem of 
they muſt above all things take heed 

F 5 that 
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that they be not ignorant of the nature of 
this Sacrament, which confiſting in the po- 
nive inſtitution of Chriſt, muſt be admini. 
ſtered and received in ſuch a manner as 
agrees with his example and command; 
for if we ſnould celebrate this goſpel ordi- 
nance otherwiſe than it was delivered by 
Chrift the author of it, in St. Ambroſ?'s 
judgment, we are unworthy of him; what 
— homage! what devotion ! what reverence! 
what veneration can we Pretend to ſhew to 
the memory of the Lord Jeſus, our bleſſed, 
our adorable Saviour, if we preſume to 
make any alteration in the moſt : ſolemn 
part of our religious ſervice, which is fixed 
and eſtabliſhed by the authority of his own 

. expreſs, command? 


It was deſigned as a feſtival memorial, 
and a lively repreſentation: of that ineftima- 
ble ſacrifice which Chrif once offered upon 
the croſs, by which the diſpieaſure of Gop 
was atoned, and our fins are expiated ; t 
let us reverence it as ſuch, and not as the b 
real, the proper, the true propitiatory 8 
Chriſtian ſacrifice, but a commemorative 


ſaerifcial feaſt, N 4 frat upon facri 
| fit, 7 
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fee, or elſe in other words, not the; offer- 
ing of lemi ap 40 CO aper an altar, 
but, as Tertullinn excellentiy (peaks; a par- 
taking 'of the ſacrifice, a real communica- 
tion in the benefits of that one, full, per- 
fect oblation, and ſatisfaction which the holy 
Jeſus made for the fins of the hole world; 
it is called a communion, which implies 
that many partake of it together ; tis there - 
fore abſurd for any man whatever to re- 
ceive it alone; it was inſtituted and ad- 
miniſtered. by our Saviour under both the 
elements of bread and wine, let us not ſut- 
fer ourſelyes to be ſacrilegiouſly deprived 
of either of them; it was intended for the 
uſe, and the benefit of the living, where- 


fore to offer it up for the dead, as it does 


them no good, ſo neither will it profit thoſe 
that are guilty of ſuch vain, futile, ere 
leſs, mbgnificant ee 


Theſe, with many dns are innova- 
tions which the Church of Rome has 
brought upon this Sacra ment of the Lord's 
pen 5 . — gives us Ne ad- 


* Non 45 n PR panticpats cette 
Lavullian de Otatione. 1004 


vice 
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vice in ſuch caſes, that we ought to adhere 
to the firſt beginning, the original inſtitu- 
tion, the tradition of Chriſ himſelf, and 
do that in remembrance of him, which he 
himſelf did and commanded, and which 
is confirmed to us i ye * W his 
rn e re Ct, HNFYGL 86S 


— „ 0 s - * 
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This will Seb true notion, and a 
rinks underſtanding of fo great, ſo vene- 
rable a myſtery, which we ought ſo much 
the more diligently to endeavour after, ſince 
they who are without it can netther ſet a 
Juſt value nor make a true uſe of the won- 


derful graces, the unſpeakable benefits 


which are offered and exhibited to us in 


the holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper - 


Tais is the moſt ſolemn, the moſt awful, 
the moſt reverential inſtitution of the Chrif 
tian religion ; this is the peculiar duty that 
is incumbent on us, as we-profeſs to be the 
followers. of the bleſſed ' Jeſus. 
the diſtinguiſhing badge of our profeſſion, 

whereby we profeſs Chrift before men, and 
eminently diſtinguiſh ourſelves from Fews, 
Mabometans and Pagans. This is an holy 


rite of the new-Covenant, agreeable to the 
Paſſover 


This is 
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paſſover under the od; and is as a ſpiri- 
tual feaſt to nouriſh our faith, and our Souls 
with the food: of immortality, and not to 
feed our bodies, or gratify our ſenſes; we 
muſt look with an eye of faith beyond the 
elements of bread and wine, and confider 
the heavenly graces, the in valuable bleſſings 
which are thereby conveyed to us; a ſenſe 
of which ſhall win our affections; ſhall 
ſtrongly incline us to loath our ſins, and to 
{ve our duty, ſhall enable and powerfully 
ſtrengthen us to walk in all holineſs by 
Chrift living and working in us, if it be 
uſed according to the pattern which Chrift 
gave us in its firſt inftitution, recorded by 
three Evangeliſts in the following paſſages ; 
which, - therefore, are principally to be re- 
garded : viz. St. Matthew, xxvi. 26, Ce. 
St. Mark, xiv. 22, Cc. St. Luke, xxii. 19, 
Ce. and was in an extraordinary manner 
revealed from Heaven by Chrif himſelf to 
the Apoſtie St. Paul, 1 Cor, xi. 23, &c. 
that we might be the more obliged and ex- 
cited to the exact obſq; vation of it. Its end 
is, not only that we might remember 
Cbriſ's death in the bifory, but in the 
nyſtery of it: as that his body was broken for 
us, that bis blood is the blood of the new Teſta- 

ment 


— 
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ment ſbed for us; and fur many for be re. 
miſſion of fins ; that ſo we may rective and 
enjoy all the promi ſes of 'the-wnew: covenant 
which are recorded in the following paſſage: 
Heb. viii, 10, 11, 12. For ibis is the tuu:. 
nant that I will make with the boaſe of Iſrae 
after. thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will put 
my laws into their mind, and write them in 
their bearts : And I will be to tbem & God, 
and they ſbhall be to me a people, &c. for I will 
be merciful ta their unrighteoufne/s, and their 
fins and their iniquities will I remember 1 
more. Its end is, to remind us, that Chriſ 
body and blood are bread and drink, even 
all-ſufficient food to nouriſh our ſouls to 
everlaſting life. And that we ought to 
take, eat, and drink him by faith, and to 
aſſure us, that, when we truly believe on 
him, he-is as really, as cloſely united to us 
by his ſpirit, as the food we eat and drink 
is united to our bodies. Cbriſ himſelf, 
John vi. doth more fully explain this, my{- 
tery. Furthermore, this Sacrament. doth 


not only put us in- mind of the: ſpiritual 


bleſſings wherewith we are bleſſed i 
Cbrift; and enjoy ment of them by faith, 
a it is happy means, a molt ex 

| | cellent 
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cellent inſtrument, whereby Goo doth 
really exhibit and give Chriſt and his ſalva- 


tion to true believers, and hereby he doth 


ſtir up, and ſtrengthen believers, to re- 


ceive and feed upon Cbhriſt by preſent act- 
ings of faith, while they partake of the out- 


ward elements. When Cbriſ faith, eat, 


drink, ibis is my body, this 1s my blood, no 
leſs can be meant, than that Cbriſi doth as 
truly exhibit, and give his body and blood 
to true believers in that holy ordinance, as 
the bread and cup; and they do as truly 
receive it by faith. As if a prince inveſt a 
ſuhject in ſome honourable office, by de- 
livering to him a ſtaff, ſword, or ſignet, 
and ſay to him, “ take this ſtaff, word, or 


ſignet;; this is ſuch an office, or prefer- 


ment.;” or if a father ſhould deliver a 
deed for conveyance of land to his ſon, 
and fay, * take it as thy own; this is ſuch 

a farm or manor; how can ſuch expreſ- 
ſions import any thing leſs, in common 
ſenſe or reaſon, than a preſent, a gift, and 


a conveyance of the offices, preferments 


and lands, by and with thoſe outward 
ſigns? Therefore the Apoe. St. Paul, the 
beſt interpreter of. theſe following words 

of 


. 
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of his divine maſter our bleſſed: Saviour; 
#his is my body, this is my blood, plainly and 
expreſly aflerteth, 1 Cor. x. 16, * that 
the bread in the Lord's Supper, is the com. 


T munion, or communication of the body of 


Chrift ; and the Chriſtian's cup of bleſling 
is the communion, or communication of the 
blood of Cbriſ; that is, a conveyance of 
all the benefits of his death and paſſion, to 
every faithful worthy receiver. Theſe 
words of the Apoſiie declare, that Chriſt's 
body and blood are really communicated to 
us, and we do really partake of: them by 
- faith, as well as of the bread and cup, and 
that the ſacred ſymbols are no bare ſigns, no 


* See Dr. Hammond, Dr. Whitby, Locke, the vulgar 
Latin, the great Englih Bible tranſlated by Willian 
Tyndal, and Miles Coverdale, and reviſed by Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, and Dr. Fulk's annotations on the 
place, in that valuable piece of antient controverſy 
and criticiſm the examination of the Rhemiſh Teſta- 
ment, which (in the opinion of a late eminently 
learned, judicious and celebrated Divine of the Church 
of England, ) is full of ſound divinity, weighty argu- 
ments, and important obſervations. Would the young 
' ſtudent be taught to diſcover the very finecus of 
Popery, and be enabled to give an effectual blow to 
that complication of errors, I ſcarce know a treatiſe 
better calculated for the * 

untrue 
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untrue figures of à thing abſent :1 But the 
force, the grace; the virtue, tile benofit of 
Cbriſt's body broken, and blood ſhed, that is, 
of his paſſion, are really and effectually 
preſent, with all them who receive wor- 
ug thily. This is all the rea] pre/ence that our 
be Church teaches. Therefore the chief 
of excellency, the exceeding great advantage 
o of this holy ordinance is, that it is not only 
eſe a figure and reſemblance of our living 
18 upon a g rucified Saviour, but allo a pre- 
o cious means, a moſt bleſſed inſtrument, 
by whereby Chriſt, the bread and drink of 
life, is really conveyed to us, and received 
n WF by us thro? faith, and by means whereof 
he, who comes worthily to the Holy Table, 
eis as truly entitled to a part in Chriſꝰs ato- 
ch. ning ſacrifice by receiving the Sacramental 
the WM bread and wine, which is there delivered to 
ery him; as any man is entitled to an eſtate, 
lta- W by receiving a deed of conveyance from 
one who has a power to ſurrender it to his 
uſe. This makes it to be a love-token, 
ung Ml worthy of that fervent, that unſpeakably 
of ardent affection towards us, which filled 
i Chrif's heart at the time when he inſtituted 
it, when he was on the point of finiſhing his 
great work of love; by laying down __ 
19 Or 


7114 On the SAdRAUHi Nx. 
for us; 1: Cr. xi. 23. And this is Niligeuth 
and carefully to he obſerved, that 6 ma 
in the ſincerity-of our hearts make à ritt 
improvement of this moſt comfortable di · 
vine inſtitution, and receive:the: ſaving; be- 
nefits of it. One reaſon why many do lit. 
tle eſteem, and ſeldom or never partake 
of this bleſſed ordinance, and do And little 
benefit by it, is, becauſe they falſly ma- 
-gine, that Goo in it only exhibits or holds 
forth naked ſigns and reſemblances of Chr 
and his ſalvation, which they account 
be held forth ſo plainly in Seripture, that 
they need not the helpof ſuch a ſign; where- 
as, if they thoroughly underſtood, if they 
wiſely conſidered, that Gop doth really 
give Chrift himſelf, and the ſalutary bene- 
! fits of his death to their faith, by and with 
[thoſe ſigus and reſemblanges, they (would 
highly prize it as the beſt, the moſt pre- 
cious, the moſt delicious feaſt on this ſide 
Heaven, and be moſt ardently deſirous to 
partake of it on all occaſions or opportuni- 
ties, 4s ii. 42, and xx. 5. Another res- 
ſon why many partake ſeldom or never d 
this high and holy folemnity, and know lit 
tle of the benefit of it, is, becauſe 1he) 
think themſelves brought by it into great 
| _ danget 
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dapgen of eating and drinking their, on tam- 
nation, according to theſe terrifymgaords 
of the. Apoſtle, + b he that eateib and drink- 
eth  unawortbily, cajeth and  drinketh dam- 
nation 40 himſelf, not diſcerniug ibe Lord's 
body, 1 Cor. xi. 29. Therefore they 
count it; the ſaſeſt Way, wholly to abſtain 
from ſueh a :dangerous ordinance; or at 
leaſt, that once a year is enough to run ſo 
deſperate a hazard; and if they be brought 
to it ſometimes by conſtraint of conſcience, 
their ſlaviſn fears bereave them of all the 
comfortable fruits, the ſalutary benefits 
of it. So that, inſtead of ſtriving to re- 
ceive Chrift and his Salvation therein, they 
account themſelves to have ſucceeded well, 
if they come off without the ſentence of 
damnation: As the Fewiſh Robbins write, 
that the High Prieff's life was ſo much 
hazarded by. his entering once a year into 
the Holy of Halies, that he ſtayed there as 
little time as he could, leſt the peopleſhould 
think him to be Rruck dead by the hand 
of Goo; and when he was come forth 
alive, he uſually made a feaſt of thankſ- 


lit giving for joy of fo great a deliverance. 


But there is no reaſon why we ſhould be ſo 
much terrified by thoſe words of the A 


poſtle; 


* 
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poſt le; for they were darted againſt ſuch ; 
groſs, vile, unworthy profanation of the 
Lord's Supper among the Corinthians, u 
we may eaſily avoid, by obſerving the M;.. 
. original.infiitution of it, which the Apoſtle e 
propoſeth as the moſt: effectual cure of 
- their. diſorders, as the beſt, or rather th: 
only remedy againſt the profane abuſe, in 
not diſcerning or differencing the Lord. 
. - body, from other bodily food, and partaking 
of it as their own ſupper, in ſo ſcandalouy, 
ſo irreverent, fo diſorderly a manner, that 
one Was hungry, and another drunken. Be. 
| ſides, that terrifying word damnation, may 
be rendered more properly and more mildly 
Judgment, as it is in the margin of your 
Bible; yea, the Apoſile himſelf, verſe 22, 
doth interpret it of a merciful, temporal 
Judgment, whereby we are chaſtened of tb, 
Tord, that we ſhould not be condemned wil! 
| the world. We are indeed prone to ſin, in 
receiving this ordinance unworthily, and (0 
we are alſo prone to pollute more or leſs 
all other +oly things, that we meddle will. 
So that the conſideration of our danget 
might fill us with laviſh fear in the uſe d, 
all other means of grace, as well as of thi 
were it not that we have a great, tende!, 
5 graciou 
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gracious, moſt compaſſionate, faithful: High: 
Priaſt, Jeſus: Chriſt be 1 righteous,. 10 bear | 
the iniquity: of our holy things, Exad. e .xxviii, | 
36, 37, 38% under the coyert of a‘, 
erfelt rig bteau/ſneſ a, we may draw nedr o 
GOD vithout ſervile fear, with intire joy; 
with @ true beant. with filial confidence in 
ul range of faith, in this as well as ini! 
ther holy ordinances, and we may reite 
n the Lari in this ſpirisus! fn. as the 
ews were bound to — in their ſolemn feaſts, © 
Deut. xvi. 14, 15, There are other abuſes 
this holy ordinance; whereby it is render 
d oppoſite, rather than ſubſervient to 
he life of faith. Some men, from iſthe 
emains of that Popiſh notion of the repe- 
ition of the Sacrifice of the death. of Cbris 
n the Moſs, deceive themſelves with an 
magination, that. at the receiving of the 
ſacrament, their ſins are in courle pardon» 1: 
d, to the commilſon of which ey: e- 


| $ ITC | EEE 23 
Fer 
en it, like the engravings of a a fignet, Holineſs to the 
rd, And if ſhall be upen Aaron's forchoad, that 
ton may ' bear | obe iniquity of the boly things,” which | 
children of Iſrael G hallow in all their holy things * 
eee RAN 11 /t 
my the Lord, „ F 


turn 


angel 
uſe ol 
Ff thi 
endet, 
iou 
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turn-regularly-again'; making the ume uf" MY : 
of the Sacrameni, that many the Papi, dd t 
of confefſitn.rand abſ#tittion; W HMH is tod quit 


v ith God onte or tic a year that ſo they 
may begin to ſin again upon n new Teore; 
a dangerous miſtakes an extremely datiger- 
ous:detufion this too''ſenſ@leſs, too ab- 
ſurd to heed a lorig or ſeridus confu tation, 
Butithis is direchy making Chr Ybtmint: 
erh Ain, "inſtead? of \reperitdiice ; turning 
therigrace of GOD: into an enconragernent 
tocontinue:im'fin'; and uſing the liberty of 
the Goſpel, for'an mne rho tes wal 
de, 11424 22-2162 
Others, without ing tit * ſo 
far) have yet a blind, ſupetſtitious, uninrel. 
ligible notion of a certain grace ot virtue 
annexed: to the material ' elements, or to the 
mete external purticipalion of them; rather 
after the nature 6f a charm, than of à re- 
ligius arion. As if by ſorne ſecret nici. 
ſary connection with the outward elements, 
more than with ibe veligwous diſpoſitions of 6 
vir luous mind, ſpiritual advantages were 
conveyed into, or operated upon, the receiver. 
ö kg this ee een hurt then 


* Gal. ti. 17. 4 Ada of 1- Gab . 13. 
notion 
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notion of religion, and to make men miſe! 
take the-,pritici; — dhe 
hel et , $9 08 H UOTE ah 10 K* 
al tis, BNUTEDEIELUA Went ent 
some put in the phase ef : Chrigy: by: 
r= Wl ruſting to, and relying upon it as a works 
b. of righteouſneſs, efficacious forthe proour--: 
n. ing of *Gop's favour; or an ordinabee ſuf- 
1. ficiemt to confer Graee to the So VA 
ing very work wrought-or done.” There is a- 
ent nother ſort of perſons; whe valuing them. 
ol ſelves, as being in the main good maru men, 
are ape to ſlight and diſeſteem this poſitive 
I inftiturion, this moſt' ſublime ordinaneeg 
% this moſt exeellent worfmp and hold er 
tel ves ſafe withour frequent communiem, 
n or perhaps without ever communieating. 
the And they ſhould be told that their moral! 
her N virtnes be. they rea] or other wie, cat be of 
1% or beneßt without this Sacrament, or 
in any degree eg for the want of Ie 
For in reality the Sacraments are additional 
improvements upon virtuous practices, 1 
are of nearer and more immediate 
forthe unĩting us t& God and cen They! 
ſupply — moral virtues : fa fibre 
Wey relieve" where mera! vittues catinot;- 
_ faith what'the other but begin, our 
(2159, 5} is — 


— 
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Juſtification and Salvation. Moral virtucs. 


are rather to, be; ggnſidered ag, conditions 
only, or as means to an end) besauſe they 


are previous qualifications for the ſacra- 
ments, and have no: proper ¶cacy to- 


wards the procuring .of Salvgtion till they, 
are improved and rendered; acceptable by. 
theſe «Chri/tian. performances. Marni vir. 


tue is but the hand- Maid raging 40 ie. 


of Salvation, which, the: w/e, of be Sacre. 
ments at length opens, and Jets ps 10. s. 


the being excluded, from having a part in 


the imerjts; of Cle paſſion, ig Ahe death, 
and the neglect of abe means of. grace is 
the diſeaſe of the Soul; ſo the, Partigips: | 


ting of the merits, of Chrgft' s; paſlign is its 


health and life; and the ule gf, the, proper. 


means is its fed and nouriſpment. And 
thus we comę to he iſe of, ert receiv 


ing, the means inſſi sec, and one of the 


moſt effectual, the molt. direct. of, any; 


It ſuppoſes, or takes in virtue, moral vir- 
tue with it, and goes far beyond it, uni- 
tipg us to Chriſt, which, moral virtue alone 
never can do; for it my by Ta e 
chat we are ſaved.: , Qthers, make it ſo ne- 


| ceſſary, that they, aun run js not. ſuffi 


Sd 43534 


partake of it, if they can poſkibly, though 
| Yr 


it be in a 1diforderly manner, uppen their 
ſick · beds, When they te in 
death, us theit) via, or the daſt ro- 
viſon-for the Way. They Papiſts de hor 
ribly idolize it by their tion of tranſub- 
ſtantistion, and the abſurd, unreaſonable 
doctrines -attendent en the belief of its 
ſuch as che adetation of the Hoſt, or conſo- 
crated wafer (Which is plain groſs ĩdolatry,/) 


and their facrifice of the Mats for the ſins 


of the quiok and the dead. We '6ught, 
my Chriſtian Brethren, to avoid theſe. dan- 
gerous extremes, - theſe-groſs abuſes of this 


holy, bleſſed, divine inſt:1u179n, and warily to 


conceive that the true body and blood of Chriff, 
are given to us, with the bread and wine, 
not after a carnal manner, not ſubſtantially, 
not corpera/ly, but in a diviae, - heavenly, 


ſpiritual, myſterious manner, by the un- 


ſearchable operation of the Holy Spirit, 
uniting brit and us together by faith, with. 
out any tranſubſtantiation, or real change in 
the out ward elements after conſecration. 
And that when the receiver is fitly quali- 
fied, and duly diſpoſed, there is a ſalutary 
life-giving virtue annexed to the Sacra- 


ment; which in one of our Church's ho- 


miies is thus expreſſed: The Supper of 


the Lord is no vain empty ceremony, nor 
60 yet 
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fear, of 


' 
Fd 
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4 yet merely a ſigtf or figure to repreſent 
<« ſomething abſent ; for on the contrary 


«the Scriptures call it the table of the 
Lord, his bread and bis cup, the memorial 


« of Chriſt, whereby we ſhew forth his death 
« till be come; they tell us moreover, that 


« it is the communion, or communication 


, © the body and blood of the Lord, uniting 
4 us to him after a wonderful manner by 
. «© the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, thro 


“faith that is wrought in us, whereby we 
« are aſſured of the gift of eternal life, and 
that for the body as well as for the ſoul, 
„ which after an happy and glorious re- 
% ſurrection, ſhall be re- united, to live to- 
* gether to all eternity.“ ® 


The primitive Fathers of the Church 
who delighted to contemplate this great 
myſtery of our union with Cbriſt our head, 
and ſaw cleareſt into it, were wont to ſpeak 
of the Lord's Supper as the bleſſed inſtrument 
of it, with ſuch ſtrains of eloquence, as might 
charm and invite men to a frequent receiv- 
ing of it. | 


0 1 Homily on the Sacrament. | 
NAS | | They 
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rue, dall it alis Gather 
nion, the ſweet repaſt of dur Saviour 
Cbriſt, the great preſervative againſt death, 
the pledge of everlaſting Salvation, the 
guurd of burt faith, the hope of ag happy 
reſurrection ; tis with them the food of im- 
mortality, the grace Which bringeth Salva- 
tion, even the incomparable precious grace 
which preſerves 1 for time and 


ee g. . 1 20, dit Not Fila 


4% Yo 5365097 r Ws FR 79 Ob Av VEL 
Which Ates both of the Holy 
Scriptures, and bf the primitive Fathers 
of the Church, if we would frequently re- 
flect upon, how would our ſouls, our de- 
fires; our affections be inflamed towards 
urch this bleſſed Sacrament? With what im! 
reat il patience ſhould we hunger and thirſt aftet 
ead, it? Moſt humbly hoping and imploring to 
peak receive not only the out ward elements of 
nent bread and wine, but the ching ſignified 
nght and repreſented thereby, which is the body 
ceiv- and blood of Chrif our Saviour, not in 
figure or ſhadow only, but, as to the vir- 
tue, the merit, the efficacy of it, in reality 
and truth, to the eternal ſalvation of our 

They immortal Souls. D 

1 : „ It 


124 On tlie Sac ance, 


the fuitbful Ohriſtians pereewe and know 
that the mereies of -Gop are ſealed and 
made ſure to them; that the blood of Cb 
is accepted in full ſatisfacticm for their ſina, 
the free forgiveneſs of »which — 
confirmed at the Holy Fable... Mes 


ctrl [740 +11119 1 


The a of, true Ghceis belive, 


whilſt they are celebrating .'theſe;:Holy 
Myſteries, do overflow with peace of con- 


ſcience, 'with joy in the Hoh Gb, 1 


their faith is inercaſed, their hope is 
elevated and enlivened, their views of 
heaven are enlarged, their charity is made 
more fervent, more diffuſive and every 
other chriſtian grace or virtue, receives 
new vigour, aew-ſtrength, new additional 
improvement; which bleſſed fruits and 
ſpiritual effects of the Holy Sacrament, 
blindneſs and ignorance make men un- 
capable of; which plainly ſhews the nece(- 

ſity of the firſt ching required to ptepare 
men, for the receiving the Lord's Supper, 
which is rightly to underſtand the nature, 
the true meaning of it, md the Wan 
annexed to it. 


240, , 


J inthetipredous; itavcnlyi:fcatts"that | 
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adh, Another: thing abſdlutely required 
and indiſpenſibly neceſſury- ſor the ſame 
end, is a ſincere, true, Iwely, ſtedfüſt 
fairb, which phrifies" rhe bart, and ſo be- 
comes a prineiple' of religion, which works 
powerfully 3y-holy love, and influences our 
practice: ; We mult 'believe not only in- 
general, that Chriſt Jeſus died for ſinners, 
thav:his'death ig ſufficient ratz{bis, atone- 
ment aud ſatisfaction 'fot the fins of all 
mankind; to-purchaſe full remitſion of them, 
and a perfect reconeiſiation with his hea- 
venly Fatheri but this every man muſt ap- 
ply to hinniſelf in particulat ; w ever thou 


muſt believe in thy heatt that Chrif is thy | 


atoning ſacrifice, that upon the croſs he 
ſhed his moſt precious blood for thy fins; 
thou muſt” own him, and no one elſe, for 
thy Saviour; thou' muſt not acknowledge: 
Ut, and other Redeemer, Mediator, or Inter- 
ah ceſſor, but ow Lord Jeſus Chrift only, that 
2 thou mayſt ſay with: St. ho, OT 


re and pave N je me.” 


aha? Th 15 
* Thie is to apply Oni to W twee 
th lay hold of the protniſe made in, the: inſti- 
. tution of the Sacrament, to make his body 
f G 3 and 


, 
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aud blood, taube ours, as to the merit 
and effeagy of them, for ſa Cbriſt himſelf 
told his Diſciples, when he delivered the 
bread to them, This 3s,my body, iubicb was 
given for you; and when be gave them the- 
cup, this is my blood, which is ſhed for you ; 
and it is ſo only. when 1 we' believe i it to be ſo. 


N 1 3 * 18 . . 


"This lte our own act, no outward 
means whatſoever can contribute any thing 
to it; 'tis indeed the office of the Miniſter 


to conſecrate the elements of bread. aud 


wine, and to deliver them to us; but that 
they are to us the body of Chriſt. that they 
bring with them the virtue, the real eſſi- 
cacy of a Sacrament, depends intirely upon 
that faith with which we receive them; 
for as bodily food, if received into a foul. 
uahealthy ſtomach, is, indigeſted, will afford 
no ſtrength, no nouriſhment; ſo neither 
will the ſpicitual food of the Lord: s Sup- 
per be of any uſe, or of any advantage to 
the ſoul, to cleanſe it from ſin, or to re- 
pleniſh with heayenly graces, unleſs 1 it be 
taken with a true, lively, ſtedfaſt faith in the 
bleſſed Fdſuwand the exceedingly precidus 
atohemelit, "the, nee meritorious pro- 

997 It 9250 o trie! pitiation 
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pitiation which he was en Nen to 
make for ſin. 1 


Our Church theredfors following che prac- 
tice and directions of the beſt antiquity, 
calls upon us in the office of this com- 
munion, to ift up our hearts, to raiſe our: 
thoughts, our affections above every thing 
there preſent to our ſenſes, to , lift them. 
up. unto the Lord, at whoſe table we are, 
and of whoſe body we are going to = 
n ee b lod 210 


It is the advice of one of the primitive Fa- 
thers, to thoſe who are going to this heavenly 
banquet, look with faith upon the body 
“ and blood of thy Gop, let thy mind 


touch it with devout wonder; with re- 


verential awe: reach forth thy heart to 
* it, and receive it with thy inward man,” 


Wherefore, my Chriſtian brethren, when 
we reſort to the Holy Table, let us wholly 
root up all infidelity, all diſtruſt of Gop's; 
promiſes, let us approach it as living mem 
bers of Chriſt's body, who have our mu- 
tual abiding, we in him, and be in us, which 
union is confirmed, and perfected bya due. 

G 4 participa- 


ers have no part in Chriſt, tho' they do 
outwardly communieate with the faitbfwl 
therefore try and examine yourſelves, 
whether Geb has [purified your hearts by a 
ſincere; lively faith, to the acknawledg- 
iag of his Goſpel, and embracing the mer- 
cies\ which are offered to us in his Son 


Chrift Feſus; if it be ſo with you, then 
you may approach with all joy, with hum- 


die boldneſs, to the heavenly, feaſt he has 


provided for you; being aſſured, that you 
ſhall receive not only the outward: Sacra- 
ment; but the thing ſignified and repre- 
| ſented by it, the body and: blood of Chrift 
your adorable Saviour, not in figure or 
ſhadow: only, but, as to the virtue, the 
real efficacy of it, in reality and truth, to 
the eternal Salvation of your precious im- 
mortal ſouls. 


Cl himſelf declares this to be the 
great, the exalted end; the gracious, the 
glorious deſigm of his.coming into the world. 
that t6hy/bever beligverh: im bim ſhould not 
periſh; batt have ever/afting life, John iii. 16. 
And ene 2 to: the brazen ſer- 
— . pent 


pat tzerpation of rheſe holy myſter ies q let 
us remember that hypocrites and unbeſiev- 


W , e canned 8b fow.c.c 
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pete! which Mqſas lifted up in ih wildenmeſt ; 
the light whereof eurecthe, people pf the 
bitings of thaſefery ſtrenti which: Gon lebt 
amongſt themen ate ſaved by famh.: 
in Jeſus Chris H the Ring and puniſh· 
ment ef their ſinas When the jailor aſked 
Panl andi Si nn x hat be ſhould db: ta-befaved,) 
4 they give him this ſhort anſwer ; 4cheve ev 
M the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved 
nM WU /aadtbrihmm/en GU Nr 3h. Ybeſel td ingo ure 
i i river (6ys Sd. Jae, bohtdb che edneluli 
bon, ef his Golpdl,) cba. ge might, believe 
u hat Thus 1s, the, Chrifg. and that beliving 
a- „ bt bug Life, borough Hifi man John 
e xx. 34% Salvatign, ig (ad. by the Apa le, 
ft te be gi oh GOR: reg h faith Bph⸗ 
Tr i. 8. and agaim hg heller us, Chu is ib t 
0 !hat heliguti No . $14 - See Gal. iii. 24 
1- 47 94 ht 341 71 75 4&1 2; A097 Det! 
- Thee: and many. mote: placed ſchip· 

tore, Wx it very plain that id is hy faith 

e that we apply: G death, and the 
Ce merits, of i it to qar-fauls,! as a healing, ſakes. 
„ N tar beneficial; Mmedain e, to w qundnthet 
r ether ite nguahles which yet fanher/ 
5. appear, aht i ischen handy that th Sa. 
188 of out, Lords dapper i realhy and; 

G 5 effectually 
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effectuall y the communication of his body and 
blood; chat is, a-convey aneeof all the be- 
nefits of) His i death ard paſſion to us: An: 
ſwweringethe end of its holy ini which 
was tog ]πũ ͥð＋ß into dur Wb af the grace 

which heipurchaſed for us by his meritori- 
dus, ſatisfactory ſufferings and all-peifect 
obedience, : 15 1. 3 ar eit kttiti 3% I 72 

„e N dd ved Vu UNA 
By allthis We A ee chat Faith, 
if rightly underſtood," if rightly-explained, 
WO is the only means or inſtrument required 
on our parts for our Salvation. Tis a 
ſure truſt, a ſtrong co confidence i m the mercies 


of Gob, a thorongh perfiiafion'of the re- 
miſſion bf out ſins, and reſtoration of the 


divine favour, thro' the ſole merits and pre- 
valent interceſſion of our Saviour; a firm 
belief that we are redeemed by him from 
the power, the ſlavery, the inſupportable 
bandage of fin and Satan, into the'glorious 
liberty of 4he faithful children of GOD, to 
ſerve bim without ſervile-fear in this world, 
and to be heirs” of eternal life, even of 
joy and happineſs, unſpeakable in the world 
to come. ' As Abrabaw's'' Faith,” and that 
of the holy! Patriarchs, Was imputec to 
them — fo will ours be to 
nens us, 


md 
be. 
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us, ik it be the ſame as theirs, ſound, 
weh, ſtedfaſt and fruitful in obedience. 
| Tis — nd ha fame kind of faith, the. 
object of which is Chrift Jeſus, by which 
both they and we ſhall be ſaved: Weſhall 
all be partakers of him, and of the re- 
wards which he hath purchaſed, if we b 


cus failb in bim feedfaſt unto the end of our 


lives, lust be , tbat-wavereth, as St. James 
tells us, is like a wave of. the ſea, and muſt 
not think that be ſhall receive any. thing of the: 
Lord. The danger which, St. Peter was! 
in as ſoon ; as his faith began to fail him, as 


he walked upon the water to go to Je 
is a fit emblem to repreſent the caſe of thoſe, 


men, whoſe faith is wavering, unſtable, 
unconſtant, who are unfixed, variable,,and, 


irreſolute in believing the power of Gop,, 
or in depending upon the truth of hig pro- 
miſes; only their danger is ſo. much greater, 
than his, as their loſs will not be that of a 
temporal being, but of eternal life, of end- 
leſs happineſs, of joys unſpeakable, when 
this vain world ſhall be no nre. 
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„Lanes apply eue ene 


of our Saviour's ſufferings, by ſo ſure, ſo 


no adverſities, no devices of Satan, or eun- 


ning eraſtineſs of thoſe agents of his, that 


lis in wait io decerve, ſhall ever be able to 
ſhabee; to; change, or to alter it: Let us 
perſevere in this belief, that Cbrin the all. 
glorious, the infinitely gracious ſon of God 
has taken away our fins, has fo fully ſatis- 
fied Ms father's juſtice, and reſtored us to 
his fayonr, that no other ſacrifice for ſin is 
either neecful, or will be required by him, 
than that one oblation of himſelf, which 
odr bleſſect Saviour offered upon the-croſs 
for us. When guilt accuſes us, of guilt 
overtakes us, inſtantly let us with humble” 
minds, witfi penitent hearts fly to Cbrpt, 
as our only facred refuge, as the 1/7 liter, 
when wourdet looked to the brazen /erpent ; 
there, ler ut ſay, there is the e 
for this abominable ſm. 


Whenever our celebs are ſtung with 
remorſe for our ſins, whenever they grow 
a burden too heavy for us to bear: When 


the fears of death and of judgment we 
tne 


ſtrong, ſo ſtedfaſt' a faith, that no dangers, 
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the ſoul, and we dread to appear at the 
loſt deciſiue day, heſone the: grand, the; tre- 
mendous, the awfuh tribunal of that great, 
that ſapnemely\ glorious Goo, whom: we 
have ſo often, ſo wretchedly, ſo grievouſly 
offended, we may encourage, and fortify 
ourſe)ves. again alb temptatians to deſ- 
pair, by look ing wah. the eye of faith upon 
Chrift cruc iſieu, aur: firong fortnefi,, 168 an- 
chor of eur hope, the captain of, our ſalva- 
tion, the Saviour of penitents, the prince of 

feare, the author and: finiſier of aur faith; 
and hy: witely' conſidering how full, ha- 
complete, how /penfec, how: all-Guflicient 

a ſacrifice, /' oblation,)i anch fatisfactien he 


hath mos for us. 


The HR hedges precious: 
atoning blood, which be; the — 
divinely compaſſionate: Redeemer,: ſed, if 
we truſt to, and rely upon it, will waſh away 
our fins, and our ſupremely goody our in- 
finitely gracious. Gon will fave us, not for 
our own Fighreonſmefs, but for bis: manifold 
and great mereies. Let us, therefore, moſt 
humbly beſeech him to enereaſe, to ſtrengths: 
en, to confirm this ſaub in us ever mort, 
which will make us ekave: ftedfaftly 10 the] 

5 Lord 
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Lord with full purpoſe of beart, till we come 
to his everlaſting kingdom, in ubeſt pre. 
ſence is the 'fulneſs of joy. And at "whoſe 
right hand there are pleaſures for ever more, 


Having thus ſhewn you, in the plaineſt 
manner I could, the neceſſity of the ſecond 
thing required to prepare men for the wor- 
thy receiving the Lord's Supper; which is 
to have ſuch a ſincere, lively, ſtedfaſt 
Faitb in the holy Jeſus, and his infinitely 
meritorious ſacrifice for fin, as puriſies the 
beart, works powerfully by holy love, and 
produces all the good fruits of religion in 
the life and converſation of Chriſtians. 


I ſhall now, by way of application of 
the foregoing diſcourſe, make ſome uſe- 
ful practical reflections and obſervations, 
ſuitable to this important ſubjec .. 


From all that hath been hitherto ſaid, 
it plainly and eminently appears, that the ¶ be 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is deſign- W m 
ed for very great, wiſe, truly noble, ineſti- A. 
mably valuable ends and purpoſes, As Il th; 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm was inſtituted by W 5% 
' Chriſt, for the entering men into covenant 

535 with 


aid, 
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zeſti- 
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with Gop, by the means whereof all the 
ſins they were'guilty of before they became 
Coriftians, were forgiven ; ſo this other Sa- 


crament of his Supper was inſtituted for the 
renewing that covenan with God, by the 
means whereof all their ſins ſince their bap- 


liſi are remitted to them, and a conveyance 
likewiſe made of all the other "GU of 


. 's Jabrifie on the croſs] - 
* 24133 30 191191 12 1/16 
This " * doctrine of the Cacbolck 
Chureh in this matter of the two Sacramentie 
and it will receive ſome light from the two 
great Sacramenis among the Jetos, circum- 


ciſion ad ſacrifitesj (which were eminent 


types and figures of our Beh —— _ 
the Lord's Supper. b. 


Among! the Jews; the way that Gon ap 


pointed, for the entering perſons into cove-: | 


nant with him was circumciſion; and whoever 


was: circumciſed, was entitled to all the 


benefits and advantages that were pro- 
miſed and made over by that covenant. 
And the ſame thing we ſay, as to all thoſe 


that are entered into the new covenant of 


Jeſus Chriſt by baptiſm... But if an Vraelite 
thus entered 1 into covenant with Gop, hap- 
1 Poe 
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pened; aſterwards to tranſgreſs any law of 

Gon before he could obtain forgyvencs,, I 
and be reſtored to ; Go's'favour, he Muſt 
offer ſuch ſacriſiceg as the la had aꝑpointed 
in that caſe: and by offering theſe ſagrifices; 
he renewed his covenant with Go, and 
was admitted to that ſtate; which by bis 
ſin he had forfeited. And the very way. 
of offering up theſe; ſacri ces didi in a very 


lively manner repreſent this: For when a 1 
man btaught any of this kind of ſacrifices, I * 
after that ſacrifice had been, offered ta Gon, 
part of lit was burnt upon the altar, which Il 
was: Gop's portion 7 and another Part of it ſe 
was given back to the man that brought it, be 
fun bim to feaſt upon with his fatnily 3-by: “ 
which was ſignified, that the man thus ſuc 
eating of Gop's meat, and feeding, as it - 


were, ad Cop's able, was. reſtored to his 
grace, to his favour, to his friendſhip, and: 
in-covenatit: with: him; *. Eating and drink. 
ing 1ogether, being the oeremonꝝ and), cuſ- 
tom uſed man. at nations, eee in 


* See Exod, xxxiy, . e V2. Pla. chi 
K xvii. 1 2. xxxili. 5 Ty Lev, vii. 20. 1 Sam. 1. 3 
xvi. 9, tt, , Judg. ix. | i. 23. Ia; vil. J. Ez. xiii, 
49, 11. Amos: ii. 80ER A bt de an 10s. 


Lane J.“ ü bene £9751 


the 


On the SACRAMENT; * 189: 
the oriental, parts, for the expreſſing friend 


f ſhip and, reconciliation, and for the ih 
ding leagues. and cue nent Pita 27 

© Now to tha fame, uſe and purpoſe, ſay 

a6 ve, ſerves our Sacrament. of. the-Lord's Sup- 

vie Per; or, as it was called! by the antients, 

25 the commemorative, or repreſentative. 
oP Chriſtian ſasnifice of the Euchariſt. : not that 

a Ve pretend, in our communions, to offer 

es, ub the real Body and blood of Chriſt in Sa- 

0 crifice. to Gop, as the Papiſts do; for ibat, 


be bath for ever perfected all them that are 
by Janet ed, f ſo that there is no peed of any 


hus ſuch offering any more: But we commemo-- 
Inte that real, proper, propitiatory ſacrifice, 
his which Cbriſt has made for us on the croſs s 


A 4 oe thank Gap for it. And we heartily 
mk. beſeech him, that he would accept of it 
dul Ion our behalf, and that it: may make azone- 


ia N for all our ſins: and we likewiſe feed 


1% Pſa. xi. 9, Obad, 7. John iv. 9. 
+ Heb, >. 14. 


12 ; upon 


ich I 4 the Apoſtle tells us, was once done by bim 
ras ſelf upon the croſs, and by that one —— | 


* See Gen, xxvi. Ai 44. Bam. v. 6. Joſhua ix. 


| 


138 On the SACRAMENT. 

upon it, as the Jews did upon their /acri- 
fices ; that is to ſay, by eating of that bread 
which, as he ſaid, is his body, and by drink- 
ing of that cup, which he declared to be 
his blood in remembrance of him. Now in 
this reſpect, there is a ſacrifice in the Lord's 
Supper ſymbolically, but not there as of- 


fered up to Gop, but feaſted on by us; and 


ſo not a ſacrifice properly, or literally, but 
a ſacrificial feaſt, or a feaſt upon ſaorifice, 
becauſe it is a ſolemn commemoration, and 
a lively repreſentation to Gop, of the ſa- 


crifice that Chrift offered for us on the 


croſs; in which we claim to that, as to our 
expiation, and feaſt upon it as our peace- 
offering, according to that ancient notion 
and cuſtom, that covenants were confirmed 
and ratified by a ſacrifice, and were con- 
cluded in a feaſt on the ſacrifice. As the 
legal ſacrifices with the feaſts upon thoſe 
ſacrifices, were federal or covenanting rites 
between Gop and men; in like manner, 
I fay, the Lord's Supper under the Goſpel, 
which we have already proved to be a com- 
memorative ſacrificial feaſt, I mean a feaft 
upon ſacrifice, muſt needs be a federal rite, a 
ſeal of a covenant, a feaſt of amity and _ 

| ip 
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ip hetween Gon and men; where by 
cating and drinking at God's on table, and 
of his nent, we are taken into a facred co- 
venant, an inviolable league of friendfhip 
in with him. And we partake both of the 
d's Il body and blood of that his ſacrifice, by par- 
of- taking of the bread and wine that he has 
nd conſecrated, not only to be the /ymbols and 
but Vu of them, but to convey the real be- 
ice, vefits of his paſſion and ſacrifice to all true 
and lelievers: fo that we may be truly ſaid to 
ſa- ed at God's table, whenever we receive 
the the holy Sacrament: and if we come or- 
our chily diſpoſed, to have all our paſt ſins 
ce- MW blotted out, to be received into his grace, 
tion WW his favour, and his frien4ſbip ; which. is all 
ned that I mean by eee our covenant 
with him. W: | 


But that I may not ſeem to ae ſo 
great, ſo important a doctrine as this is, 
merely upon the hypes and figures of the 
ud Teftament, T ought. to tell you, that all 
| have ſaid is ſufficiently clear both from 
our Saviour's own words in the 
inſtitution of this Sacrament, and like- 
wiſe from St. Paul. Our Saviour calls the 
cup of the Sacrament, #he new covenant in 

N bis 
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Bis blaad, Luke xxl. 20; or, as it is in 
another Evangeliſt, the Blood of the-new: cove- 
nant, bio was: ſhed: for: many, fur the fe- 
miſſion. of fins, Meat; xxvi. 28. St. Pull 
likewife tells us, that tha cup of bleſſmp 
which we bleſs, and the bread which we break, 


is the commumon, or communication of #be- 
bady and blond of Chrift, 1 Cor. xl 16: the 


ſenſe or the meaning af Which is: plainly 


this, that the partaking of the bread, and 


of the cup, is the means which Gop hath 
appointed for our partaking of, or our 


communicating, in, the glorious and happy 
effects of Chriſt's. body that was broken, | 


and of his Ad that was ſhed for us; that 
is to ſay, the forgiveneſs of our fins, and 
all the other fruits, the inexpreſſtble ad- 
vantages of his death and paſſion, as L have 
already ſaid. 

Chrift having, inſtituted this bleſſed, Sa- 
crament, he has certainly entailed particu- 
lar graces and . bleſſings. upon it. For as 
we are taught in the - 25th article of our 
Church, Sacraments: ordained: by Chrif 


aa effectual ſigns of grace, and Gov's 


good will towards us, by the which he 
„ doth work EG? in us, and doth: not 


* only 


On the Sac AEN Ww. 141 


in © only quicken, but alſo ſtrengthen and 
ve. WM © confirm our faith in him!“ And it is 
+: WM moſt natusal to believe vhat our bleſſed 
al WW Saviour, :when' he ſaid, this is in body, 
bis is nn ood, did by the fame Almighty 
ak, WW wordiofipower,: which dad, ler ibero beclipbt, 
1% and, {here u big ry ordgin ant deeree, 

hat all thoſe bleflingsinngd benefits, which 
he had purchaſed, and protured' for man- 
kind, by his paſſion, death, and interceſſion, 
ſhould, as long as the world torttinues, 
attend upon cheſſacxd action, and be un- 
nexed tolit; land that every indi vidual per- 
bon, vrho, ina juſt, pious, | thankful remem- 
brance of what his Saviour had done and 
ſuffered for him, ſhould, in obedience to 
his command, receive the Sacrament of 
his body and blood, every ſueh perſon 
ſhould be made a partaker, of all the ſpi- 
Nntual effects and advamages of his paſſion 
1 5+ Wand death; obtaining a perfect remiſſion 
cu Hof his fins, and eternal alvation, through 
or as his merits and interceffion, if he perſevered 
E our Win .obediehce to him: fo that according to 
the definition of our Church, the bread 
and wine in this Sacrament would be moft 
rtainly' the outward and viſible gn of an 


m mou 9 —— 
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„Hiss HE Ta 
This nod would: ade an 1 tothe 
- diſputes about tranſubſtantiation and 
conſubſtantiation, would fully anſwer al 
the deſirable ends, the truly excellent pur. 
poſes of this Sacrament; and indeed it 
really and truly ſeems to be the plain, ob- 
vious, natural meaning of the words of our 
bleſſed Saviour. 


„ = 
- £ 
* 1 


We are not to imagine, that this laſt 
inj unction of the higheſt endearment be-M 
tween our Saviour and his Diſciples, vas 
only a vain, empty rite or ceremony, if I ; 
may ſo ſpeak, void of any new or extract - 
dinary privilege, or that it intitled them oni 
to the ſame bleſſing of favourable accept ? 
ance, common to all other acts of obedience} / 
and devotion ; but that theſe words of our 


Saviour, bis is my bedy, this is my bod 9 
without his having any thought of chang al 
ing the elements of bread and wine, dl » 
by a plain interpretation, aſſure us, that 
the action of worthy receiving ſhould, b 
the divine bleſſing accompanying this in u 
ſtitution, effectually be attended, with { wi 
full participation of the unſpeakable bene /e 


fits 1 aan and of the great, all · ſuff 
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cient atonement made for us, by his body 
crucified, and by his blood ſhed upon the 
crols, for the redemption of mankind. * 


This is the channel, this the happy in- 
ſtrument or conduit, through which the 
grace of God is conveyed-and derived to 


the ſouls of men: bis is a ſpring of liv- 


ing water, whereof be that drinks ſhall thirſt 
no more for ever; but this ſhall be in bim a 
well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting 


life. Such is the healing virtue of this 
fountain, that (like as in the pool of Be. 


th ſda) whoſo:ver waſheth herein, ſhall be 
made whole, of whatſoever diſeaſe be hath. 
For the hungry, here is bread ; living bread 
which came down from Heaven, on purpoſe 
to give life to the world, and be that eateth 
thereof ſhall live for ever; this is the bread 
of life, which ftrength:neth man's beart, 
and will enable him chearfully to run the 
way of Gop's commandments, 


For the thirſty, here is wine, wine which 
will make glad the heart of man, wine which 
will purge his conſcience from dead works, to 
ſerve the living GOD. Here is an infalli- 

ble 


| 
| 
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ble cure fot the ſick, ſtrength for th feeble 
and ithe weak, refreſhment for the: weary 
and 'the heavy-laden-;:knowtedge for 'the 
ignorant, comfort for the afflicted; in a 
word, here is all we need, or can deſire, 
here we have all our wants ſupplied, in this 
holy Sacrament we ſhall effectually receive 
our bleſſed Saviour, and alli the benefits of 
his paſſion; here we all be made one win 
(Chriſt, and Chriſt "with us, as our Church 
-expreſles it; by partaking of theſe holy 
muyſteries as we ſhould: do, we become 
living branobts of the true vine, and con- 
ſequently -detive. all that vital juice and 
ſap from Chriſt our root, that is needful for 
our bringing forth good fruit; this is the 
proper method to allure down the divine 
. ſpirit of Jeſus to come and dwell with us, 
to engage him to take up his habitation in 
our hearts, ſo that we ſnall be truly the 
Temples of the living Gop, This unites us 
to Chriſt as members of bis body; and then 
the holy ſpirit, which animates the body 
of Chrift, takes poſſeſſion of us, renews, 
directs, ſanctifies, and governs us; here 
we {hall have all our wounds, and brut/es, 


Ou 


and Putrifying ſores, healed ; I mean, all 3 
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weakneſſes and infirmities ſtrengthened, 
our unruly luſts and affections ſubdued, 
all our virtues and graces confirmed, and 
our ſouls ſo firmly, ſo ſtedfaſtly, ſo unal. 
terably united to Criſt, that no temptation 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us. St. Ignatius 


feaſt, ſays, make haſte to meet togetber. at the 
Euchariſt ; for the  oftner you come thereto, 
the more is the power of Satan weakened. 


In the primitive times this was made uſe 
of as a preparation for the greateſt trials, 
and to enable men to die martyrs for the 
giorious cauſe of Chriſt, Thoſe, ſays T St. 
Cyprian, and the other African Biſhaps, 
whom we exhort to fight, we do not ſend 
out naked, unguarded, unarmed, but we 
the fortify them with the body and blood of 
es us C7; thoſe, that we woutd preſerve from 
then be hands of their enemies, we arm with the 
body I Lord's Supper. Oh | my chriſtian brethren ! 


here  * ſgoat. Epiſt. ad Epheſ. Ed. Voſs. et Utter. p. 23. 


all Fe. et ali, Epiſe. in Epiſt. Synod Eecleſ. Afric 
ad eccles. Raman. Epiſt. 7. Ed. Oxon 


"pes what 


our ſins pardoned ; here we ſhall have our 


adviſing the Epbeſans to frequent this holy 
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what an inducement ought this to be to us 
to make ourſelves conſtant gueſts at this 
Holy Feaſt, fince we may there get ſtrength 
againſt all our infirmities; phyſick for all 
our diſeaſes, ſupports againſt al the evils 
that _ us! {5 45 7 


And now theſe 8 one would 
think, ſhould ſufficiently recommend the 
frequent uſe, the con ſcientious practice of 
this ſo plain, ſo neceſſary, ſo beneficial a 
duty of religion to all of us, that have 
either any love to Almighty Govp, or re- 
gard to their own eternal happineſs, 


Tis infinite mercy, tis almighty power 
that has, to the end of the world, annexed 
thoſe bleſſings to his holy Sacrament: and 
it is by a ſound, lively, practical faith only. 
which works by love, which puriſies the heart, 
that we can be rendered capable of receiving 
them; nor does it depend upon the inten- 
tion of the Prieſt, (as the Papiſts abſurdly 
imagine) whether the communicants ſhall 
receive :theſe bleſſings or not; neither is 
there any occaſion or reaſon for the repeat- 

ed ſacrifices -of ' the; Maſs: - The' foregoing 


account and notion of tlie Lord's Supper, 
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(as I have ſtated it) can be confuted by 
nothing but by plain and poſitive words of 
Holy Scripture, which are no where to be 
found. As for inferences to be drawn from 
them, thoſe, which favour and ſupport this 
notion, are the moſt juſt, eaſy and natural, 
and freeing the mind from doubts and difh- 
culties, render this great, ſacred, venerable 
myſtery, as intelligible as it is poſſible to 
be ; ſufficiently affording to every devout 
communicant a rational ſatisfaction and 
ſolid comfort. When we conſider how 
much is given, and how much is forgiven 
us, it cannot fail of kindling in our fouls 
the warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude, the 


ſtrongeſt flame of love they are capable of 


entertaining, for each of the Divine Perſons. 
in the bleſſed Trinity, to whom all duty, 
praiſe, thankſgiving, and faithful obedience, 
muſt be for ever due. 


The beſt, the propereſt, the moſt effec. 
tual preparation, for the -performance of 
this great, this ſoleinn, ſacred duty, is an 
earneſt deſire to pleaſe Gop, a conſtant, - 
faithful, virtuous endeavour, of becoming a, 
truly devout, a ſincere good Chriftian, both 
in the belief of true religion, and in the 


H 2 practice 
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practice of it, without which all devotion 


is vain, uſeleſs, ineffectual; and with it 


every religious duty will moft certainly be 
accompanied with ſucceſs, with favourable 


acceptance. 


But ſince, through the exceeding weak- 
neſs, the frailty, the. imperfection of our 
nature, even the beſt of men are too often 
apt to be . remiſs in their duties, and to 
ſtacken their endeavours of pleaſing Gop ; 
it is very fit, it is highly adviſeable, it is 
moſt reaſonable, that when we are about 
to commemorate the exceeding great, the 
unexampled love of our bleſſed Saviour, 
Our adorable Redeemer, in his death and 
ſufferings for us; we ſhould ſeriouſly, di- 
ligently, fervently apply ourſelves to re- 
pair our remiſſneſs, and ſtrive to raiſe our 


minds, our deſires, and affections to the 


higheſt ſenſe of duty, love and gratitude, 
which is all the return we are capable 
of making, for theſe ineſtimable, theſe 


matchleſs bleſſings we are going to receive. 


The 


vas ſhed for us, may preſexve our: bodies 
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The celebration of this Sacrament is 
molt fitly, and moſt ſolemnly performed 
in the Church of England; and perfectly 
agreeable to its firſt inſtitution, The ele- 
ments are ſet apart and conſecrated for that 
holy purpole, and prayer made for the 
fulfilling that iſe, which was virtu- | 
ally made by the words of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour ; who is petitioned that las. body, 4 
which was given for us, and his. blood that 


and our ſouls unte everlaſting, life ; and 
that we ſhould ever thankfully remember 


his infinite loving kindneG, his moſt unpe- 


ralleled mercy towards us. All divine pro- 
miſes of mercy and bleſſings, though fixed 
and poſitive, yet the ſtated condition of 
our obtaining them is- by duty, and by 
prayer; it being vain to imagine, that the 
greateſt of benefits ſhould be beſtowed 
upon any, who do not fervently covet, 
and moſt ardently deſire them, Oh | then, 
my brethren! let me moſt. affectionately 
and ſeriouſly intreat you, by the tender 
mercies of God; let me moſt ſolemnly. con- 
jure you, as men, as Chriſtians, by the 

| ww 7 au- 
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authority of the King of Glory and 


of Grace, by the merits and paſſion of that 
bleſſed adorable Saviour, who bled and 


died upon the croſs for your redemption, 


by a regard to the honour, the pleaſure, 
the uſefulneſs of your lives. 


«4 
__ 7 . 8 


If ye would ſave your own' ſouls alive, if 
ye value your own, much more God's and 
our blefſed Saviour*s honour : in one word, 
if ye have any ſenſe of what is rational, 
of what is becoming, and your - poſitive 


duty : if ye love your own true intereſt, 


if ye defire your own everlaſting welfare: 
from all theſe powerful, theſe moſt per- 

fuaſive complicated motives, let me (as on 

my knees) moſt earneſtly beſeech you, to 


think upon the things that belong unto your 
peace, and no longer to perſiſt in the ne- 


glect of an ordinance ſo ſacred, ſo noble, 
ſo delightful, and fo advantageous. And 
let us take ſpecial care to come with hearts 
and ſouls ſo prepared, I mean, with ſincere 
hearts and humble minds, that we may be 
et partakers of this holy, ſpiritual, hea- 
venly feaſt. Let us bid adieu, a perpe- 
tual adieu, to 9 our r darling, our moſt 

5714; | =» favourite 
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favourite ſins; and make firm, ſtedfaſt, 
unalterable reſolutions againiſt them for the 
future. Let us come with a true lively 
faith in the bleſſed J7eſus, and in the great 
atonement, or propitiatiun which he was 
graciouſly pleaſed to make ſor us poor in- 
digent, guilty, miſerable ſinners; and with 
hearts truly thankful to Gop fo the re- 
demption of the world by his dearly belby- 
ed, his only begotten Son, our Lord Chriſt ; 
and the innumerable benefits which his 
preciqus bload-ſhedding hath obtained. for 


| To conclude, let us lay aſide and baniſh 
all wrath and variance, all enmity, grudges, 
animoſities and thoughts of revenge, out 
of our hearts; and ſo let us come in per- 
fect peace, in true Chriſtian charity with 
all our brethren: For be, and be only, that 
thus eateth Cbriſt's s fleſh, and drinketh his 
blood, fhall live for ever. And let none of 
us ſay that we are not fitted and prepared 
for it. It is undoubtedly our indiſpenſable 
duty to be ſo: and if we be not pre} 
to receive the Sacrament, we are not qua- 
lified for the mercy of Gop, and for; his 
H 4 forgive- 
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forgiveneſs; we are not prepared for the 
happineſs of Heaven, and can have no 
hopes to come thither: but if we pre- 
pare ourſelves as well as we can, by true 
repentance, by ſincere reſolutions of be · 
ing better, and by praying heartily, fer- 
vently, and earneſtly to Gop for his grace, 
he will accept of this preparation, and 
will give us the comfort of this Holy Sa- 
crament. | 


. May the great Almighty Gop of his in- 

finite mercy and goodneſs, inſpire us with 
true faith in every article, in every myſtery 
of our holy religion, give us all grace 
lghten our minds, ſo diſpoſe our wills by 
his holy fpirit 3 that laying afide all pre- 
judices, floth, and carnal affections, we 
may ſincerely apply ourſelves to ſerve Gop 
conftanely, ſeriouſly, and diligently in this, 
and all the other (inſtances that he hath 
commanded us, to the glory of his bleſſed 
name, and to our great comfort, and in- 
creaſe in heavenly wiſdom, in chriftian 


virtue, in godlineſs of living; and this we 


OP pray- Fon the ſole merits, ſatis- 


faction, 
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faction, and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
our bleſſed, our divinely eompaſſionata 
Saviour, the moſt adorable Redeemer df 
loſt, guilty, undone ſinners: to whom with 
the Father and the, Holy Ghoſt, the infi- 
nitely great, the ſupremely glorious, in- 
comprenſible one God, be aſcribed as is 
due, all honour, glory, adoration and 
worſhip, in all Churches of the Saints, in 
time and in eternity. 


Now to bin that ib #pon the throne, 


and 10 the Lamb that was ſlain, to God even 


our Father, and to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the firſt begotten from the drad, and. the Prince 


of the kings of the earth; unto bim that hath 


loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in bis 
own blood, and hath made u l ing and 2 


— 
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© But unto 5 who feat my hand; ſhall the 
fun 77 righrevaſneſs _ vnd Tn in bis 


W1ngs, © 30 1 
John ix. 4 


7 ey work the works of bim Hhot fant 


me, while it is day ; the night cometh, des 


#0 man can work. = 


2 Col. iii. 17. 


a eee, Jon UA u off r 0 25 
BU tb name of "tht Bord Jrſus, giving 
thanks to God, and the Fath.r by bim. 


A prayer to God, that be would bz pleaſed 
to aſſiſt, and accept my preparation 10 receive 
the Beſſel Sacrament ; to be uſed i in trivate. 


$20 Tt q JT 
I thine unworthy. ſervant, proſtrate my- 
{If before thee, my moſt gracious Gop 


10 merciful Father, under the deepeſt 
ſenſe 


A form ng which x may be ald ; 
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ſenſe of thy glorious perfections, and in an 
humble acknoꝝ ledgment of my unworthi- 
neſs and inſufficiency of myſelf, for any 
thing that is good. Tam ſenſible that with- 
out thee I can do nothing and therefore do 
earneſtly, humbly, and inceſſantly implore 
thy gracious aſſiſtance, thy merciful accept-- 
ance of my faithful, ſincere endeavour to 
prepare myſelf, for the worthy receiving 
the bleſſed Sacrament, of the body and 
blood of thy deaf Son, my divinely ec com- 


paſſionate Saviour. my 1143 4 vil} 
ngen 1% i 207 


Stir up, I beſeech (ber, ſuch N Aude 
tions, and devout diſpoſitions in my ſoul; 
and fill my mind with ſuch holy nedirations 
as are ſuitable to this occaſion. Grant me 
ſuch a ſenſe of my lins, and of the ſuffer- 
ings of my bleſſed ' Saviour for them, as. 

may affect my heart with a deep ſorrow for 
my fins, with an eternal hatred and diſ- 
pleaſure againſt them, and may effectually 
engage me to love, to ſerve, and live to 


him, who died for me, Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is be way, . the truth, and the life, my ado- 
rable Saviour, my moſt merciful Redeem- 
er, Mediator and Advocate. Amen and 


billy Another 
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Another prayer to God, to prepare my heart 


for the worthy receiving of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and to make me partaker of the bleſſings 
and benefits of it, to be uſed in private, 


—_— rn 2 a 
0 moſt boly, molt gracious and merci- 


ful Lord Gop, it is of thy mercy alone that I am 


not conſumed ; becauſe thy conipaſſions fail not, 
I have by many 5 deſerved the 
utmoſt of thy wrath and indignation againſt 
me; yet behold thou haſt not only /pared 
me, but haſt. now alſo, inved me to the 
renewing of that holy. covenant, which I have. 
fo often, fo wreichedly, fo, grievouſly, and fo 
Jhamefully broken. I am not worthy, of 


that deily bread which ſuſtains my. hegily life, 
bow, then ſhall. I dare to approach, thy, Hey 


Table, to partake of that bread of life, whigh 
thou haſt prepared for the vizal food of de-: 
vout, pious, holy Souls O infinitely glori- 
ous Lord, it is true, my unworthineſs my 
heinous unworthireſs, my. deteſtable guilti- 
neſa makes me tremble to come, and yet it 
makes me not. dare to ſtay away. For 
where, Oh where]! my moſt gracious. com- 
paſſionate Gop, can my polluted Soul be 
Ac Oh waſhed, 
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waſhed, but, in, the fountain of thy. Son's, 
Blood, the true, the only bleſſed. fountam 
which thou haſt opened for fin, and for. un- 
cleaxne/s ? that and nothing but that alone 
which was ſhed for the remiſian of fins, can 
take away all its ſtains. Hither therefore 
come according to thy gracious invitaliam, 
and moſt humbly hope that my perſon and 
ſervice may be accepted in thy daariy beloved. 
Son, in ubom thou, art well pleaſed, Faſus 
Chriſt the righteous, To that end, cloath, 
O cloath me with be wedding garment: the 
beſt, the moſt beauteaqus robe, our lovely, our 
moſt; glorious ornaments be Lord our — 
Redeemer's rig birusſne, under the cover 
of whoſe immenſely. rich divine merits, and 
the incomparably precious atopement he 
made for ſin, be thou graciouſly pleaſed to 
prepare my heart to draw nean to thee with 
intire joy, with a true heart, with filial con- 
fidence, in full aſſurance of faith, ' in the 
reviving bleſſed bope of everlaſting life. Let 
thy divine ſpirit breathe into my ſoul ſueh 
boly, pious thoughts, ſuch devout heayenly 
affections, as may become one who. come 
memorates the death of the all-glorious Son 


of Gop, who was wounded for our 8 
w 
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who was bruiſed for our tranſgreſſtons- O 
let my heart be deeply affected with ſuch a 
| ſenſe of ſin, as may make me hate tlie very 
"thoughts of every evil way for the future, 
and chufe to endure any thing rather than 
to deſpiſe the infinite, the unſcarchable 
riches of bis love. And while Lremem- 
ber the exceeding great, the inconceivable 
unparalleled love of my bleſſed Saviour:in 
dying for me a ſinner, never, Oh never 
may I forget to | exerciſe charity towards 
all men; even enemies as well as friends, 
Bet every grace be ſo confirmed, ſo 
ſtrengthened in me, that I may worſfip, 
love, ſerve and obey thee moſt fervently, 
moſt ſincerely; and acceptably alli the days 
of my life; por feding bulineſs in thy): rar. 
Fulfil, *O'moſt gracious Lord Govy all my 
petitions, cleanſe me from all fiibingſi of 


fleſb und ſpirit, that j may be a meet gueſt 
for thy Holy Table, a real worthy: partaker 


of thoſe invaluable bleſſings, thoſe incom- 

parably precious benefiis, which are repre- 
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lutions in me, enable me by thy grace, 


faithfully to perform the conditions of that 
covenant which I made in baptiſm, and in- 
tend to renew in the Holy Sacrament, by 
dedicating myſelf entirely and for ever to 
the ſervice of my bleſſed Saviour, my moſt 
erciful, all-faffictent Redeemer, who hath 
exceedingly loved, me, who hath waſhed 
me from my fins in his own moſt precious 
blood, To him be all honour, glory, thank(- 
giving, praiſe; love and faithful obedience; 
for ever and ever. Amen and Auen. 0 
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A prayer at the Holy amel immedi- 
ately before receiving; with ſhort medita- 
lions 8 n T] ſu able to. Jbat"'o06- 


Nn. | 

| Obteſſed Lord Jeſus, my moft merciful 
adorable Redeemer, I remember with the 
deepeſt humility, with the fincereſt love, 
with the warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude, 
too big to be uttered, too fervent to be con- 
cealed, how thy ſacred body was broken, 
how thy precious Sl was poured out for 


ſinners, And I am now come to receive 
| this 
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this bread, and this wine, which thou haſt 
appointed as the Sacramental. repreſenta- 
tions of them. O let that ſacrifice of thine, 
even that incomparably precious ſacrifice 
which, thou. didſt once make, when thou 
didſt fer up thy ſacred 4ody upon the croſs, 
be effectual for the ſalvation of my ſoul and 
body. Here is. the ſpiritual congreſs of 
Chriſt and our ſouls; here is what my foul 
longeth and thirſteth after, a crucified Sa- 


viour communicating himſelf and all the 


ſalatary influences of his paſſion to poor, 


penitent, contrite, miſerable ſinners; O let 
me nat be ſent empty away; and that I may 


become a worthy partaker of the benefits 
of my Lord's death, in this holy feſtival 
memorial, to my endleſs joy and comfort, 
be thou graciouſly. pleaſed to vouchſafe me 
the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit; and let 
me feel that it always dwells in me by thoſe 
heavenly graces, thoſe chriſtian virtues 
moving in my ſoul: Which are the bleſſed 
fruits, the unſpeakably happy effects of it. 
Awaken my repentance, increaſe my faith, 
raiſe and enliven my hope, inflame my cha- 
rity, thankfulneſs and. devotion, make me a 


meet. partaker of the pledges of thine in- 


eſtimable 


db 
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eſtimable, thine inexpreſſible love here, 
and of the endleſs joys of thy glorious and 
everlaſting kingdom hereafter. Amen, 


Short meditations and gjaculations at the 
Holy Communion, 


Before the Miniſter begins the ſarvice. 


lift up my foul to thee, my moſt merei- 
ful God, and heavenly Father, humbly 
imploring thy bleſſing upon me, and thy 
gracious aſſiſtance in the bo holy action I am 
now going about. Forgive my want of due 
preparation, and accept of my ſincere de- 
ſire to perform an acceptable ſervice to 
thee, through Je/irs Cbriñ my oniy Saviour, 
my moſt adorable Redeemer, Medintor, and 
Advocate. Amen, 5 


Before receiving of the conſecrated bread. 


Lord, I am not worthy of the crumbs” 
which fall from thy table. I have ſinned : 
what can I ſay unto thee for the innumera- 
ble provocations of my life ? If thou, Lord, 
ſhouldſt be extreme io mark what is done amiſs, 
O Lord, who may abide it ? but with the 

Lord 
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Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous 
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redemption. I behold by faith my crucified 
Lord dying for me; and as my only Re- 
deemer and Saviour, I acknowledge, I ad- 
mire, I adore, 1 worſhip him. O Lord my 
God, increaſe and enliven my faith, and 
grant, that through his merits who died and 
roſe again for me, I may receive the remiſ- 
ſion of my fins, and the comfortable aſſiſ. 
tance of thy _ Spirit. 


Ate receiving the ee bread 


Greater love: than this bath no man, that 


a man lay down bis life for bis friend. 


9 Herein hath God commended bis love to us, 


that whilſt we were encmies, be gave bis Son 
to die for us. 


Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name, give the praiſe, for thy loving 
mercy, and for thy truth ſake. 


| Before receiving of the con ſecrated wine 


. What ball I render to the Lord for all his 
bemfits ? [will take the cup of Salvation; 


we 7 will bleſs the name of the Lord. 
| Afler 


al 


| bis 
on; 


fler 
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Aſier 1eceiving the conſecrated wine. 


Bleſſed be God, for his unſpeakable gift, 
his dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
we bade redemption through bis blood, even the 


forgiveneſs of fins. 


After the conclufion of the whole action. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that 
is within me bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all bis bene- 
fits : who forgiveth all thine iniquities, and 
bealeth all thy diſtaſes: who redeemeth thy 


life from deſtruction, and crowneth thee with 


loving kindneſs and tender mercies.* O let 


that heavenly food, which in the holy Eu- 


chariſt thou haſt 10 lately vouchſafed me, 
inſtil new ſupplies of grace, new life, new 
love, new vigour, and new reſolutions 


into my ſoul, and into the ſouls of thoſe 


who have been partakers with me of this 


holy communion, that our faith, our hope 


and our charity, may daily increaſe, and 
that we may all grow in grace, and in the 


® See Pal. 103. 
knowledge 
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knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen and Amen, 


WO | theſe ejaculations are not ſufficient, 

until the peſt-communion begins, you 
may enlarge them, by reading more or 
leſs of theſe following places in n 
Viz, 


For grace to love God's law, Pſa, vin. 
exix. 

For a holy life Pla. _ RY 

For Salvation and eternal joy. Pla, xvi. 
xxiv. 

For aſſurance of Gop's od pro- 


* tection. Pſa. xxxvii. 


For the comfort of Gav's holy ſpirit 
Pſa. xxxiv. 
For the grace of humility, Pſa. cxxxi. 
For devotion in religion. Pſa. xxvii. 
Thank(giving for Gop's mercies, Pla, 
ciii. CXXXVi. CXXXViik. 
For pardon of fins; Pla. Ixxxv. cvi. 
cxvi. 
For redemption by Chriſt. Pſa. xcvii. 
exviii. 


A thank] N 
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A thankſgiving and prayer 10 be uſed in 
private afterwards, either in the Church, 


(i you bave time,) or at home, or both, 


I return unto thee, O moſt gracious, 


merciful, and ſupremely glorious Lord 
Gop, all poſſible praiſe and banks for thine 
infinite, thy moſt unparalleled mercies to 
us the children of men; and more eſpeci- 
ally I fervently, I moſt ardently, and ear- 
neſtly deſire to bleſs, to praiſe, to adore, 
and worthily to magnify thy great and glo- 
rious name, for that tranſcendent, wonder- 
ful, matchleſs expreſſion of thy love, in 
ſending thy dearly beloved, thy only begotten 
Son, to die for ſinners, and for that great, 
unmerited, diſtinguiſhing grace and mercy 
thou haſt now vouch/afed thy humble ſer- 
vant, in giving me a freſh comfortable 


_ aſſurance of an intereſt in that precious 


death, by admitting me to partake of thy 
holy Sacramant, ordained in remembrance 
of it. Never, Oh never may I forget what 
thou baſt done for my ſoul ! but carry the 


thoughts of it along with me to all the 


actions of my life, that it may be in me a 
ſpring of entire obedience unto thee, all 
: the 
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the reſt of my days, that I may henceforth 
live as becomes the redeemed -of the Lord, 
This, O Lord, is my earneſt inceſſant wiſh, 
this my ſincere unfeigned deſire, this my 
conſtant fervent prayer, that I may never 


break thoſe vows and promiſes of a holy 


life, which I have ſo ſolemnly made to thee 
this day: but I am afraid of my own 
treacherous heart, and the aſſaults which 
will be made upon me by my /piritual 
enemies, leſt they ſhould betray me into the 
breach of thy holy commandments ; there- 
fore let the aſſiſtance of thy holy ſpirit be 
ever with me ; let thy grace always prevent, 
direct, ſanctify, and govern me; and then 
TT truſt I ſhall approve myſelf thy faithful 
ſervant in all things, and iniſb my courſe 
with joy. With my own, I earneſtly, 
humbly, and ſincerely deſire the happineſs 
of all mankind, that they who are fill in 
darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, may 
ſee the Salvation of God, and taſte how 
compaſſionate, how divinely compaſſionate, 
how infinitely gracious thou art to Chriſtians, 
and that all thoſe who are called by 1be name 
of Chriſt, may depart from iniquity, and adorn 
the doctrine of Chriſt their Saviour in all 
things. May we all glorify thy moſt holy 
| name 


will be done in earth, as it is in 


that treſpaſs againſt us. 


the glory, for ever and ever. 
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name in ibis world, and live for ever to 
praiſe thee in the world to come, through 
the merits, the mediation, the moſt pre- 
valent interceſſion, of Jeſus Chrift, thy 
on y deariy beloved Son, and our only all- 
glorious Saviour, the moſt merciful Re- 
deemer of loft, guilty, undone ſinners; in 
his holy, bleſſed. adorable name, I truſt 
for acceptance of myſelf, and all my ſin- 


cere, though imperfect ſervices ; and in his 
' comprehenſive words I ſum u up all oy re- 


queſts, 


Our Father, which art in Heaven; bal- 
lowed be thy nale. Thy kingdom come. Thy ; 


Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our tr:ſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
And lead us not 
into temptation : But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
Amen, 


Private 


| PRIVATE 


PEVOTIONS 


AFTER THE 
SACRAMEN _ 
Either in the Chu RCH, or at Home. 


HAT this treatiſe on the Sacrament 
may be of more general uſe, there 

are inſerted from the late truly excellent, 
the eminently Chriſtian Biſbop' of Mann, 
the following ſhort, conciſe, yet ſtriking 
and affecting meditations, on ſome well- 
choſen texts of Scripture, which will be 
of ſervice tu every one; particularly to 
thoſe who are unaccuſtoged to meditate, 
or have no talents for it, * conſequently 
want ſuch an aſſiſtance to employ the time 
while others are receiving the bread and 


Wine. 


A ſhort 


On the SACK A AMENT. 16g 


5 o 


1 


2522 
J 


| 
4 thax a of. backt. 
& 2 2062001 201 20 
| 10 fili A os BIA Than nor! 
TY a = ants 
I Thelf. v v. 18; * 

for this is the 7. of G WP... 
LORD and Father, I I * worthy 
thou haſt ſhewed thy ſervant ; neither can 
| render. due thanks and praiſe for, them; 


e 8.5 
e 
0 of the leaſt of all the mercies which 
but, O Gob, accept of this my lactifice of 


_ praiſe and thankſgiving. For this, and for all 


thy known and'uhobſerved favours of nature 


and of grace, ] bleſs thy good ke ; 
beleechin thee” to p ar on my ingratitud © 
and char r haye piſſed 0 man) occaſions 


40.408 'Chtiftians would but deguſtom e to 
tender to Gop the glory of his metcits IT b take 
notice af, and ite give him thanks! for the mau 
ſevouru, daliwurancai. wifitation; ar c haftiſementa i they 
every day meet with, they wauld moſt ſurely an 
the divine goodneſs and providence to multiply t 
bleſſings upon them, which they put a flop to by 
their ingratit ude. 
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without oblerving and without acknow- 
ledging thy great goodneſs to thy unworthy 
ſervant—PFor when I conſider my de- 
pendence upon thee.— For my life, —for 
my preſervation, for my redemption, —and 
for the means of grace and ſalvation, which 
thou haſt afforded me, I cannot but be very 
thankful. — 4s long therefore as 1 live, I will 
praiſe tber. Glory be to Gov, my Creator, 
—Glory be to Feſus my Redeemer, —Glory 
be to the Holy Ghoſt my Santtifier, my guide, 
my comforter —All love, all praiſe- and 
glory be to Gop moſt high. Amen. g 


St. Pin! xvi 2 3. yrrih, verily, T1 ſay 
| unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Pather 
in n my name, he will give it Jou. 75 


In all humility, © heavenly Father, I lay 
claim to this thy Son's moſt faithful promiſe, 
confirmed by his 0atþ.—lIn his name, and 
for his ſake, I beſeech thee to give me an 
heart truly ſenſible of his great love in 
paying the debt due by me, to thy divine 
juſtice; and grant the merits of his death 
and ſacrifice may not be loſt upon me. 


Give 


— 9 oak, ROE © 
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Give me a ſaving faith and knowledge; 
Va ſincere love for thee, and for thy holy 
word ;—an hearty deſire to pleaſe thee 
a fear of offending thee ;—a zeal for thy 


glory; and a great regard for every thing 


that belongs to thee. 


Give me ſuch a love for my heighbour as 
thou haſt commanded ; a due regard for 
my betters, and an utter abhorrence of all 
manner of Fraud, er and eg. 


Give me a inde conſeience, a a meek and aan 


ſpirit, a ebaritable, an bumble, and a con- 
tented mind. 


Give me a juſt ſenſe of my own infirmi- 
ties, a drend of ſenſual pleaſures, a power 
over my appetites, and a fear of the world 
and its idols. 


Leave me not to my own choice. — 
Keep me from pride, and from preſumptuous 
ſias; — from wicked principles, and wicked 
company; and from the vices of the age, 
and place I live in. 


Make me ever mindful of my latter end 
12 and 
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and of the account I muſt one day give of 
my life and of the talents with which thou 
ſhalt intruſt me.—And grant that I may 
lead an innocent and a uſeful life, by doing 


Woe? in my generation. 


Take poſſeſſion of my ſoul, until I am 
reſtored to thy divine image, from which I 
. am ſadly fallen. 


For theſe, and for all the graces I ſtand 
in need of, I plead thy gracious goodneſs, 
and my Saviour's merits and promi/e to all 
that aſk in his name: and I know thou 
wilt not deny me, becauſe the very will to 
aſe theſe mercies is from thee, and Eu 
good ſpirit. Amen. 


| | Rom. viii. 32. He that ſpared not 10 
n, but delivered bim up for us all, bow fball 
he not with kim a!ſo freely give us all things. 


This is indeed, O God, a ſure pledge of 
thine infinite love for thy poor creatures — 
Upon this 1 depend, when my heart is in 
beavineſs —This is my refuge, this my ſaved 
refuge, when I remember my fins, and 


thy divine juſtice, O make me truly ſen- 
1 ſible 
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ſible of this thy great love;—and give me 
the graces which that love ſees needful for 
me, for Jeſus Chrift's ſake, the ſon of thy 
love, my adorable Redeemer. Amen. 


St. Luke xxiv. 26. Ougbt not Chrift to bave 
ſuffered theſe things, and 1 enter into bis 
glory? | | 


It was neceſſary for thee, O Chrif, to 
ſuffer, becauſe thou tookeſt upon thee to 
anfwer for ſinners; and to ſhew us what 
treatm:nt our ſins deſerve. O make my 
ſufferings in this life, in union with thine, 
acceptable to God; and enable me to bear 
them, as thou didſt, with patience and 
reſgnation, this being the ny: way. F 
glory. Amen. 


2 Cor. v. 15. Chriſt died for all, * 
they which live ſhould not heiceforth live unto 
themſelves, but unto vans weve died Yor 
them. 


From this moment, O Chrift, 1 contend 
that life to thee, which thou haſt. redeemed 
from the ſlavery of ſin and Satan, by thy 
moſt precious blood. Fortify my ſoul, 1 
13 | beer 
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beſeech thee, againſt all the temptations of 
tbe world, the fleſh, and the Devil, by the 
remembrance of this thy love; that I may 
live to thee, and to the glory of God. 
Ames. | 


_ Gor, \ Vi. 16. 2 are the temple of the 
living God. A. Cop bath ſaid, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I will be 


ther God, and they all be my people. 


Make me, OGop, truly ſenſible of this 
reat honor, this invaluable 3% ing, of 
Going the batitation of thy good ſpirit , of the 
holineſs required of me, and of the great 
danger of profaning a temple conſecrated to 
iber. Make me worthy of thy continual 
abode and preſence. Take poſſeſſion of my 
heart and foul ;. and let me know that thou 
dwelleſt in me, by the fruits of thy {pirit. 
Amen. 


. "Heb. xi. 1. 2. Let us run with patience 
al race 'that is ſet before us, — unto 
Jeſus, Ce. 


Grant, O God, that I may bear all the 
troubles of this life with a meek and pali- 
ent {| pirity without repining at what thou 


which was loſt. 


/ 
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ſhalt gppoint, for the puniſhment of fin, 


and for the ſalvation of the ſinner. 1 
will look unto thee, O Jeſus, when thou 


waſt in the place of ſinners, with what pa- 


tience thou didſt. bear the tern, the indrgni- 
ties, the unrighteous judgment, the miſerable 
death of the Croſs: And this, by thy 
grace, ſhall be my pattern. Amen. 


St. Luke xxiii. 41. We receive the due 
reward of our deeds: But this man hath 
done nothing amiſs. "40 


I confeſs, O Gor, with this malefaFor, 
that whatever I ſuffer in this life, I ſuffer 
moft juſtly for my ſins: And therefore, 
with the ſubmiſſion of a penitent criminal, 
under the righteous ſentence of death, I 
offer my life a ſacrifice of obedience to thy 
divine juſtice, in union with that of my 
Saviour's, at what time, and in what man- 
ner to thee ſhall ſeem meet; truſting in 
the merits of my Redeemer at the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment. 
Armen, | 


2, RA 6. I have found my ſheep 


O 
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O Good Shepherd, I thank thee for that 
tender care, that infinitely tender concern 
for thy loſt ſneep.— I had, indeed, been for 
ever loſt, had not thy love ſought and found 
me, when I was aſtray : For thy goodneſs 
ſake keep me for the time to come from 
wandering from thee, and from thy fold, 
Amen. 


St. John v. 14. B-bo'/d, thou art made 
whole : Sin no more, leſt @ worſe thing come 
uno thee, 


Lord, the frailty of man without thee can- 
not but fall: In all temptations, therefore, 
I beſeech thee to ſuccour me, that no ½n, 
no evil ſpirit, may ever have dominion 
over me. Amen, 


St, Mat. xxvi. 41. Hatch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation. 


Make me, O Lord, ever mindful of my 
infirmities and backſlidings, that I may be 
more watchful, and more earneſt for grace 
for the time to come; that the adverſary 


of 
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of my ſoul may never find me off my guard, 
or from under thy protection. 


St. Luke ix. 13. Your heavenly Father 
will give the Holy Spirit to them that alk 
bim. 1 


O Heavenly Father, let it be unto thy ſer- 
rant according to ibis word; abandon me 
not I beſeech thee, to the oppoſition that 

I ſhall at any time make to thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may never render myſelf n 
of ſo great a bleſſing. 


St. John viii. 51. Fa man teep my ſaying, 
be ſball never ſte death — 


O Jeſus, who haſt made known to us 
another death, beſides that which ſeparates 
our fouls from our bodies, let thy grace and 
mercy deliver me from the bitter pains of 
eternal death. Amen. 


St. Mat. xi. 29. Learnof me; for I am 
* and lowly in heart: And ye ſball find reft 
unto your ſouls. 


O Heavenly Maſter and Pattern, how am 
I 
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I aſtoniſhed, when J conſider thy Bumility, | 


thy poverty, thy meeRneſs, thy reſignation i in 
the midſt of injuries, oppreſſion, and 
wrongs! It muſt be thy Almighty Grace 


which muſt enable me to follow thy ex- 


ample, and ſubmit to this way of peace, 
to which our nature, is ſo averſe: For 
this grace, I now pray thro' thy merits and 
mediation, O Jeſus, Amen. 


St. Luke xxiii. 34. Jeſus ſaid, Father 


forgive them ; for they know not what they 
do, | ad 26 


We do not indeed conſider what we do, 
when we provoke that juſtice which could 


not be appeaſed, but by the death of the* 


ſon of Gop.—1f I have enemies, O Gop, 
I beſeech thee for them after this example, 
not for Judgment and Vengeance, but for 


Mercy; for their pardon, and for 


their eternal happineſs. Amen. 


St. Luke xiii. 26, 27. 7 ben ſhall ye fay, 
wwe have eaten and drank in thy preſence, &c. 
"M he ſhall ſay, I tell you 1 know you not; 


depart 


- a th. ng . — TY 1 * 


= 
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depart from me, all of workers of iniquity 


Sc. 


Let me not depart from thy table and 
preſence, O Lord, without obtaining the 
grace to lead a godly and a Chriſtian life. 
That I may. eſcape this terrible and juſt 
judgment, to be paſſed upon all thoſe who. 
enjoy the means, of grace and ſalvation, 
without being bettered by them, but con- 
tinue to lead unchriſtian lives. Amen. 


. 
— : tad. tos > =_ 


St. 3 FE 7 oe hy 48 — 

bim, to. them gave he power, (and right ). to 

; become the ſons of God, even 10,. them that 
| believe on bis name. 


— 


Iwill not live in in; knowing, O Gop, 
that I am accounted thine. -O Jeſus, who 
haſt obtained for us this mighty privilege, 
give me grace to live, as becomes the child 
of fo great, ſo good, ſo holy a Father; 
that I may never abuſe this mercy, nor for- 


I — 


, feit the right of the inheritance of the chil- 
. dren of God, by infidelity, or difobedience 
; to the commands of my heavenly Father, 


t Amen. | Wh 


St. 


= 332 — — 
— — 
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. Jolin xiv. 27. My peace I leave with 
you, * peace I give unto you. 


lt muſt be thy ſpirit, O Prince mn peace, 


that muſt put us into poſſeſſion of this thy 


laſt and dying Jogacy. O give me this peace, 
Which the world cannot give. which paſſeth 
all andorſlandin ; the peace and/pleaſure of 
being in the favor af Goy';—And' that ! 
may poſſes my ſoul in peace, in the midſt 
of the temptations, the troubles, the allire- 
ments of this preſent evil world, and let 
this peace, which thou haſt purchaſed-with 
thy moſt precious bloed, be "ith me, and 


with an venue, ien, 
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